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advertisement. 


*J£*H E> following narrative was not begun 
with a. view to publication ; it hath been 


continued to the beginning of the lajl year at 
the dejire ^ffome rfpeftable perfons . Mr* 
Orme’s hiftory, and that of the decline of the 
Mogul empire by Mr. Dow, together with 
the relations of the mojl credible travellers , 
have furnijhed fome of the materials ; the 
records of the India Company the remainder.—* 
truth and impartiality have been the writer's 
aim— the reader will judge whether he hath 


fucceeded. 
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the neighbouring provinces, as from the 
docks which are the only ones the Company 
have in India, and without which therefore 
there can be no maritime power in thofe re- 
gions. Hitherto the expence of maintain- 
ing hath not been defrayed by the produce ; 
but the prefent fituation of affairs in the 
neighbouiing piovinces, well improved, may 
place things on a different foot, and that ex- 
pence not only be cleared, but a confiderable 
revenue yielded, and’ a great influence in the 
weftern part of Indoftan obtained. Some ac- 
count therefore of this fettlement, and of the 
events which have offered this occafion of fo fa- 
vourable a change, may be ufeful at this time. 

In the midway between Goa and Surat on 
the Malabar Coaft, the land from Baflein to 
Choul bends iuto a deep bay, in which lie 
the iflands of Salcet, Bombay, Caranjab, 
Hog Ifland, Elephanta, and Canary. Salcet 
is the moil northern, feparated from the con- 
tinent by fo fmall a channel that it is called 
a river : on the Eaft the diftance is greater, 
but the channel is fordable. It is about 
twenty miles long and as many broad. Its 
waters are wholefome ; its foil fruitful, na- 
turally abundant, and capable of great bar 

provcmelit ; 
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provement; the produce is moltly lice; it 
was formerly the granary of Goa. Half a 
mile to the South of this lies the iflaud of 
Bombay, about eight miles long and twenty 
in circumference. Its diltance from the con- 
tinent is about eight miles, and its fituation 
forms the harbour. It is well peopled, not- 
withftanding the water is bad. Caranj.-h 
produces rice to the value of 6a, 000 roupies 
a year; Elephantn, of about 8,000; the 
others are little better than rocks. 

In the year 1661, the Portuguese being 
then mailers of that bay and thole illands, 
they were giveti to Charles the Second as part 
of his Queen’s dowry. But the people fettled 
there did not ealily yield pofFeffiou ; for, 
when a fleet of five fhips, with five hundred 
land forces, was lent by the King of Eng- 
land, with the proper muniments from the 
court of Li (bon, entrance was refilled. This 
expedition was commanded by Lord Mall- 
borough, who, on thisrefufal, carried the fleet 
to Swally, which lies to the North of Surat: 
the jealoufy of the inhabitants obliged them 
to retire ; the only place open to them was 

* A roupie is worth, when remitted to England, from 
a s. to a $. 3 d. 

A 2 Ange- 
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Angediva, an uninhabited ifland to the fouth- 
ward of Goa. Lord Mallborough left them 
there, and returned fingly to Bombay, where, 
after much altercation, he prevailed to be 
admitted, firft to the town, and afterwards 
to the poffeffion of the whole ifland and the 
bay. But during his abfence the unhealthi- 
nefs of the .climate, feconded by intempe- 
rance, had made havock among the unfor- 
tunate perfons who had been carried to An- 
gediva ; three hundred of them had perifhed ; 
the few who remained were admitted in the 
year 1664, Their firft cam was to make 
the ifland defendable. The Portuguese cor- 
rupted by eafe and luxuiy had funk in indo- 
lence, and were regardlefs of every thing, 
but what contributed to their pleafure : gar- 
dens adorned their pofleffions, but fortifica- 
tions were totally neglected, Mr. Cook, 
who commanded' that diminished force, was 
the firfl: governor; he was immediately un- 
der the crown; but this government was not 
of long continuance : for the King finding 
no advantage to himfelf from that poffeffion, 
but on the contrary being put to great ex- 
pence in fending out fhips, wifhed to be rid 
of it. The officers and men fent in, thofe 
fhips drove a private trade, which impaired 

that 
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that of the Company ; and their licentiouf- 
nefs often engaged them in hoftilities with 
the natives, for which the Company was an- 
iwerable to the powers of that country. Xhefe 
real evils, and the advantage to be reaped 
from the pofleffion of that ifland and bay, 
made the Company defire it ; they therefore 
requefted, and the King readily granted' them*: 
from that time they have had the abfblute 
dominion. 

The ifland was at firft governed by de- 
puties from the Englifh fa dory at Surat. 
Diflention foon arofe between the civil and 
military power, and grew to fuch a height, 
that in the year 1671 all was confufion. 
To put an end to this, and to fortify the 
ifland againft attempts, which he forefaw 
a probability of, from the Dutch, then at 
war with England, Mr. Aungier, prelident 
of the fadory of Surat, being alfb dfl- 
gufted by the arrogance of the Mogul go- 
vernor of that town, changed his reli- 
deuce and eftablifhed himfelf at Bombay, 
where his prudence quafhed the diflen- 
tions, his good management advanced the 
Company’s intereft, and his adivity fecured 
the ifland: infomucH, that in the fpring of 
A 3 .167a, 
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1672, the Dutch attempting a furprize, 
found the fort fo well guarded, and every 
thing in fo good a condition, that they im- 
mediately gave over the enterprize. 

From that period, each day (hewing the 
gieat importance of this fettlement, the refi- 
dence of the governor was fixed there, and 
the feveral factories on the Coafl of Malabar, 
and ifi the Perlian Gulph, became dependent 
on that prelidency. 

Notwithftanding the natural inconveniences 
of this ifland in the want of fprings and 
fl reams of frefh water, and the poornefs of 
its natural produce, from the time of the 
pofilflion of the Englifh;, its populoufnels 
became confiderable. Many were invited by 
the freedom granted to all religions, and the 
mildnefs of the government; (that of the 
Englifh, even when pufhed to what would 
feetn tyranny at home, appearing gentle Co 
thofe who had felt Mahometan infolence and 
Portugueze bigotry) infomuch, that from 
ten thoufand fouls, the utmoft of its inha- 
bitants when in. pofTeffion of thefe, they 
were in the year 1764 augmented to fixty 
thoufand. 


The 
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The accefs to the harbour and its fafety in 
all feafons, with its vicinity to the country 
inhabited by the Maharattas, and the conve- 
niency of a pafs over the Gaut * Mountains, 
through which the inland parts may be fup- 
plied with our merchandize, are great ad- 
vantages, the fale of woollen and other Eng- 
lish goods there, amounting annually to 
fourteen lacks of roupies -f. The convenience 
of the harbour hath produced a trade of In- 
dian commodities with that country, almoft 
exclufive ; as alfo a very conliderable one in 
the cotton, with which Bengal is fupplied, 
whereby the cuftoms bring the Company an 
annual profit of three lacks and a half The 
proximity df Surat gives an influence in that 
government, which, if rightly exerted, may 
prove of immenfe benefit ; as Surat is, next 
to Bombay, the great mart for our ftaple 
commodities. Through thefe advantages the 
trade may fall almoft totally into the hands 
of the Englifh. 

What is yet of greater confequence, not 
only to the Company but the nation, is the 

* Gaut or Gatte means paffage. 
f 140,000 1. at 2 s. per roupie. 
i 35)OOQ 1. at 29. the common exchange is 2 s, 3d. 

A 4 maritime 
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maritime power which arifes from this pof- 
feflion. Docks are conftru&ed there fuffi- 
cient not only for repairing, but building of 
fhips. To thefe it is eafy to bring excellent 
timber * from the continent, particularly from 
Baflein ; a number of artificers are fettled 
there, fo that every repair and building may 
be done as perfedly as in England. This 
convenience is not to be found in any other 
part of that, or the Coromandel Coaft, nor 
even in Bengal ; and to this refburce may 
in a great meafure be attributed the fuccefs 
of England in that region during the laft 
war. But the great expence attending this 
fettlement hath hitherto counterbalanced thefe 
advantages; the .profits arifing from the terri- 
tory, and the great trade carried on, not being 
equal to the amount of that expence. This hath 
made feme further advantage in thefe parts 
neceflary, and this neceflity hath been moft 
ftrongly felt fijice the year 1768, when there 
were great additions made to the fortifications, 
and the military efeablifhment was augmented ; 
a wife meafure ! fo neceflary that it is to be 

* The Teke tree, called hy Fryer the Indian oak, grows 
in all thofe parts. It is better from its durability in water 
than our oak. Ships built of that wood, and ufed in the 
country trade, laft twenty or thirty years, and longer. 

wondered 
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wondered that no inconvenience arofe during 
the long time it remained neglected. 

By the great fums then expended, and the 
lafting increafe of that eftablifhment, the de- 
fedl before-mentioned became grievous* and 
moftly when it was neceflary to furnifh in- 
veftments for Eux'ope and China. The only 
remedy was the acquifition of a territory fuf- 
ficient by its revenues to defray the expence 
of the, eftablifhment. The ifland of Salcet, 
Baflein, and its territory, immediately pre- 
fen ted themfelves as the proper objects for 
this purpofe, when even an opportunity- 
fhould offer to acquire them from the Maha- 
rattas who were then the pofleflors of them. 
The fituation and nature of Salcet have beep, 
already defcribed ; its produce is fuch that it 
alraoft fuffices for the fupply of Bombay, 
which, with the aid of Caranjah and Bafleiq 
may, however numerous its people, be fecure 
of provifion of every kind. Baflein is neceflary 
to the provifion of timber wanted for the 
Company’s docks, which, fhould it fall ip 
the hands of an enemy, or a quarrel arife, 
with its pofleflors, might become ufelefs for 
want of materials. The importance of thofe 
objects, fo much greater than that of the 



10 AN ACCOUNT 

fupply of expence, hath fo llrongly ftrucfc 
the Directors, that they have repeatedly and 
urgently enjoined that prefidency to feize 
every opportunity of acquiring thcfe pofl'ef- 
fions, and to that principally to dire£t their 
views and operations : but as the pofleffors 
are equally ienfible of thole advantages, and 
conlequently of the value of their poffeffion, 
there was little profpedt of fuccefs, when, in 
the year 1773, the diforders which difturbed 
the government of the Maharatta ftate af- 
forded the occalion fo much wilhed. That 
thefe events may be understood, it is necef- 
fary to give fome account of the people among 
whom they happened : a people who have 
hitherto had no regular place in hiltory ; 
mentioned only curforily as freebooters or 
barbarians, although fettled in a regular go- 
vernment, and the molt considerable nation 
in India ; whether we regard the extent of 
their territory, their Situation, or their arms. 

The rapidity of fuccefs which fo wonder- 
fully extended the empire of the Mahome- 
tans, attended thofe who invaded India. The 
princes of that imraenfe region were in 
general overwhelmed : divided among them- 
lulves they affilted their conquerors; yet 

many 
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many of them, whilft they yielded, 
ferved their dominions by paying a tribute, 
and acknowledging the - Sovereignty of the 
vidtors; and others refufmg this, by arms 
kept up their independence. They, whole 
poffeifions lay in the low, plain, and fertile 
part of the country, being lefs able to refill, 
were in the firft clafs ; but they who dwelt 
among the mountains, hardy and ufed to 
arms, and protected by the roughnefs of 
their fituation, were not to be ealily fubdued. 
They not only refilled, but often baffled the 
power of the mightieft emperors : even Au- 
rengzebe found it neceffary to prefer art to 
force ; and, by being fatisfied with fmall ac- 
knowledgments, prevailed by cunning where 
his arms muff have failed. The kingdom 
of Vifiapour was thus at lalf fubdued by 
him ; and the king brought to his court, re- 
mained there maintained by a penfion as one 
ofhisOmrahs; but a part of that* kingdom 
inhabited by a hardy race, who before that 
revolution had thrown off the fubjedtion to 
the king, remained unconquered ; and con- 
tinued not only free from the yoke of' the 
Moguls, but at lull faw that empire tribu*' 
tary to them. 


Thele 
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Thefe tribes extended from the territory 
Of Surat to that of Goa along the fea coaft, 
and backward over the mountains to the city 
Of Vifiapour, and are at this day known by 
the name of Maharattas. The hiftory of the 
Hindoos gives them great antiquity, even to 
the moft remote times *. They have pre- 
ferved their original manners and religion j 
fcrupulous obfervers of that of Bramah, they 
iiever feed on any thing which hath had ani- 
mal life S temperate, fober, indefatigable ; al- 
ways in arms ; inured to all hardships, capable 
of refilling heat and climate. A numerous 
cavalry mounted on horfes as hardy in their 
iiature as their riders, is the jftrength of their 
army : their marches are incredibly long and 
fapid i they avoid general engagements ; re* 
treating with a celerity as fudden as that 
with which they invaded, they mark the 
Country they leave with the mifery of plun- 
der and devaluation ; they return as foon as 
the army raifed by the prince, whofe territory 
they invade, hath been dilbanded. Thus all 
the horrors of this predatory war are renewed, 
tp the total deftru&ion. of the wretched in- 
habitants. Hence the difficulty of reaching 

* Orrae. Dow. 

them, 
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them, and the detriment arifing from thefo 
inroads induce the princes of the invaded 
countries to purchafe their retreat, either by 
a large contribution, or ftipulating to pay an 
annual tribute. Their arms have extended 
this kind of conqueft even to the gates p£ 
Dehli, Expences in luxury are unknown tq 
them; and continually collecting from the 
countries they pafs over, immenfe treafores 
are brought to remain in theirs; which, 
whilft the provinces within their reach have 
been ravaged and exhaufted, have continued 
in undifturbed tranquillity. The policy gf 
the original conftitution of their government 
forbad the extonfon of their territorial dkb 
minions. This law, notwithftanding the 
fuccefs attending their arms, and the incite* 
ments of ambition common to cpnqqerprg, 
continued long inviolate, their views leading 
them no further than the iippofition of a tri* 
bute they called Chout, one fourth of the 
eftimated clear revenue of the countries they 
fubdued ; this, in a courfe of time, became 
general through the greatefo part of Jndia, 
Their refources of wealth were fimple, grid 
unembarraffed by territorial arrangements! 
their armies numerous in proportion to their 
immenfe revenues, and their Country eafy of 

defengg, 
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defence. But by degrees the ambitious and 
interefted views of powerful individuals 
brought them to depart from this policy, and 
to extend their territorial pofleffions. From 
that time their government no longer retained 
a confiftent fyftem of meafures, but became 
a disjointed union of different interefts and 
dependencies, where each chief, accommodat- 
ing the interefts of the ftate to what l'uited 
his, a&ed folely for his own purpofe. 

The revolution by which thefe tribes be- 
came an independent nation *, was owing to 
a bold Raypout of the kingdom of Viliapour, 
named Seva or Sava +, who had long dwelt 
in the mountains, where he was at the head 
of a bold' fet of ‘adventurers. This man 
was defcended from an ancient line of Rajas, 
of the caft of the Bouncelos, a warlike and 
active race. His grandfather, Vanga Gi, was 
high in office under Nizam Shaw the laft 
prince of Guzurat ; and by him was Seva’s 
father, Shaw Gi Raja, made commander of 
Jenneah Gur, where Seva was born, as was 
alfo a fecoiid fon called Samba ; by another 

* , Fryer, 

f He is commonly called Seva GI. This additional fyl- 
labie denotes fome rank or honour ; as chief. 
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wife he had a third fon named Ekou. When 
Nizam Shaw was fubdued by Aurengzebe, 
Shaw Gi, andhis two younger fons, entered 
into the fervice of the king of Vifiapour, 
where they were raifed to great employ- 
ments ; the father to the command of the 
king’s guard, Samba to a jaguier of ten 
thoufand horfe, and twenty thoufand foot, 
with thirty lacks of roupies a year, and 
Ekou to one of two thoufand horfe and eight 
thoufand foot, with ten lacks of roupies a 
year. Seva would not fubmit to ferve any 
prince, but, gathering a party, maintained 
himfelf and them by inroads upon the plain 
countty; fometimes again# the fobje&s of 
the Mogul, at others again# thofe of Vifia- 
pour. Nor could he ever be brought by the 
inftances of his father and his brothers to 
change this courfe of life, which difobedience 
occafioned fo heavy a refentment from his 
father, that he excluded him from his foc- 
ceffion. The king of Vifiappur, upon fome 
fufpicions of machinations again# him, put 
to death Shaw Gi Rajah : revenge of this 
• murder furnifhed Seva an excufe for pufhiug 
on his devaftations. The king lent a #rong 
army again# him, * under the command of 
Abdul Cawn; Seva, folding it much fuperior 
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to any he could raife, whilft it was yet at a 
great diftance, pretended that he was defirous 
of yielding obedience, and requeued his ad- 
vancing with a fmall party to a choultry 
which flood between the two armies, that 
he might there kifs his feet, and pray him to 
folicit his pardon from the king. Abdul too 
eafily believed him, and advancing with his 
fon, and an inconfiderable retinue, came to 
the place appointed. Seva waited there for 
him, accompanied by few ; but he had placed a 
ftrong party in ambufli, who lay totally con- 
cealed. He, feemingly unarmed, advancing 
proftrated himfelf at Abdul’s feet, and with 
tears requefted his interceflion with thdking. 
As they entered the choultry Seva faid, 
“ You, my- lord, may execute your plea- 
“ fure on me, and eafe me of my life.” 
Upon which Abdul, that his fears might va- 
nifh, and to fhew him an entire confidence, 
gave his fword and poynard to his page. 
They then begun their conference, when 
Seva drew a ftilletto from his fleeve, and 
ftabbed him to the heart. Abdul the fon 
flew on Seva and wounded him; but the 
men in ambufh rufhed into the choultry at 
that moment, a fcuffle enfued, in which, 
fortunately Abdul efcaped ; and by putting 

on 
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on a mean drefs ; and* flying through un- 
frequented ways, reached his camp ; where 
the tragical end of their general was no fooner 
known, than all the troops difperfed. 

Seva, that he might not lofe the fruit of 
ills crime, immediately marched to Panala, 
a wealthy and ftrong city, hoping to fur- 
prize it; but the citizens were on their 
guard. He, therefore fearing that a fiege 
would be long, and give time fdr another 
army to be fent againft him, which iri the 
plain and open country he could not cope 
with, endeavoured a ftratagem. Seven hun- 
dred of his followers were employed for 
this purpofe-i To many of their officers he 
publicly gave ill-ufage; they loudly com- 
plained ; and, feeming from refentmenl his 
flitter enemies, departed to the town, and 
offered their fervice againft him. They were 
well received 5 and though at firft the in- 
habitants ufed caution, yet in a very fhort 
time their indolence and luxury drawing 
them to confidence in thefe new friends, they 
left the guard of the walls moftly to them i 
as they had fought pleafure more than feeu- 
rity, the ramparts and outworks Were pleaf- 
Jng walks fhadowed. with trees ; • under the 

B covey 
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cover of thefe a detachment of Seva’s army 
approached undilcovered, and were the fuc- 
ceeding night admitted by their friends. The 
inhabitants were foon overpowered, and at 
Seva’s mercy, who cotifidered them as his 
fubjedts, and made their city his retreat ; 
adding to the fortifications, and deftroying 
the trees which had rendered the former ufe- 
lefs : from this place he over-ran the adja- 
cent country. The king foon fent a frefh force 
againfl him, under the command of Abdul ; 
this confifted of the troops lately difperfed, 
and a body of cavalry under Ruftan Gemma, 
who had a jaguire of thirty lacks of roupies a 
year, for which he maintained ten thoufaud 
horfe and thirty thoufand foot ; but Seva 
found means to gain him. Abdul advanced 
gallantly, and with a fmall band of chofcn 
friends rufhed to that part where Seva was, 
calling him aloud to an encounter; but Seva, 
who depended upon more than valour, dc- 
Ipifed the challenge, anfwering, “ The rafh 
“ youth may fall by other hands.” In the 
mean time Ruftan’s horfe difbanded, and he, 
with a fmall party, went over to Seva: Ab- 
dul with his few brave friends broke through 
and reached Vifiapour, his whole army dil- 
perfing, left Seva mailer of the field. Ruftan 

advifed 
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advifed Seva to take advantage of the prefent 
confirmation, and march dire&ly to Vifia- 
pour; he followed his counfel, and his bold-' 
nefs would have fucceeded, had not Siddyjore 
another jaghedar advanced to the relief of 
the city, with a body fo confiderable, his 
own troops being increafed by the re-aflem- 
blage of the difperfed army, that Seva could 
not ftand before it, but was obliged to re- 
treat to Panala. Siddy encamped near the 
town ; Seva, whofe ftratagems never failed 
him, contrived to efcape, and proceeded to 
Rajapour, the chief city and fortrefi of Siddy, 
where he produced a forged phirmaund *, fealed 
with Siddy’s feal, whereby it was fignified, 
that having exchanged this fortrefs for Pa- 
nala, the commander was ordered to deliver it 
up to Seva. Siddy, not able to do any thing 
againfi Panala, returned to Viliapour. The 
■king fufpe&ed him of treachery, yet received 
him with a fair countenance, and made him 
the ufual presents upon his difmiflion ; but, 
foon after changing his mind, gave orders 
to Bullul Cawn, whom he made com- 
mander in chief, to overtake and deftroy him. 
Siddy, when Bullul reached him, encountered 
and defeated him. The king then marched 

* A grant. 

B z in 
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ill perfon again ft him, having by lecret 
means gained feveral of Siddy’s army, who;, 
not miftrufting the treafon, joined battle, in 
which, being forfaken, he was flain. « This 
treatment of Siddy Jore incited Siddy Maf- 
ftne, another potent jaghedar, to vengeance; 
•and thus civil difcord completed the milery 
of this kingdom. In the mean time Seva, 
improving the opportunity, fecured feveral 
fmall places towards the fea coaft. In the 
midft of this confufion the king died without 
ifiue ; upon his death his widow afcended 
the* throne ; and, by the weaknefs of her go- 
vernment, furnilhed Seva further occafion of 
gratifying his revenge, and indulging his 
ambition. The queen had, dining the life 
of her hufband, conceived a parental fond- 
nefs for a youth named Sikendar, whom fhe 
had educated in the dodrine of Ali, the fed 
of Mahometans which prevailed in Perfia. 
She now adopted him, and gave him the 
title of king : this could not fail of being 
odious to' a people of all others the moft 
fcrupuloufly attached to their religion. Seva 
was highly efteemed for his valour, and 
either' from principle or political views, a 
ftrid profeffor of the Gentoo religion, had 
acquired a great intereft among the Bratnins. 
Improving thefe advantages, he extended his 

influence 



OF BOMBAY. 


ar 


influence among the Raypouts. The fcruples 
of many, and the difcontents of more, in- 
creafed his company of adventurers to an 
army, at the head of which he unexpectedly 
appeared. The queen was totally unprepared. 
Each advantage improving his force, he re- 
duced into his pofleffion the fortrefles of Ra- 
japur, Rafejeir, and a great part of the Ma- 
labar Coaft ; in Rafejeir he was faid to have 
found great treafures. His fuccefs was fuch,' 
that the queen, in the year 1674, before 
her adopted fon Sikendar could attain his 
majority, was obliged to enter into a treaty 
with him. By the peace which followed, 
he obtained the independent dominion of 
the territory and forts which he had con- 
quered. 

Unfortunately for the queen and Sikendar 
this diminution was followed by a worfe. 
Pammaich, another of the Raypouts tribu- 
tary to her, trailing to the inacceffible moun- 
tains which furrouiided his country, revolted, 
and was fuccefsfttl j his faftneffes for a long 
time protecting him. 

Her principal forces being employed in 
the reduction of this, rebel, Aurengzebe feized 
B 3 this 
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this opportunity, and marching to the city 
of Viliapour, conquered that and the fortrefs 
after a thiee years refinance ; the unhappy 
Sikendar was taken prifoner. Aurengzebe 
carried him to his court, where he relided as 
one of his omrahs, enjoying a penfion of a 
million of roupies. This revolution hap- 
pened in the year 1685, 

From the time Seva found himfelf efta- 
hlifhed by this peace, he aflumed the title of 
■Raja Seva Gi, and a regal if ate, had a pom- 
pous coronation, and applied himfelf clofely 
to make his conqucft a valuable dominion ; 
he fortified the principal palles in the moun- 
tains, and placed therein faithful lieutenants 
and good garrifons. His conquefts extended 
to the territory of Surat northward, and 
fouthwaid to that of Goa : the coaft between 
thefe two places became a part of his pofiefe 
fion. This enabled him not only to harrafs 
the country round him by continual incur- 
fions, but alfo to Hop all commerce, both 
of the Portugueze and the fubjedts of the 
empeior, by his depredations, infomuch that 
each of thefe powers were happy to receive 
Jus terms. The pofiefiion of fe confide rable 
a tradt of fea coaft infpired him with the idea 

of 
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of acquiring a maritime power ; his late fuc- 
cefs in his depredations gave probability to 
the feheme ; and his activity in the purfuit 
of it was fuch, that in a fhort time his force 
was fufficient, not only to refill, but even 
to beat a fleet the Mogul emperor had equip- 
ped againft him. Thus both at fea and land 
was his dominion eftablifhed. 

In the year 1674, the prelidency of Bom- 
bay fent an embafly to him to treat concerning 
a trade to be carried on through his country ; 
in which negotiation they afked the fame 
privileges they enjoyed in Perlia and In- 
doftan. This was a favourable time for them, 
as their gallant behaviour, in repulling an at- 
tack he had made upon Surat, had imprefled 
him with an idea of their valour : he there- 
fore willingly granted them leave to come to 
Raree, a ftrong hold in the Gatte where 
he then redded. They proceeded from Upper 
Choul, a conliderabie fea-port in his polfef- 
lion, and, after many difficulties, came the 
fourth day to Bunchara, a town at the foot 
of the mountaiiLbn which Raree Hands ; 
there they jStchcentheir tents, and waited for 

*' Qatte tiga]6.es a pals, 
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his return from a pilgrimage he made to & 
famous pagoda called Purtabgur, preparatory 
fo his coronation, which they were fpeftators 
of, and of his fourth marriage. Thefe were 
to him fuch ferious matters, that, till all the 
Ceremonies of faffing and purification were 
bver '(during which he and his family were 
(hut up with the bramins) the ambafladors 
could not treat of bufinefs with him perfo- 
nally, but were referred to Moro Pundit his 
Pafhwa, or chancellor, who was to report to 
him the demands they made : their prefents 
■were accepted, and their reception was cour- - 
teous. Sava Gi owed his fuccels in a great 
meafure to the influence of the bramins ; an 
incident, trifling in itfelf, {hews his attention 
to keep well with, their tribe, during this 
time of his reccfs he was weighed in gold, 
and x 6,000 pagodas found to be his weight, 
were, with 1 00,000 more, diffiibuted among 
the bramin^ on the day of his coronation *. 

Except 

* The great influence of the bramins over the people 
gave infinite advantage to thofe whofe caufe they efpouied. 
They were revered by the higheil. In the hiftory of 
Feiuftuo, tranflated by Dow, page 4. vol. I. anno 977. 
‘f It was then cuftotaary among the Rajas, in affairs 0$ 
*f moment^ to affemble the Double Council, which coft- 
f* filled or an equal number of the moil relpedtable bra- 

“ mins 
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Except making the Englilh coin current 
In his dominions, and reftoring wrecks of 
fhips perifhed on his coafts, the whole that 
was demanded was granted, with this com- 
pliment, that with great fatisfadion he em- 
braced our friendfhip, promifing to himfelf 
and his country much happinefs by our fettle- 
ment and trade, 

Seva’s fuccefs gained him not only terri- 
tory but dependents. Many of the Ray- 
puts, who were tributaries to the Mogul 
apd king ofVifiapour, wearied by the ftate 
of war in which they were obliged to live, 
and feeing an advantage iri being under his 
protedion, as they would for a fmaller tri- 
bute paid to him, not only fave their land 
from devaluation, but lhare the benefit of his 
manner of maintaining himfelf (the Ipoils of 
the neighbouring countries) became his ja- 
ghedars or feudatories ; paying him an an- 
nual fum, and flipulating to furnifh a cer- 
tain number of troops whenever occafion re- 

*' mins, who fat on the right of the throne, and of the 
t’ nobles, Ket trees, whq fat on the left but they feeta 
only to be advifers ; for there the Raja, to his i.uin, againll 
the unanimous opinion of fuch a council, continued a war 
againft the emperor of Ghizni, 

quired t 
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quired : and thus was formed that federal 
union which conftitutes the Maharatta ftate. 
Each of thefe jaghedars maintains a certain 
number of troops, with which, when they are 
not engaged in the common caufe, they make 
incurfions in the neighbouring provinces ; 
Sometimes fettling in thofe parts which lie 
moil conveniently for their purpofe ; at others, 
being fatisfied with the chout or tribute. 
As the princes from whom this tribute is ex- 
adted are impatient of this yoke, to which 
they yield only through neceflity, the Ma- 
hometans, who look on themfelves as the 
conquerors of India, feeling deeply the in- 
dignity of fubmitting to perfons whom they 
look, on merely as freebooters, whenever they 
find an opportuity of evading thefe payments, 
either from any addition to their firength, 
or embarraffments among the Maharatta?, 
with-hold them, which the others, as foon 
as they find it feafible, fail not to demand 
with an armed force ; and thus their troops 
are kept up, and their inclination to plunder 
gratified. 

The diflentions and war among the fuc-. 
cefiors of Aurengzebe left thofe of Seva at iit 
berty ,>to flrengthen and eftabliih themfelves.s 

tllQ 
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the luxury of the prince, and infidelity of 
the chief omrahs, diffolved the government 
of the Mogul empire. In the interval of 
time paffed from the year 1707*, in which 
Aurengzebe died, to the year 1718, when 
Mahommed Shaw afcended the throne, four 
princes reigned, three of whom were exalted, 
and then were deprived of life by the fa&ion 
of the Seids, Abdalla Cawn, and Haffen 
Cawn. Mahommed, foon after his acceffion , 
rid himfelf of thefe tyrants, and then funk; 
in indolence and the pleafures of his haram ; 
the otqiahs were at liberty to form and execute 
fchemes of independence in their govern- 
ments. The molt confiderable among thele, 
for extent of province and number of troops, 
were the Nizam ul Mulluck who commanded 
in the Decan, and Aliverdy Cawn who com- 
manded in Bengal. This omrah by his 
arms fubdued the Rajas who were his neigh-, 
hours, but tamely permitted the Maharattas 
to range through the interior parts of the 
empire. Thefe invafions were l’o fuccefsful 
in the kingdom of Malava and the neigh- 
bouring provinces, that Mahommed, to pur- 
chafe their retreat, confented to pay them 

* IfUtary of the Recline of the &IogUl Empire, 

the 
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the chout, or fourth part of the revenues of 
thofe provinces. Thus did the fucceflor of 
Tamerlane, and great-giandfon of Aureug- 
zebe, become their tributary. 

The whole province of Guzurat, and 
country as far as the Indus, was in this man- 
ner fubje&ed to them, and a part of it in 
the a&ual pofleffion of fome of their chiefs 
or jaghedais. 

The invafion of the Perfian Nadir, through 
the treachery of the Nizam, having exhaufted 
the provinces, occafioued the tribute to run 
in arrcar ; this furnifhed the pretence, as the 
weaknefs of the, empire did the opportunity, 
of another invafion. An army of eighty 
thouland horfe under the command of Rago 
Gi, in 1740, invaded the Carnatic; having 
forced the paffes of the mountains, they fur- 
prized and defeated the army of Doaft Aly 
the nabob of the province, who with his fon, 
fell in the adtion. Sipander the fon, and 
Chunda a Saib, the fon-in-law of Doaft Ali, 
were at variance, and, inftead of uniting to 
repel this invalion, ihut themfelves up, the 
firfi, in Vellour, the latter in T ritchinopoli. 
Thus mafters of the province they ravaged 
1 ' it. 
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it, and raifed heavy contributions. Sipander fet 
on foot a negotiation, which ended in a fti- 
pulation to pay them a hundred lacks of rou- 
pies, and put them in pofleffion of the territory 
of Tritchinopoly. Sipander was acknowledged 
Nabob. They then retired ; but fix months 
after returned to take pofleffion of the land 
yielded to them. _ Chunda Saib fuftained a 
three months flege in Tritchinopoly, and 
then was obliged to furrender at difcretion. 
Madhar Row, who commanded there in the 
year 1741, fold it fora fum of money to 
Abdulla Cawn, one of the Nizam generals. 

In' this year they demanded the chout 
from the emperor, who,' unable to pay it,' 
gave them a commiflion to gather it in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, 
where Aliverdi had made himfelf independ- 
ent The Suu Raja fent an army of 50,000 
horfe from Sattarah, his capital, to invade 
Bengal, under the conduct of Bofcaf Pundit; 
they ravaged all the diftri&s Weft of the 
Ganges. Aliverdi refilled them by arms and 
intrigue; he found means to have their leader 
aflaffinated ; the army retreated ; but W 
Raja fent two other armies, one by the way 
of Bahar, commanded by Balia Row. and' 1 

'•knotner 
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another by Cattack, under the command of 
Rago Gi. Aliverdi contrived to low diffen- 
tiou between thefe chiefs, and treated feparate- 
ly with Balia Row, who having received two 
years chout evacuated the province. Bago Gi 
retreated to Cattack, whence with flying 
parties he harrafled the provinces': in feme 
time Aliverdi prevailed upon him to return 
likewife. 

In the year 1750 they retreated from the 
fouthern provinces of the empire, , in pur- 
fuance of an alliance with Ahmed the fan of 
Mohammed, who was then defending him-' 
jfelf again ft the Patans. By this treaty it 
was ftipulated, that the. chout fhould be re- 
gularly paid. The confufion which reigned 
in Dehli prevented this, and furnifhed an 
occafion of continual incurfions, which the 
wars, harrafting the fouthern provinces, made 
ever fuccefsful. This profperous ftate con- 
tinued till their diftra&ions at home engaged 
their whole attention. 

Seva Gi, in modelling his riling empire, 
followed the genius of the Gentoo fyftem ; 
among them, the Raja has the fupreme au- 
tkptity, is mafter of peace and war, and ab- 

folutely 
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folutely commands the armies ; but, by ufage 
coeval with their law, is bound, from the 
moft learned among the bramins, to form a 
council, which affifts him in the admin ifh*a- 
tion of juftice, both in regard to punifh- 
ments and the decifion of property : their 
authority is fimilar to that which Caefar at- 
tributes to the Druids in Britain. Thus the 
human law, being fupported by the divine, 
mult have found perfect obedience in a na- 
tion fo bigotted to the tenets of their religion ; 
the firft of which is, that the bramins are of 
a race fupcrior to other mortals, who may 
think it a happinefs, when a call created par- 
ticularly for the exercife of the priefthood, 
in reading, teaching, and performing the 
ceremonies of religion, will condefcend to 
exercife functions inferior to thefe, whilft 
none of the other calls dare look up to theirs. 
Even that of the Raypouts, of which is the 
Raja, whofe particular diftinction is the pro- 
fcffion of arms, to protefl the fubje&s by 
their valour, and who therefore naturally 
have command, is inferior to that of the bra- 
mins, who are by the people more relpefted 
than the prince. 
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Befides this fpirit of the Gentoo fyftem,; 
Seva was attached to the bramins by policy j 
to them he owed his firft fuccefs, and from 
their influence he hoped yet greater advan- 
tages. Of his bounty and munificence, as 
well as deference to them, instances have 
been related on occafion of his coronation 
and marriage ; whilft therefore he retained 
the enfigns and reality of fupreme dignity* 
the power of peace and war, the command 
of armies, the difpofal of employments, go- 
vernments, and jaguiers, and the manage-* 
ment of the public treafure abfolutely to him- 
felf, he inftituted a council of eight perfons 
chofen among the bramins to allifl him in 
the adminiftration of the civil government. 
They exercifed the principal offices of the 
Hate under him, they held thefe offices only 
during his pleafure, in procefs of time they 
perpetuated them in that caft. Next in dig- 
nity to the Raja was the Purtenary, or dele-* 
gate, whofe fiat was previoufly neceflary to 
all a£ts of ftate : but the officer really moft 
powerful was the Paifhwa, or chancellor * ; in 
him was the executive power of adminiftra- 
tion really lodged; and as the name imports* 
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he prefided over the council, and was the 
reigning, indeed foie, minifter of the Raja. 
The fpirit and activity of Seva Gi was fuch, 
that his minifters could affume little or no 
power: but as by him the independence of 
his tribe was fettled, and the jaghedars fixed 
in their obedience and payment of their rent, 
his fucceffors, like other Indian princes* 
yielding to the foftnefs of the climate, and 
the allurements of luxury, to enjoy their 
pleafure left the adminiftration to their mi- 
nifter. Similar caufes produce like effedte 
though in different climates ; what hap- 
pened in the firft line of the French mon- 
archy happened here; from the indolence 
and inactivity of the prince, the abilities and 
real fervice of the chief minifter, the necef- 
fity to which the prince was reduced of be- 
ing totally in his hands, the influence of the 
perfons whom the minifter had won over to 
lecond him, tyhoin each ftate were' rulers of 
the people's confciences, the power by de- 
grees palled from the hand of the prince to 
that of the minifter. The Mayor of the 
Palace, and the Pailhwa, to the admini-,, 
ftration of government joined command of 
armies ; fuccefs againft foreign enemies, con- 
firmed them in that command; and the, of- 

C fice 
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fice fixed at firft in their perfon for life only, 
in time became hereditary in their family, 
whilft the prince became a mere cypher; and, 
fatisfied with outward enfigns of royalty, led 
a life dependent on the will of him who had 
thus ufurped his authority. In this ftate the 
Pailhwa was afiifted by the refl of the coun- 
cil, who law by this change the government 
fixed in the bramin call ; the office became 
hereditary, even when the Pailhwa left an 
infant foil, during whofe minority the admi- 
niftration was veiled in a regent and the reft 
of the council, and exercifed in the name of 
the infant. The completion of this change 
was owing to the Raja Sahoo ; in the be- 
ginning of whole reign a bramin called 
Wilh-wana Ballagee, through his great abi- 
lities, Seconded by dexterity, had fo far gained 
his prince’s favour and confidence, that he 
role to be of the Council of Eight, and foon 
to the office of Pailhwa. The Raja, finding 
every day more eafe from his management, 
determined formally to inveft him with all 
his authority and power, and even lome of 
the enfigns of royalty. From that time all 
orders formerly given in the name of the 
Raja iffued in that of the Pailhwa folely, 
whom Sahoo Ailed Pundit Praden, chief or 

eledt 
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eJe& of the Pundits *. The only referve 
of this thoughtlefs prince was the revenue 
of a large diftrid, from whole produce he 
maintained a conliderable body of troops, 
who were his body guard, and folely under 
his command. From that time, lhut up in 
Sattarah, and abandoned totally to his plea- 
fures, he appeared no more to his people, 
who, through the influence of the biatnin 
caft, were accuftomed in a fhort time to this 
alteration, which in reality had no bad ef- 
fects to them. The bramins readily affifted 
in a meafure which fixed the government in 
their caft, and gave a chance to each of their 
families of feeing the fupreme power fixed 
in it. 

This referve and guard makes it probable 
that by this ceffion Sahoo did not mean to 
dived himfelf totally ; his intention muft have 
been only the attainment of perfectly un- 
idifturbed tranquillity in the enjoyment of his 
.pleafures ; but his abfence from bufinefs and 
the view of his people gave his fubftitute 
the opportunity of fully eftablifhing his power 
and influence, infomuch that the office be- 
came not only permanent in himfclf, but 

* Learned Bramins. 

C a hcfe-« 
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hereditary in his family : it is now an efta- 
bliflied rule, the fucceflbr goes to Sattarah, 
where the Raja refides, and is inverted in his 
office by the delivery of the firpaw *. Such a 
revolution muft feem ftrange, but it muft be 
confidered that the bramins who compofed the 
council had, as moft orders of men, the in- 
tereft of their cart principally in view : by this 
abdication they faw the government fixed in 
it, and each might hope that his own family 
would fome time or other reap the benefit 
of it: and their influence over the people 
being lb great, they eafily brought them to 
fubmit to any government they app loved. 

Wifh-ana made ufe of his power in cre- 
ating dependents, and by degrees fo totally 
obfcured the Rajalhip, that the prince be- 
came a mere image or reprefentative of roy- 
alty. As Sahoo muft have been very weak 
as well as indolent and luxurious, it is not 
furprizing that, like the French monarchs, 
he was content with enjoying his pleafures 
within his palace, and in time funk into a 
priloner ; probably his mind as well as his 

• The firpaw is a rich garment with which the perfotx 
■who receives a great employment is inverted in the pre- 
fence of the prince, or of the minifter who carries it, if the 
favoured perfon is then abfent from court. 

body 
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body enervated through fenfual enjoyments, 
willingly acquiefced in this inglorious torpid 
Rate. His feclufion from the world totally 
eftablifhed the empire of the Paifhwa in the 
mind of his people, his perfon and his go- 
vernment were forgotten. Upon the death of 
Sahoo, he leaving no children, Raja Ram, 
who was only an adopted fan, probably chofen 
by Wifh-ana to ferve his purpofe, was per- 
mitted to fucceed to this Rate of captive roy- 
alty, and hath ever fince acquiefced, and 
peacefully obeyed the diftates of the Paifhwa 
or bramin council. The genius and circum- 
ftances of the refpedtive fucceffors of Sahoo 
and Wifh-ana have fo totally fixed the go- 
vernment in the Paifhwa, that every tranf- 
adtion with foreign powers is merely between 
that officer and them, without any regard to 
the Raja, 

Wifh-ana’s enterprifing fpirit did not long 
fuffer him to reft content with the incurfions 
ufttally made by the Maharattas ; he fought 
to regain what the valour of the Portugueze, 
on their firft invafion of India, had wrefted 
from tire inhabitants of that part of the Ma- 
labar Coaft which lies between Surat, and 
Goa: in a fhort time he became mafter of 
C 3 the 
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the principal part of the coaft, and by his 
own brother Oppah conquered Baffein and 
Salcet. Tliefe fuccefies encouraged him to 
attempt becoming a maritime power, and 
turned his thoughts to the eftablifhment of a 
marine. 

Th,e neighbourhood of this enterprifing 
people made it nccefiary for the p refid ency 
of Bombay to endeavour, by fome treaty or 
agreement, to prevent any difputes which 
might arife between them, and for that pur- 
poie one of their body was deputed to nego-' 
tiate, who found the ftate in the fituation 
above dclcribed, and therefore treated with 
the Paifhwa, by the intervention of Oppah, 
with whom fundry articles were fettled. 

Wifli-ana was peaceably fucceeded by his 
fon Ballagee, more generally known by the 
name of Nanah ; during his adminiflration 
the government was carried on with vigour ; 
the military prowefs of the Maharattas efta* 
blifhed a tribute, which, under the appel- 
lation of Chout, was exacted from all the 
countries fouth of their dominion ; the quar- 
rels among the different princes calling them* 
af fome times to the aid of one ; at others, 

tho 



OF BOMBAY. 


39 

the non-payment of the CLout gave them a 
pretence of an irruption to gather the ar- 
rears ; and thus continually employed abroad, 
and at home governing with firmncis and 
juftice, Nanah reigned without diftarbance, 
and at his death in 1761, the power and 
poft was tranfmitted, as of courfe, to his 
foil Madharow, though he was then but four- 
teen years old. Ragonath * Row, the bro- 
ther of the deceafed Pailhwa, carried on the 
government in the name of his pupil, and 
by his prudence corn! tidied it lo as to affirm 
the power of the Paifhwa. The neighbour- 
ing princes, particularly the fubah of the 
Decan, tempted by the youth of Madharow, 
invaded the territory of the Maharattas, but 
by Ragonath’s activity and valour he was fooa 
repulfed. His care extended to every part 
of adminiftration ; valour and conduit re- 
pelled foreign enemies; but internal evils 
were more difficult to be removed. 

Wifh-ana, on the firft eftablifhment of his 
power, as he was favoured by the reft of the 
council, to give it liability, found it necef- 

* Called alfo, and more generally by the EngHfb, Rn- 
gobah. ' 1 
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fary, not only to employ them in the civil 
department, but to give them all the advan- 
tage of emolument that could a rife from their 
offices ; by this they were enabled to acquire 
great riches, and increafe their intereft, aud 
that of the whole bramin caft : his fuccefibr 
continued the fame manner ; but probably 
Ragobah fhewed fome inclination to check 
this growth of powei and wealth ; for, during 
the minority of Mhadarow, they formed an 
intrigue, the efFefts of which have brought 
the Maharatta nation to fuch a Rate, that 
had any of the neighbouring powers been in 
a condition to take advantage of it, the whole 
muft have been loft. The bramins fcaicd 
not only the diminution of power, and of 
the means of mcreafing their riches, but the 
lofs of thofe riches, always an object of jea- 
loufy to the princes of that country. They 
faw the fteady adminjftratiou of the regent 
extended to every part of the nation, that his 
view was to affirm the power of the Pailhwa, 
and make him independent of theirs ; and 
from the talents of the young prince doubted 
not but, through his inftructions, he would 
purfue the fame plan, which muft end in 
their rniih It was necefiary to prevent this, 
that Ragobah fhould l)e removed'. To effect 

this 
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this would not have been eafy, had not a 
favourable circumflance offered the oppor- 
tunity, 

Nana had left a widow, who poffefled the 
art of intrigue : fhe was befides a confum- 
mate coquette ; and, fince the death of her 
hufband, had by her amours given great of- 
fence to Ragobah, who could not, without 
refentment, behold fo fhameful a courfe of 
life; he reproached her for it ; this procured 
him her inveterate hatred. The minifters 
failed not to improve fuch an advantage, and 
prompt her to ufe her influence over her Ion' 
to the deftru&ion of Ragobah. This was fuc- 
cefsful : a coolnefs at firfl, was followed by 
an open breach, and total deprivation of 
power, and ended in Ragobah’s confinement. 

The fuccefs of this intrigue at firfl threw 
the whole power into the hands of the mi- 
niflers ; their rapacity knew no 1 bounds ; as 
they were the difpenfers of favour, in a coun- 
try where prefents make the firfl claim, they 
could not fail amafling immenfe riches, and 
greatly extending their interefl by the oppor- 
tunity they had of making creatures, at the 
expence of the Paifhwa’s treafury. : / It hap- 
pened 
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pened, that the northern jaghedars, feeing 
the weaknefs of government, with-held their 
tribute, and were in this followed by the 
Pundits ; they purchafed, for a fmall part of 
what they ufed to pay, the protection of die 
minifters : fo the treafury vifibly dimini died, 
while their ftores increafed. But this lafted 
not Ion o;. 

O 

As Madharow advanced to manhood, he 
fhewed all the talents which form a great 
prince, and put in piadtice the inftrudtions 
he had received from the regent. One of his 
firft cares, upon his taking in hand the reins, 
was to deftroy this iniquitous combination, 
by narrowing the power of the minifters, and 
reftoring that firmnefs of government which 
had exifted during the regency of his uncle ; 
who, notwithftanding the Paifhwa’s penetra- 
tion, was ft ill kept in his difgrace and con- 
finement. The ability and activity of Mad- 
harow made him be reflected at home and 
dreaded abroad, and would certainly have 
proved as advantageous to his nation as fatal 
to his neighbours, had his life been longer. A 
lingering diforder put an end to- his ddigns 
in November 1772. He faw his end ap- 
proach with firmnefs, yet with great .anxiety 

at 
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at the Situation in which he left his family. 
His brother and fucceflor, Naron Row, was 
young and weak, confiding in th'ofe who 
flattered his paffions and vanity, a'nd ; totally 
under the influence of his mother. The Wife 
administration of Ragobah recurred to him. 
The contraft between which, and that likely 
to be under thofe difadvantages, Was Striking. 
Senfible that the good he had’ begun could be 
continued by him only, he wifhed to throw 
the management of the State into his hind. 
He knew the hatred of his mother, and the 
defigns of the minifters, the confequence of 
whole ambition might lofe the PaiShwafhip 
to his family, if ribt extinguish the office : 
at the fame time much was to be feared from 
the refentment of Ragobah ; fome marks of 
which had appeared in his impatience at his 
confinement, projects formed for his efcape, 
and meafures taken to revive his interests 
among his friends ; yet he knew him to be 
of a high Spirit, and naturally, not only bold 
and enterprifing, but alfo generous ; and as 
he had no children, fuppofed he might look 
on Naron as his own fon, and moved by the 
confidence repoSed in him, aft as his friend 
and parent ; he determined therefore to try 
that, method ; and calling to him his brother, 
fhewed him the dangers that furrounded him 

from 
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from the ambition and avarice of the mim- 
fters, and the intriguing fpirit, with the im- 
placable temper of his mother : he then had 
Ragobah brought in, and after many kind 
expreffions conjured him, forgetting the ill 
ufage he had received, to protect his nephew, 
and aid him with his councils ; at the fame 
time recommending to the young man to be 
totally guided by him, and to guard againft 
the influence of his mother, and the l'nares 
of the minifters: each promifing what he 
requefted, he joined their hands in token pf 
mutual friendship and alliance. Soon after 
this he expired. The firfl ads of the young 
Paifhwa, after the death of his brother, had 
the appearance pf a determination to perform 
hjs promife. It was agreed that Ragobah 
Ihoulcl be naib, or deputy, and carry pn the 
adminiftration of government in the name of 
Naron. In purfuance pf this, when the Raja 
in veiled him with the firpaw of Paifhwa, 
he conferred the naibfhip on Ragobah. Thus 
things 'wore the face of harmony ; but the 
different iqterefts of the perfons compoiiug 
the cabinet, and the reftlefs fpirit pf Gopi- 
caboy who retained all her influence, foon 
deftroyed it. The deceafed Paifhwa ha4 

* The mother of Naron and widow of Naaah. 

placed 
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placed great confidence in the Duan, Sac* 
caram Bapoo, and recommended him to that 
of his fucceflor. But a young man named 
Nan ah Furneze, who had attached himfelf to 
Gopicaboy, and whofe age and difpoiitions 
nearly approached Naron’s, infinuated him- 
felf in his favour, and formed the defigu of 
making it ferve his ambition. His wealth, 
family intereft, and connexions were confi- 
derable enough to create a ftrong party, which , 
with the addition of Gopicaboy, became an 
overmatch for Saccaram : but Ragobah was 
an unfurmountable check to their defigns, 
and therefore it was abfolutely determined to 
remove him from the peifon of Naron, and 
deprive him of his office. The fame means 
which had effected this with Madharow were 
repeated ; and a particular incident gave them 
a handle for their infinuations. 

Whether the weaknefs arid debauchery of 
Naron had difgufted Ragobah, or whether he 
was fwayed by other motives, he, fome time 
after the death of his nephew, had adopted 
a youth named Furrat Row, who was nearly- 
related to Moodagee Bouncelo, one of the 
moft powerful and confiderable of the’ Ma* 
haratta chiefs. This adoption, and the con- 
nexion 
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nexion confequent to it, were by Gopicaboy 
tiled as Urong arguments that Ragobah de- 
igned to eftablilh himfelf in the office of 
Pailhwa, to the prejudice of Naron. She 
reprefented that he had ailed contrary to the 
cuftom of the country, which approved not 
adoptions where there were nephews ; that 
by this the fucceffion to his wealth was taken 
from his family ; and perhaps the high of- 
fice of Pailhwa might be fo : that the con- 
nexion with fo powerful a chief as Bouncelo 
could have no other view but eftablilhiug 
iuch an intereft as might overbalance the 
Pailhwa’ s power. By thefe infinuations, and 
the flattery of Nanah and his young com- 
panions, the dying requefi: of the late Pailh- 
wa, and promife in confequence, were obli- 
terated, and Ragobah was once more a pri- 
soner; and, on the nth of April 1 773* 
clofely confined, and deprived of the accefs 
of his friends. 

Naron, thus freed from the controul of 
his uncle, gave a full range to his folly ; his 
debauchery, pride, and arrogance knew no 
bounds. The confidence was given totally 
to Nanah and his adherents, and Saccaram 
the Duan not only was negleded, but in- 

fulted. 
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•fultecl, and even defigns entertained of de- 
priving him of the duan&ip. This Go- 
pi caboy was labouring jto .effeft, and her 
principles were fo known, that it was not 
doubted but his life, if it feemed neceffary, 
would be quickly facriflced to her thirffc of 
power and revenge. The apprehensions rifmg 
from this knowledge were foou ,e»creafed to 
certa'-ity. By the means of Bouncejo, Sac- 
caram received notice that a plot was formed 
to aflaflinatc him and Ragobah; this, in a 
mind already inflamed, funk deep, and was 
followed by a refolution to fecure his own 
fafety by any means. The rnoft obvious was 
the death of Naran ; this was inflantly re- 
folved : but it was neceffary to go further : 
feizing the power into his hands and .that of 
his friends was the molt defirable,-but whilft 
the office of Paifhwa exifted, or Ragobah 
lived, this was not eafy. The extinguifh- 
ment of the office might reftore the Raja, 
and deprive them and their call. The death 
of Ragobah would open the eyes of all, and 
reprefent their aft, not as a meafure of fafety 
and public utility, but inordinate ambition. 
On -the other hand, Ragobah, if releafed, 
might look on them as his friends, and pre- 
fer ve to them their wealth and power : thi v 

determined 
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determined them to releafe and reinftate Rago- 
bah. This fcheme was laid, and carried 
into execution by the art of Saccaram, who 
prevailed on Mahomet Eloof and Summer 
Sing to procure two Subadars to undertake 
the death of Naron : on the 1 8th of Avrguft 
1773, they led their party, which conlifted 
of five hundred men, to the Durbar, under 
pretence of being muftered ; the gates were 
forced, and the guards put to the fword. 
Naron, rouzed by the tumult, faw the full- 
nefs of his danger, and at the fame time the 
impoffibility of efcaping. The prifon, where 
Ragobah was confined, feemed the only re- 
fuge, thither he fled, and throwing himfelf 
at his uncle’s feet, begged his protedion ; and 
alluring him nothing more than imprifon- 
ment had ever been defigned againft him, 
befought him to alfume the government, 
and only fave his life. Before any thing 
could be anfwered, the party broke in, and 
found him in that pofture. Ragobah had 
time only to take him in his arms, which 
ad would have faved him; but a Have, whom 
Naron had lately caufed to be leverely whip- 
ped, and who had led the party to this apart- 
tment, urged them on ; their weapons were 
inftantly direded to the perfon of Ragobah, 

who, 
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tvho, to fave himfelf, was obliged to aban- 
don the wretched youth to their i words. 

Thus did a moment determine the fate 
of thefe two princes. The one, who lan- 
guished in prifon when he expected death, 
was railed to liberty and command : and the 
other, in the height of Security, fell a victim 
to his arrogance* 

Ragobah was inftantly brought out of his 
confinement by Saccaram, and by him and 
the other minifters faluted Pailhwa. His ad- 
opted fon was fent to, Sattarah to obtain the 
inveftiture of the office, with which he im- 
mediately returned, and Ragobah entered, in 
iall appearance, peaceably upon the execution 
of it* 

The confpiracy again!! Naron had been 
kept Secret to the moment of its execution : 
and as no life was fought but his, Nanah Fur* 
neze, and his adherents, had time to fave 
themfelves by flight. Ragobah recalled them, 
and, having given them aflurances, they re- 
fumed the exercife of their offices ; Ragobah 
was acknowledged by them, and all the in- 

D ferior 
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ferior offices throughout the Maharatta flate, 
and every thing feemed peace. 

Mr. Mofiyn, the refident of the Englifh 
Company at Poonah, made him the ufual 
prefents, accompanied with a proffer of our 
Friendfhip, which was accepted, and mutual' 
engagements were entered into to maintain 
the alliance made with his anceftor Badjerow, 

But, though every thing at Poonah wore 
the appearance of peace and acquiefcence un- 
der this eftablifliment, diffatisfa&ion and -fear 
lurked in the Durbar, and in a fhort time 
broke out to the diflurbance of the ftate, an’d 
ruin of the Paifhwa. 

The mifchiefs which had fprung forth 
during the firft imprifonment of Ragobah, 
were but kept under in the fhort adminiftra- 
tion of Madharow, and revived with more 
force than ever in that of Naron. Hence Ra- ' 
gobah, at his acceffion, found an exhaufted 
treafury, a ceflation of the payment of tri- 
bute by the neighbouring princes, and the 
principal offices held by perfons attached to 
one or other of the parties which divided the 
Durbar. Both united in their fentiments as 

to 
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to him. Even Saccaram and his party were 
determined, if poffible, to keep him in jfuch 
a ffate, that he foould be dependent on 
them, or at leaft not of ftrength fufficient to 
enable him to call them to an account for 
peculation and iniquitous wafte of the pub- 
lic treafure. For their freeing him from im- 
prifonment, and inftalling him in the Paifo- 
wafoip, was not owing to any affection for 
him or his family, but folely to the neceffity 
of fhewing fomething of a regard to .the pub- 
lic, which might cloak their intereffed views: 
Ragobah knew this well: he had already 
felt the effects of their cabals ; but as he was 
how not pnder the power of any fuperior: 
he did not fear influence ; he therefore took 
the fhorteft method of mending his affairs 
.and recruiting his treafury, by requiring the 
payment of arrears of tribute from the princes 
.of Indoftan, at the fame time managing the 
teveniies of the ftate by his own officers,' 
without a duaii , or treasurer- : to bring the 
former meafure to pafs, he applied to Mo- 
dagee Bouncelo, that fome of the force under 
him foould join the fmall body he had on 
.foot, and at the head of thefe he marched 
againft .the Nizam of the Decan, to bring 
him to pay the arrear due by him,- and en- 
D 2 camped 
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camped in his territory. Though he knew 
the difpofition of both parties again!! him, 
and from the nature of man mull have con- 
cluded that Saccaram’s difappointment, in 
not being Duan, mull have made him a bitter 
enemy, he left Poonah, without proper pre- 
cautions, accompanied by fome of thofe very 
perfons who dreaded his power, and feared, 
when thoroughly eftablifhed, it would be 
turned againft them. The confequence had 
nearly proved fatal to him : part of thele re- 
tired from his camp, when in fight of the 
Nizam’s army, and the other concerted mea- 
fures to deliver him up to his enemy. They 
fucceeded fo well that in November 1 773, 
when the Nizam’s forces encountered him, 
having been, in the beginning of the action, 
furprized in his tent, to which the Nizam’s 
troops had been fuffered to pafs, he narrowly 
efcaped after receiving fome wounds ; a total 
defeat of his army followed. But as the na- 
ture of thofe troops prompts them foon to 
fly, lb it laves many, who immediately again 
appear in arms ; Ragobah was therefore foon 
again at the head of an army, which, by 
Modagee joining him, amounted to 60,000 
horle ; on the other hand, Shabajee, brother 
to Modagee, who dilputed with him the 

Raj alliip 
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Rajalhip of Berar, joined the Nizam with a 
force of 40,000. Ragobah having taken the 
fort of Muldroog advanced to Badar. The 
armies lay feveral days in fight of each other; 
frequent Ikirmilhes enfued : both parties fuf- 
fered great inconvenience : Ragobah, from 
want of money, and the diftruft of thole who 
remained at Poonah ; the Nizam from the great 
expence and the uneafinefs on feeing two Ma- 
haratta armies in his territories : they were 
therefore eafily brought to treat on the 9th of 
December 1773, and a peace was concluded. 
Ruckua al Dowla, the Nizam’s vizir, promis- 
ing on his behalf to pay twenty-five lacks of 
roupies *, and to cede fome fortrefifes agreed 
on. This treaty was followed by an interview 
between thofe princes, in which the Nizam 
having convinced Ragobah of his inability to 
pay the fum ftipulated ; he, who wanted to 
Secure the affiftance of fo powerful an ally, 
and expected much larger treafures from the 
Carnatic, and the country of Hyder Ally, 
changed the terms of their treaty, and re- 
linquished the demand of the money, on 
the Nizam’s undertaking to furnilh a certain 
number of troops whenever he Should demand 
them. 

* About 250,000 1 , at 2 s. the roupiq, 

D 3 Having 
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Having finiihed thefe affairs, he dire£te4 
his march towards the country of Hyder, 
demanding the arrears of Chout, at the fame 
time writing to Mahomet Aly Cawn nabob 
of the Carnatic, requiring his ^fliftance. 
Having advanced as far as Cutberge, thirty 
cofs * weft of Bedah, he was there fnet by 
Hyder’s vaqueel, who immediately entere4 
into treaty: Hyder paid down twenty-five 
lacks of roupies, and in return obtained the 
poffeffion of the diftridts of Mudgwanny, 
Hanfcotah, and Chunda Groog. 

Ragobah then turned his thoughts to the 
invafion of the Carnatic, to demand arrears 
of Chout from Mahomet Aly ; his army by 
his fuccefs had increafed, and the htipes of 
the plunder, which is ever the fruit of thofe 
expeditions, had drawn to him a great num- 
ber of horfemen. This boded deftrudtion tq 
that whole country, not only from the ra- 
vages of his troops, but an invafion by Hy- 
der, who would not have failed to take ad- 
vantage of thole circumftances. Fortunately 
for Mahomet Aly the attention of Ragobah 
was called off by the effects of the cabals at 
Poonah, to which his abfence had furnifhed 
an occafion. The party which had fo fud- 

* A cofs is nearly two miles. 
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denly changed the fortune of Ragobah, foon 
found that their hopes of his fuffering them 
to acquire an increafe of riches and power 
were vain. They remembered the fteadi- 
nefs of his adminiftration when regent, his 
determination to reftore the power of his of- 
fice, and prevent the mifchiefs which had 
given them fuch influence and wealth ; they 
now faw the fir ft fteps of the fame plan, and 
\yith the more likelihood of fuccefs to him 
and ruin to them ; as he was not governing 
for another, but in his own right, all parties 
were equally interefted to prevent the growth 
of this fyftem. The principal among th,em, 
Saccaram Bappoo, Nanah Furneze, Hurry 
Peut Furkia, Anunt Seva Gi, and another, 
united in a league, which they called The 
Five Friends: as the hazard was great, fo 
the ftroke was bold ; they determined to de- 
prive him once more of the Pailhwaftup and 
liberty, and feize the government. This 
fcheme was thus brought about : Naron had 
left a widow called Gungaboy ; it was given 
out that lhe was with child, and the 30th. 
of January x 7 74, Ihe was feized by them, 
together with another lady, wife of Suda- 
boy, a chief of the Pailhwa race, who. pre- 
tended to the regency, and whom -they kept 

D 4 fo 
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in confinement, and carried to the fort of 
Porounder, where five bramin women then 
with child accompanied her ; thus they ob«r 
tained a great probability that a male child 
fhould be born in that fortrefs : till his pro- 
duction the government was to be carried on 
in the name of Gungaboy, they affirming no 
higher title than that of rainifters. Every 
perfon in the intereft of Ragobah was put 
under a guard ; and the Friends immediately 
leyied troops to fupport this ufurpation. 

• But notwithftanding all their precautions 
Ragobah was informed of their proceedings, 
before their advices could reach the confe- 
derates they had in his army, and through 
whom they expected to feize his perfon : he 
faw his danger in the ftrongeft light ; many 
of thofe who furrounded him he knew to be 
of the bramin faction, and united with the 
minifters, and he judged that the tale of the 
pregnancy of Naron’s widow would feduco 
many more. His fir ft care was to fecure his 
perfon ; he di {banded his army, and retired 
to Gutty, a fort pofiefled by Mora-row Go- 
pa rah, a Maharatta chief, who had great 
power and influence in that country, and 
pommanded a considerable body of troops. 

Fortunately 
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Fortunately he declared himfelf his friend, 
and not only afforded him a retreat where his 
perfon was fecure, but promifed him affift- 
ance to reduce this rebellion. An impolitic 
ftep of the Five proved at the fame time fa- 
vorable to him. They too foon {hewed the 
reality of their views by calling on all the 
chiefs to difcharge the arrears they owed ; 
this provoked many, and drove them to Ra- 
gobah, who by thefe means faw himfelf once 
more at the head of an army; that railed 
by the Five, commanded by Trimbuck Row, 
a chief of great reputation, was now marching 
againft him ; by the acceffion of Shabagee’s 
force it had increafedto 60,000 ixien ; Sin- 
dia, Holcaf, and the Nizam joined in the 
league with the minifters ; ruin now feemed 
inevitable : neverthelefs, as he had now an 
army in which he confided, through his opi- 
nion of Mora- row who fupported him, he 
marched from Dalari on the fouth fide of the 
Khriftna, and crpfling that river advanced 
towards his enemies. A body of troops 
from the Nizam had joined them, fo that in 
all relpedts they were fuperior to him. This 
inlpired them with a confidence of which he 
took the advantage; on the 24th of March 
he halted at Merits, a place within Tour cafe 



5 S AN ACCOUNT 

of them ; in the entrance of the night he placed 
a. ftrong party in arnbulh, and then decamped 
with all the remainder of his army, leaving 
his tents Handing, and all his heavy artillery 
this apparent flight foon reached the ears of 
Trimbuck, who led the van of the enemy ; 
he, fluflied with the hopes of a victory fo 
eafily gained, haftily marched in purfuit, with- 
out waiting for the Nizam and Shabegee who 
were in the rear : he met no oppofition tilL 
he had paffed the ambufh ; but then, to his 
great furprize, faw Ragobah marching fwiftly 
to attack him in front ; at the fame time the 
corps in ambufcade fell upon his rear. Trim- 
buck endeavoured by valour to repair the 
fnifchief brought on him by his rafhnefs ; 
hut it was in vain : his army was totally de- 
feated, he himfelf wounded, and taken pri- 
soner. Ragobah now advanced toward Poo- 
nah. Holcar and Sindia, who had not feat 
their quota of troops, though required by 
the minifters, feemed to Hand neuter. 

The confternation at Poonah was now 
great ; ftrongly imprefled with the terror of 
the return of Ragobah at the head of a vic- 
torious army, it was once propofed, as the 
only means of fafety, to releafe tbq Rajah, 

and 
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^sad reftore the antient form of government, 
; fey which proceeding thej reckoned to iecure 
|the adherence of moftof the Maharatta chiefs. 
But this was a meafure too replete of danger 
to themfelves ; they muft have been called 
$0 account for all the usurpations of their 
jcaft, which from that hour would be de- 
prefleds lofs of wealth, perhaps of life, might 
probably follow. A few moments reflexion 
induced them to adopt a lefs dangerous plan, 
which the birth of a child in Porounder, of- 
fered them an opportunity of executing. On 
the a 8th of April 1774 a male child pro- 
duced, as born of Gungaboy, was called by 
.the name of Madoo Row Narrain,- and ac- 
knowledged as Paifhwa. 

Although this contrivance was moft grofs, 
and attended with every circumftance of 
fraud, the firfl: report of pregnancy arifing fo 
confiderable a time after the death of Naron, 
the feizure of the widow, the find care that 
none but their own confidential dependents 
lhould have accefs to her, a fence being 
ereded round the fort for that purpofe, hilt 
above all the caufing her to be accompanied 
]t>y five women with child, infomuch that it 
was, at the time of her confinement, pub- 
licly 
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licly called an artifice, and treated as fuck 
by the Nizam in his propofals for a pacifi-. 
cation ; yet, fuch as it was, from its nature 
it kept many in fufpenfe, and enabled the 
contrivers not only to fcreen themfelves, but 
maintain their power. The doubt that a 
fon of Naron’s might exift, detached the 
friends of the family from the intereft of 
Ragobah, and the hopes of becoming confi- 
derable in the adminiftration of perfous who 
ifluft embrace every refource that offered, and 
highly reward thofe whofe fervices they 
needed, induced many, otherwife indifferent, 
to efpoufe this caufe. Ragobah was now 
within four cofs of Poonah, when, on the 
13th of April 1774, letters from the Five 
Friends to Holcar and Sindia were inter- 
cepted by him. The matter and ftyle of 
them was fuch -as led him to conclude that 
a correfpondence was eftablifhed between 
them, and that fome bargain tending to his 
deflru&ion was either fchemed or actually 
begun. The infidelity naturally to be fu- 
fpe&ed from Indian chiefs fo feized his ima- 
gination, that he gave himfelf no time to 
examine whether thefe letters might not be 
an artifice of the faction , and were not pur* 
pofely thrown into his hand : he therefore 

inftantly 
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mftantly determined to leave a pla'ce which 
teemed with fuch danger, and have recourfe 
to the friendlhip of others. He immediately- 
retreated with a body of a thoufand horfe, 
with which, on the 27 th of May, he eroded 
the Nerbudda, and feemingly directed his 
march towards Dehli, to which place his re- 
maining friends imagined he would go ; but 
when he reached Indoor, he turned fhort, and 
joined Covind Row, who was then at the 
head of a conliderable army actually carrying 
on the liege of Broderah. Govind promifed 
to efpoufe his caufe, and if their forces had 
been joined, they would have found them- 
felves at the head of , 40,000 men 

If the letters thus intercepted were a de- 
vice, it lucceeded even beyond the expectation 
of his enemies. Holcar and Sindia, if be- 
come adverfe to him, had thereby a colour 
for joining the cabal, and his flight making 
his affairs leem delperate, they faw the faireft 
opportunity of completing their defection. 
Accordingly a treaty was entered into be- 
tween them and the Five Friends, who 
found it necellary to eftablilh • their lyftem. 
on a balls more extended ; and to interelt 
the Rayput chiefs in their caufe, which, when 

fupported 
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fupported by the joint intereft of the bra-" 
jnjns and warriors, would become immovej 
able. Holcar and Sindia, and five other 
Maharatta chiefs, were therefore affociated, 
and the whole called by the name of Hhe 
twelve Friends. The infant Narrain was by 
them acknowleged Paifhwa, and the firpaw 
procured for him from the Raja, The prin- 
cipal article of agreement among the Twelve 
Wds, the total and perpetual exclufion of Ra-" 
gobah from the government. 

The remains of Trimbuck’s army had ,bee$ 
re-aflembled under another general named 
Hurry Furkia, who joined the Nizam and 
Shabagee : they followed Ragobah in his re- 
treat. Ragobah’s officers prefied him to at- 
tempt an engagement with them, hoping by 
a decifive ftroke to end a fervice for which/ 
in his circumftances, he was not able to pay 
them, for his treafures were exhaufted. This 
ardour made him fufped their fidelity : on 
the other hand, the Nizam and Shabagee,' 
though they did not feparate from Furkia,- 
invented delays, their intention being not Xd 
put an end to the war, but harrafs Ragobah, 
Stud draw money from the minifters. This 
.afforded him time to make his retreat with- 
out 



OF BOMBAY. .63 

out lofs, and to deliberate upon his fu- 
ture proceedings. He did not chufe to ven- 
ture a battle, but directed his views to Bram- 
pour, hoping that when there he might be 
able to raife money ; and that if Sindia and 
Holcar were well inclined to him, which 
he flattered himfelf might be, as the latter 
had received him in his retreat, and that 
hoth had ■quarrelled with the minifters, they 
would have it in their power eafily to join 
him ; his project was then to return into 
Berar, till the enfuing rains fhould oblige the 
Nizam to quit the field. And if he was not 
joined, but forfaken, to go to Sujah ul Dowla, 
the Nabob of Owde, under whom his bro- 
ther ferved in a confiderable command. 

Union could not long fubfift among his 
enemies ; each claimed a fuperiority over the 
others. Some endeavoured to get Raja Ram> 
•whom they kept confined at Sattarah, and 
•who had no children, to adopt a fucceflor, 
■whom they would have recommended ; .but 
this he refufed. 

This un fettled ftate of affairs at Foonah 
not only gave Ragobah time to breathy, hut 
opened the eyes of many who wereorjginally 

well 
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well inclined to him, and encouraged forne 
to affift him with their force. He was now at 
Indoor, where Holcar and Sindia lent him 
confiderable bodies of men. Govind Row 
was his declared friend ; fo that he was once 
more at the head of a numerous army. Hurry 
Furkia having left a confiderable detachment 
Hear Poonah, marched with the remainder 
towards Aurengabad. Shabagee retired to- 
wards Berar; the Nizam in difguft with- 
drew, and remained till the rains were over 
at Dowletabad, which was to be delivered to 
him. 

On the 27th of June, Saccaram, Nana’, 
and Gungaboy, in the dead of night, flew 
precipitately from Sharpoor, where they were 
to have refided during the rains, to Poroun- 
der : they pretended they had then found the 
truth of a treachery which they had long 
iitfpe&ed, that Morabah Batchiabah Bob 4 * 
Jbagee Naig, whofe fon had married Rago 4 - 
bah’s daughter, were to have feized them : 
that Batchiabah was to have executed this 
jfcheme. Being difcovered, he retired towards 
Jezeray: Morabah who, through his great 
intereft among the people, thought himfelf 
fecure, remained at Poonah ; the others went 

to 
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to Baramooby . During thefe troubles Hyder, 
Bugatta Jung, and Morarow Gopperah re- 
duced the countries on their fide of the Car- 
natic, and laid fiege to and took feveral forts 
belonging to the Mahrattas. 

Before thefe lafl events, however great 
the appearance of fuccefs, Ragobah thought 
it prudent to ftrengthen himfelf by an alli- 
ance with the Englilh. In the month of 
Auguft preceding, he, through his Vaqueei 
at Bombay, had made overtures for that pur- 
pofe : the requeft on his fide was a body of 
troops ; but the advantages he offered in re- 
compence did not come up to what the in- 
terefts of the Company and the repeated or- 
ders of the Directors obliged the council to 
require. The acquifition of Salcet and Baf- 
fein were the firft, almoft the foie objed ; 
the ceflion of either of thefe was what , he 
could not then think of. The importance 
and revenue were great ; the evident policy 
of that ffate was to reft rain within very nar- 
row? limits every power in the weftern part 
of their dominions. The Englifh from 
ftrengfh and refources were of all othefs'ilUe 
molt dangerous neighbours ; and the' bra- 
tains, by the honour of their family, were 

E bound 
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bound to preferve the poffeffion of thefe terri- 
tories; they made part of the particular 
demefne of the Paifhwas. The great Chim- 
nagee Oppah had conquered them from the 
Portuguese, and it was the only exiting 
conqueft made by the natives of Indoftan 
upon Europeans. Thefe reafons, and the 
flourifhing {late of his affairs, induced him 
to rejedt the conditions propol'ed by the Bom- 
bay council, the principal whereof were the 
ceffion of thefe two valuable poffeffions. 
They waited till time in its revolution fhould 
offer the wifhed-for opportunity : it was 
now come. The infidelity of fome, the 
inconftancy of others, and the continual 
dread of a reverfe of fortune, turned his 
thoughts towards the Englifh, whom he now 
' looked on as the only allies who would and 
could effe&ualiy affift him ; he therefore 
now made a fecond application to the coun- 
cil of Bombay, which, as he was in greater 
want of their affiflance, contained offers af- 
fording a profped of attaining the long 
wifhed-for pofleffion of Salcet. To judge 
properly of this tranfa&ion it is neceflary 
to confider the fituation, circumftances, con- 
nexions, and views of the princes who in- 
habited that part of Indoftan. It hath been 

already 
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aheady mentioned that the Mahratta nation 
confifts of many tribes governed by Rajas, 
acknowledging the fovereignty of tiie chief 
Raja, who refides at Sattarah, and paying a 
rent to him ; in other refpeCts they aie like the 
ancient feudatoiies in Europe, independent ; 
each governing his own fubjedts, being at 
the head of armies, and doing themfelves 
juftice upon any wrongs offeied by their 
neighbours, but bound to a certain fervice 
when called on by the chief Raja, and fur- 
nilhing a number of troops both to defend 
him againft enemies, or to affift him in ex- 
peditions into the neighbouring provinces. 
Each of thefe princes a<9cually maintains a 
confiderable body of men, according to his 
means ; thefe armies do not confift merely 
of real Mahrattas, but alfo of fuch adventu- 
rers as being deftitute of pofleffions feek by 
l'oldiery to better their fortunes. If a man 
can purchafe a horfe fit for military fervice, 
he offers himfelf to fome of the powers, 
whether Mahometan or Hindoo : thus their 
armies are foon formed. From the nature of 
fuch circumftances their chiefs are feldom 
united ; each purfues the line which fuits his 
interefts, policy, or often paffion orprqudice : 
their unions and ieparations are fudden and 
unexpected. 

E a Th* 
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The moft confiderable of thefe chiefs, as 
well from the extent of his territory, as the 
number of his troops, was the Bouncelo. 
The Raja was then an infant, adopted for a 
fon by the laft Raja Jonnagee ; he was his 
nephew, the fon of his younger brother 
Moodagee, who, as father of this minor, 
claimed the regency ; but he had a brother 
named Shabagee, who being elder than he, 
in that right claimed it alfo. Ragobah had 
elpoufed the caufe of Moodagee, and had be- 
lides by his adoption of Furrut Ras ftrongly 
attached him to his intereft ; the Five of 
courfe efpoufed the caufe of Shabagee. The 
embarrafiment of the affairs of thefe princes 
obliged them to remain neuter. The terri- 
tory of this Raja extends from Orixa to Gu- 
zurat. 

The Guycawars poflefs the whole Guzurat, 
and the country as far as Danaum. Tt was 
won from the Mogul by Pillagee, the grand- 
father of the prefent R aja ; he held it for lome 
time in independency, but Domulgee his fon 
was by Nanah compelled to yield fome places 
in it, to pay a rent, and bind himielf to fur- 
nifh a certain quantity of troops when 
wanted* The revenues of their pofieliions 

amount 
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amount to eighty lacks of rupees, and their 
army to near 30,000 horfc. Inteftine divi- 
lions reigned in the family during the admi- 
niftration of Madoorow. Futty Sing had 
through his bribes to the governing bramins 
obtained the government ; on the accefiion 
of Ragobah he was by him deprived of it in 
favour of his brother Govindrow ; this pro- 
duced a war, which had fo far turned out 
to the advantage of Govindrow, that Futty 
Sing was driven into Broderah, where he 
was btfieged by him. 

Holcar and Sindia had confide table power; 
they had for a long time with-held the pay- 
ment of their rent, and their view was fo 
profit by the dil'orders that reigned among the 
bramins; confequently, though they had join- 
ed with the Five, and even become mcmbeis 
of the confederacy, they had not continued 
that union, they found it to their advantage 
to at! otherwife; policy requiring that R'a- 
gobah fhould not be totally deftroyed. 

Mprarow Goparah pofiefled the fort of 
Gutti, a ffcrong place, and alio a very con- 
fiderable diftridt which bordered on the coun- 
try of the Nizam. , He had age and expert- 

E 3 encc 
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ence, and fought principally the prefervation 
and quiet pofl'effion of his jaghire, wifhing 
to fide with neither party, and watching the 
opportunity of making an advantage of the 
broils of his neighbours. 

The real as well as apparent inter eft of 
the Nizam was, that the] diflentions at Poo- 
nah lhould not ceafe. He had already Ob'- 
tallied advantages from Ragobah, by the cef- 
fion of fome diftridts, and had alio received 
confide rable fums from the Five Friends. 

The interefts of Hyder were the fame ; 
he was bulled in reducing the forts yielded to 
him by Ragobah, and feemed rather inclined 
to favour his caufe ; but the probability was 
that he would afiift neither party ; yet his 
attention to feizeany advantage which might 
offer, made him much to be dreaded. He 
had lately ftrengthened himfelf by an al- 
liance w'ith the Dutch, concluded with their 
ambaftadors, Samuel Conftantine and Charles 
Robert ; the firft article of which was a 
mutua} engagement to afiift each other again ft 
any power with whom each Ihould be at 
War ; the force to be furniihed by each in 
Cafe of re^uifition was fettled, as was the 

pay 
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pay they were to receive ; the governor of 
Batavia was to furnifh this force. 

By the eighth article Hyder required, 
that flhould Mahomet Ally, or the Englilh, 
wage war againft him, the Dutch fhould 
afiift him with all the force they had in 
India ; and if they delired to recover their 
country in Tanjore, he would affift them 
with all his force ; the Dutch wqre to have 
the preference in his dominions for fandal- 
wood, pepper, cardamoms, and rice, for 
which they were to give iron and brafs can- 
non, and all military ftores. 

The Company was at peace on every fide : 
the war with the Rohillas concluded to their 
advantage ; the fettlement in Bengal in a 
flourilhing condition ; an army well difei- 
plined, a tneafury every day increafing, and 
the former errors of government and mifma- 
nagement of individuals almoft obliterated. 

Ragobah was now at the head of 40,000 
horfe ; and fuch were the circumftances of 
the country round, when he applied for the 
affiftance of the Englilh, and in reconnpence 
offered ,the poffeffion of Salcet, Baffciii, and 

E 4 its 
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its territory, with the fhare of the revenues 
of Surat that belonged to the Mahratta ftate. 

Such terms were what the Bombay coun- 
cil looked for ;■ the attainment of them ful- 
filled the views of the Directors, and there- 
fore they without hefitation accepted them. 
It was to be feared that, if refuted, Rag'obah 
would have had recourfc to the Portuguezei 
who would have gladly accepted even Ids. 
They had then lately been put upon a rc- 
fpectable footing by the increafe of their mi- 
litary cftablifbment, and a great reformation 
in their government, and might have been 
of great feivice to his cauie. On the other 
hand the tranquillity of the Eaft of India was 
fecured ; though gratitude ihould fail, intereft 
mull bind Ragobah, the maintenance of his 
pofieftion depended on the continuation of the 
afliftance through which it fhould have been, 
obtained : the total exclulion of the rivals of 
their trade in the dominions of this people ; 
the accomplifhment of luch great ends, 
with honour, with juft ice, without blood- 
ftied, with the proipedt of lecuring a peace 
through' India, the execution of the repeated 
orders from England, the crifis, the only 
moment perhaps never tp return, fhould they 

even 
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even hefitate; thefe were apparent. The 
Portugueze were watching the moment fa- 
vourable to their repofleffion of thole places. 
Their being conquered from them by Chim- 
nagee Oppah in 1 739? was not only a mor- 
tal blow to their trade and power, but a ftaiti 
to their honour, and therefore the acquilitioa 
of them, whether by treaty or force, the 
conftant objedt in view : if, upon the Bom- 
bay council’s refilling or endeavouring to de- 
lay, Ragobah had applied to them, or if the 
diftradtions of the Mahratta ftate continuing, 
the fo much wifhed-for occalion preiented it- 
fejf, they muft have feized it, and a colour 
of juftice would not .have been wanting, fine© 
thefe dominions had been wrefted from them 
fo lately. Tills colour of juftice the coun- 
cil pf Bombay had not, nor could they, if 
•once thefe pofleffions were relumed, grant 
aid to any Indian power to wreft them from 
the pofli-flors *. Should the Portugueze 
negledt fu'ch an opportunity, and peace be rc- 

ftored 

* , The reforms then lately made in the management of 
the afFalis of that nation had rendered them a much more 
refpedtable power than they had been ; their marine' was 
increafed, both in number and the fize of their IhipS'j the 
Jnquifition was abolilhed, and liberty of confeienee^iven 
to all that fettled at Goa or ia its dependencies;? i rile pfelefs 

riches 



74 AN ACCOUNT 

flored to the Mahratta empire without the 
interference of the Englilh, either by the 
deffru&ion of Ragobah or that of his ene- 
mies, not only thefe pofleffions would not be 
ceded to them, but the collection of Chout 
would be renewed through all India. All 
parties are ready for an union on the pro- 
pofal of thefe expeditions : probably the pro- 
vince of Bengal, moft undoubtedly the Car- 
natic, would have felt this. 

The treaty concluded, fuch troops as could 
then be fpared were embarked for Surat, 
whence, as circumstances Should permit, 
they were ordered to join the army of Ra- 
gobah. Thefe were 2500 men under the 
Command of Colonel Keating. The plan 
Was to affift in • the reduction of Broderah, 
then befieged by Govindrow ; and, after hav- 


riches of' the churches were declared to belong to the 
Itlttg, And were applied to public ufes : the adminiftration 
•of juftiee was put on a fiirn footing, and Carried on by 
per foil 8 Sent from Lifbon, unconnected with the inhabitants 
of Goa 5 the ranks of the clergy and military fettled ; and 
that every thing might 'look to the encouragement of this 
fit vice, the denominations of that rank weie taken from 
military names : thus a bilhop had the rank of a brigadier 
general. 1 Tbe force -actually in Goa confided of four regi- 
ments of infantry, amounting to 2240 men ; one of ma- 
rines, ,)8co j three of natives, 2Qoo; and 6000 fepoys. 

ing 
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ing put him in pofleffion of that important 
place, and thereby fecured a friendly coun- 
try in the rear, to march diredtly to Poonah. 

This treaty, or the preparations in conle- 
quence, could not be carried on with that 
l'ecrecy neceflary to fecure the effects of them. 
Hurry Punt Furkia, one of the confederates, 
who commanded their army, was apprized of 
Ragobah’s application, and 'determined to at- 
tack him whilft the fuperiority was on their 
fide: he therefore, without lofs of time, 
direSed his march to Broderah. This, obliged 
Ragobah to raife the fiege, and retreat to the 
Mahi, a river near Cambay. Futty Sing 
joined the confederate army ; and, knowing 
the country, led them, 10 expeditioufly, that 
crofling the Mahi, they came unexpectedly 
upon the center of the army of Ragobah. 
An adtion enfued, in which Ragobah for 
lome time defended himfelf well, till, by 
a party of Arabs who had engaged in the 
fervice of Govindrow, refufing to charge, 
he thought himfelf betrayed, and quitting 
the field, retired with one thouland horfe to 
Cahtibay. His general Phaukrea, with the 
beft of his troops, retreated to thfe fort of 
Copperwange, about pile hundred afid fifty 
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Cofs from Cambay, where Govindrow and 
Condah Row joined him. From Cambay, 
Ragobah proceeded to Surat, where the force 
fent from Bombay found him ; here he ratified 
the treaty. His general gave him notice of 
his retreat to Copperwange, with his allies ; 
of their lafety and numbers, and of the pol- 
fibilitv of tflfe&ing a junction with the Eng- 
llfli force fhould they advance to Cambay. 
Upon this it was determined our army flaould 
proceed there, the tranfport by fea was eafy 
and fecure ; on the 1 8 th of March they ar- 
rived, and proceeded to join the army of Ra- 
gobah. "The confederate army lay between 
them ; yet, by a motion happily concerted 
between the commanders, the Englifli got 
pofleffion of a fecure poft beyond the confe- 
derates, and a junction was formed on the 
1 9th of April 1775. The whole of the army 
thus combined amounted to 37,500 ; of 
which 2500 were Englifli troops. 

, Fortune,* or rather the ill-timed rapacity 
of the confederates, once more favoured Ra- 
gobah. Deeming his ruin compleated by 
the laft. defeat, they haftened tp fill their troa r 
fury. Orders were fent to Hurry Punt Fur- 
Ida, their general, to feize Modagee Sindia, 
the jaghedar of Uguir, and fend him to Poo- 

nah 
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nah to fettle his accounts ; he had intelli- 
gence of this, and knowing the confluences 
of ,fuch an imprifonment, he determined not 
to venture it, and fuddenly left the confe- 
derate army with 12,000 horfe; the pre- 
tence was, that troubles had arifen in his 
province, which his prefence was necefiary 
to compofe. Colonel Keating loft no time 
in advancing towards the enemy, who, 
though fupenor in numbers, carefully avoided 
an engagement, conftantly retreating as he 
advanced, and fometimes fo as might be well 
termed flying. Ragobah had fome parti- 
cular reafons to wilh that our march fhould 
be directed northward, but the deftination 
and exprefs orders required that the march 
fhould be to Poonah. 

The confederates were ftruck with the de- 
fertion of Sindia ; it gave them room to 
fufpedt the fincerity of Holcar, their other 
northern ally ; the Nizam, notwithftanding 
the ceffions made, and fubfidies granted by 
them, fent no troops to their affiftance ; 
their ally Shabagee Bouncelo had been lately 
cut off by his brother Modagee ; feveral 
chiefs, on whole affiftance they had reckoned, 
now grew cold, and did not join them ; 

probably^ 
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probably, if Ragobah inarched with vi&ory 
to Poonah, would follow his ftandard. The 
weight which the afliftance of the Englifh 
would throw into the fcale, the extent 
whereof yet was uncertain ; all thefe cir- 
cumftances determined the confederates to 
hazard an engagement ; if they were victo- 
rious it would hop the current, and prepare 
the way for a negotiation with us, which Sac- 
caram Bappo and Nanah Furneze were then 
meditating ; if they were defeated, the ruin 
now inevitable was only accelerated. They 
therefore lent orders to Hurry Furkia to rifk 
an engagement. 

In every war, whether external or civil, 
there are inconveniencies on each fide, which 
furnifh great advantages to the adverfary: 
experienced perfons know that they are in- 
herent in the nature of human affairs, and 
from that experience conclude they exift : it 
was fo here, Ragobah laboured under the 
Want of treafure ; when he was furprizcd 
and forced to retreat to Cambay, all he could 
carry with him was the value of fix lacks of 
roupies in jewels ; the remainder of his va- 
luable effects, which had not fallen into the 
poffeffion of his enemies, was fecured in the 

fort 
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fort of Dhar, where his family had retired, 
and was not then within his reach, Thefe 
fix lacks were infilled on as a pledge of hi§ 
performing his engagements to the Com- 
pany. The refource of borrowing from the 
Shroffs or money-lenders at Surat could be 
but weak whilft his affairs flood in a preca- 
rious fituation, his own fecurity was not fuf* 
ficient to procure their trufl, and it was a 
ftep too bold for the council of Bombay to 
engage the credit of the Company } this 
diflrefs was well known at Poonah ; and 
that the Indian troops, if not paid regularly, 
ordfctave not fome profpedt of immediate fatlfl 
fa&ion, will not fight, or if they are brought 
to face the foe do it faintly ; and the confe- 
derates hoped fome advantage would arife to 
them from it during an engagement: any 
fortunate turn, the acceffion of fome chiefs, 
would fo change the aipe& of affairs as to 
make thefe difadvantages vanifh : this was 
another great incitement to their determina- 
tion of hazarding a battle. 

Ragobah’-s wifh was to have penetrated 
northward to Ahmedavad, . where he .hoped 
to have procured money, which be; ikied i b 
much in 'need of ; but this fchems.-was foon 

found 
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found by Colonel Keating to be replete with 
inconveniencies, not only as it delayed the 
principal object in view, which was his cfta- 
blifhment at Poonab, but from the nature 
of the march itfelf, as moving fouthward 
would oblige the enemy to follow, and the 
fooner bring them to an action : he therefore 
infilled on bending their march that way. 
This had its effect ; the minifterial army fol- 
lowed, and on the 1 8 th of May came up 
to the rear of the Englifh, as they were at 
the entrance of a village where there were 
fome defiles ; their commander having ex- 
pected this, his troops were very foon foiled 
to receive them well, and though they at-, 
tacked with great refolution, they were ro 
pulfed with a very great lofs on, their fide, 
and very little on that of the Englifh, till 
unfortunately the fir ft company of European 
grenadiers, by an ill judged movement to the 
right retreated too precipitately from their 
ground ; they were followed by the Madras 
infantry, and thefe by fome fepoys; their 
movement^ though too rapid, was regular 
till they reached fome hedges with openings 
at intervals ; crowding to get through thefe 
occafioned confufion, during which they were 
charged with fuccefs by a body of horfe. 

They 
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They then fled, nor could they be rallied, 
even by the commander himfelf ; their flight 
having cleared the ground of them, the 
artillery played with fuch fuccefs on that 
body of horfe, that there remained not more 
than ten. This unfortunate motion was 
owing to an order given by the commander 
to feizefome guns of the enemy, which mull 
have been improperly repeated and ill un- 
derftood : many officers were killed on that 
occafion. This was the only lofs on the fide 
of the Englilh ; that of the enemy was very 
great, the artillery having deftroyed great 
numbers of men, horfes, andfome elephants; 
many perilhed in their flight, and every day’s 
news increafed their lofs. Thus the event 
was fortunate to Ragobah, and fo damped 
the fpirit of his enemies, that the confederate 
army never from that time was brought to 
ftand another attack ; they retreated, with- 
out even making ufe of the advantage of 
many defendable polls which the country 
offered. On the 19th of May Colonel 
Keating palled the Mahi in purfuit of them, 
but could not reach them till the 10th off 
June, when, at the pals ofBowapier, they 
crofled the Nerbedah ; the Englilh army, 
there came up to their rear, which., they at- 
F tacked 
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tacked with fuccefs : many were killed, their 
cannon were loft in the river, and many 
men, horfes, and camels drowned ; they re- 
treated from thence with precipitation, leav- 
ing great quantities of provender and pro- 
vifion that they had not time to deftroy; 
which, with fome horfes and an elephant, fell 
into the purfuers hands : and thus the pro- 
vince of Guzurat was evacuated. To com- 
plete their misfortune, in their retreat, when 
they came to the Tappy, near Golow, it was 
fo fwelled and rapid, that in palling it they 
loft a thoufand horfe. A little time before 
this the Mahrattas from Baffein had made 
an attempt on Salcet, where they landed 
with 3500 men, but were repulled with 
great lofs on their fide. 

The monfoons near approach made a fur- 
ther progrels fouth’ward dangerous : it was 
neceflary therefore to fufpend that part of the 
operations; but what remained of the fair 
feafoti was employed in the reduction of Dub- 
bay, a fortified place fituated between Ba- 
roach and Broderah ; this poffeffion pro- 
duced coufiderable advantages. Our army 
)Could winter there, and the proximity of 
Baroach made it ealy at the opening of the 

feafon 
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feafon for fqch reinforcements and fupplies 
as might be lent from Bombay to join the 
army ; thence the liege of Brodera might be 
eafily undertaken. The pofieffion of that 
place was neceflary to fecure the country be- 
hind, when the army fhould proceed to Poo- 
liah, the great object of the expedition. Other 
incidents then began to incline the balance to 
the caule of Ragobah, and the particular ad- 
vantage of the Englilh. 

It hath already been mentioned that Futty 
Sing, one of the Gwicawars, had been ap- 
pointed governor of the country of Guzurat by 
the confederates ; as his advancement was 
owing to the money he had given them, he did 
not look on it as binding him to their caufe, 
which he had efpoufed folcly with a view of 
preventing the ravage of his country ; the cef- 
fions made by Ragobah to the Englilh, {hewed 
him things in a different light ; he had, even 
at the time he joined the confederate army, 
made diftant overtures to him, the retreat of 
Furkia made them ferious and earned:. The. 
appearance of f.iccefs was totally on this 
lide; if the reality followed it, all chance of 
his retaining any part of what he now pof- 
fefled, was loft ; he had therefore recourfe to 
Fa th* 
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the mediation of the Englifh, to whom he 
not only confirmed thole grants which Ra- 
gobah had made in the country under his go- 
vernment, but made further ceflions to the 
amount of t 78,000 rotipies * a year. Through 
this mediation a treaty was made with Ra- 
gobah; Futty Sing fubmitted to pay him 
the ufual tiibute, and furnifh him the aid 
claimed by the Durbar of Poonah; and what 
was of moil importance at that time, pro- 
miled the payment of twenty-fix lacks within 
the fpace of fixty days. Ragobah found 
means to fatisfy Govindrow, and conclud- 
ed this advantageous treaty of peace and al- 
liance in the month of July 1775. 

The profpedt of the affairs of the Com- 
pany had not a lefs favourable appearance at 
lea. In the beginning of the year the Mah- 
ratta officer who commanded at Geriah had 
equipped a fquadron confiderable for that 
country : it coiififfed of five Ihips ; one of 
forty-fix, two of thirty-two, and two of 
twenty-fix guns, befides ten Gallwats, or 
imaller veflels, alfo armed. Commodore 
John Moore, with the Revenge and the Bom- 

* 17,800 1. at as. tlieroupie. 

bay 
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bay grab, coming into thefe feas, immedi- 
ately flood toward this fleet, which bore 
away; he ordered the grab to chace the ad- 
miral’s Ihip, which was that of forty-fix 
guns ; the grab engaged her ; this gave time 
for the Commodore to come up befoie fhe 
could run alhore : after an engagement of 
two hours the Mahratta admiral blew up, 
and was entirely deflroyed ; her commander 
and moft of the crew perifhing. The trade 
along the Malabar coaft was now effectually 
protected. 

The caufe of Ragobah feemed now trium- 
phant ; befides the accefllon of Futty Sing, 
which enabled him to pay his troops, his 
friend and ally Moodagee Bouncelo now in 
full and undiflurbed pofleflion of his domi- 
nions, was advancing to join him at the 
head of a very refpeCtable force, lihmael 
Cawn was in march to join him with 4000 
horfe. Appagee Gunnis, who commanded 
at Ahmadabad, entered into treaty to fur- 
render the place to him. The pofleflion of 
this lecured him from any enemy to the 
north of Nerbedah. A detachment was 
a&ually fent to receive it. 
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The confederates had made great advances 
to the Nizam to engage him to lend them 
afliftance ; they offered to cede to him the 
important fortrefs of Dowletabad with Bur- 
hampore Affery, and fome diflridts which 
the Mahrattas had conquered. Though he 
treated ■ their pretenfions, and the infant 
Paifhwa they had fet up, with the greateft 
contempt, the advantages offered were too 
great to be reje&ed ; the poffeffion of thefe 
ceffions once gained, a dexterous fiding with 
the victorious party would confirm it. If 
fortune kept the balance even, whilft it did 
fo he was fure of the continuance of this 
pofieliion ; he therefore entered into treaty, 
and made a folemn engagement to allifl 
them, and in conlequence they evacuated 
Dowletabad, and gave orders to their troops 
to withdiaw from the other ceded places : 
but now he faw the time was come when to 
retain thefe he muft abandon his new allies : 
the Englilh having efpoufed the caufc of Ra- 
gobab, had changed the face of affairs ; appli- 
cation was therefore made through the Na- 
bob of Surat for the Nizam to be admit- 
ted into the alliance. He required the con- 
firmation of what had been ceded to him, 
and that the Englifh fhould guarantee this 

poffeffion : 
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poffeffion : in return he offered his whole force, 
confining of 50,000 horfe, 15,000 fl-poys, 
and a train of artillery : at the fame time he fent 
his vaqueel to Ragobah to propofe a general 
accommodation on this plan, that Ragobah 
fliould enjoy all the honours of the Paifhwa- 
fhip, and fufficient revenues to maintain his 
dignity, that the government fhould be car- 
ried on in the name of his adopted fbn Fur- 
rat Row, that the adminiftration fliould be 
in Marabah Furneze as Duan, and the con- 
federates fully pardoned, and fecured in the 
pofleffion of their effects, and the ceflions, 
as juft now mentioned, were to be confirmed 
to him. 

As the caufe of Ragobah advanced, that 
of the confederates declined. Sindia and 
Holcar had defcrted them, and the lofs of 
their afliftance was a fatal blow, for on that 
they principally depended. Nanoo Oppah 
governor of Poonah, whofe reputation and 
private character gave their party credit, was 
dead : Mprabah Furneze who was one of the 
minlfters, and a man of confderation, had 
not from the beginning joined the confede- 
racy, though he had fubnfttted to a£t under 
the government it had eftablifhed ; and yet, 
V 4 
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fo much were they afraid of his influence, 
that they left him unmolefted. Shabagee 
Bouncelo * was no more, and death had 
taken from them another very ufeful friend 
in the perfon of Ruckna nl Dowlah, the 
minifter of the Nizam, to which accident 
they attributed his leaving them, and treating 
with Ragobab. But the union of the Eng- 
lish was the mod; fatal ftroke ; refinance to 
this was by moft of the confederacy conii- 
dered as vain in the end, and this defpon- 
dency, which made each man felicitous for 
his own fafety, and anxious for fecurity of 
his perfon and wealth, made him fufpicious 
of his neighbour, and delimits to prevent 
him in treating either with Ragobah or his 
allies; add to this, that from the known ra- 
pacity of the bramins, their fuccefs was 
dieaded, even by their friends ; that vice had 
infe&ed and dcprcfild their affairs from the 
beginning. The fevcral Mahratta chiefs who 
had been drawn to fupport their caufe by 
promifes of large fums, were fruftrated ; the 

* Thpie was a con lift between Shabagee and Mona- 
gee ; a battle enfited ; in this Monagee was defeated and 
taken prifoner, and the next morning Shabagee was found 
dead in his bed : Monagee was lefbred and proclaimed 
Jlaja of JBerar. 


public 
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public treafure leflened by their partial ma- 
nagement, and now exhaufted by what they 
had lent the Nizam, could furnilh no more ; 
and though the bramins had great fums of 
their own, their avarice overcame their policy, 
and prevented their facrilicing any thing to 
the common caule; each, when applied to, 
referred to the treafure expected from the Sir- 
cars. The nature of their troops prevented 
their being relied on when oppofed to re- 
gulars with a well ferved artillery; for each 
man had two feai s, that for his horfe being 
as ft rang as for himfelf, and as they are con- 
tinually clamorous for their pay or other 
reward of fervicc, the greateft advantage may 
often be loft for want of a fufficiency to fa- 
tisfy them. Furkia was ever in dread of 
fome accident of this kind ; he law the dif- 
fatisfadtion among the chiefs, and every mo- 
ment was at the eve of being forfaken, per- 
haps feized and delivered up to the enemy. 
This had induced him, even in his flourifh- 
ing flate, to try dilfant overtures for peace ; 
during his retreat the evil increafed, the 
men who had loft their horfes openly com- 
plained, and demanded their pay of their 
leaders, who in their turn prefled their com- 
pander : to fatisfy their demand was im- 

polfible ; 
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poffible; though he had received bills for 
fifteen lacks of roupies from Poonah, the 
Shroffs refufed to anfwer them. His dcligu 
was to have marched to the northward, where 
he would have been at hand to watch the 
operations of the allies in the opening of the 
campaign ; but the army refuting to follow, 
he had been obliged to change his route, and 
march to Poonah : his army amounted to 
between twenty and thirty thoufand horfe 
and foot. In his way he paffed through 
Holcar’s country, who refuted to advance 
any money, and under pretence that the death 
of Sujah ul Dowlah * made his prefence ne- 
ceffary in his jaghiere he totally and avow- 
edly withdrew his troops. Saccaram Bappoo 
and Nauah Fumeze had fent Vaqueels to 
Bombay to treat of ap accommodation : the 
Vaqueels were to treat jointly ; one of them 
fell lick on his arrival ; before he recovered, 
the president was attacked with illncfs, and 
it was not thought proper to break through 
the common forms which might have Ihewn 
too great an eagernefs, eafily conftrued into 
fear, the idea, of which might have given 

* Sujah irf Dowlah was the Nabob of Owde, a province 
^ordering on the poffeffions of the Company, and lying 
between them and the Mahratta country. 

them 
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them a confidence and encouragement to in-> 
lift on better terms than what were the ulti- 
mate end of their commiffion ; which, though 
they had not yet declared, were, on good 
ground, fuppofed to be principally fecurity 
for the perfons and wealth of the confederates, 
and perhaps fome private advantage for their 
immediate employers. 

Thus all tended to the eftablifh’ment of 
Ragbbah, and the reduction of his enemies : 
this fudden tianfition from a ftate of wretch- 
ednefs to that of profperity was totally owing 
to the Englifh having avowedly efpoufed -his 
caule : a refpcd for their power, and a con- 
fidence in their faith, had induced the neigh- 
bour chiefs to follow that party, and make 
them guarantees of the performance of the 
treaties they entered into under their medi- 
ation: the profperity and honour of the 
Company was fully eftablifhed in the Weft 
as in the Eaft of Indoftan, when the exer- 
tion of thp authority placed in the governor 
and council of Bengal, by the ad of parlia- 
ment palled in the year 1773, almoft totally 
ruined the fair edifice fo fortunately hither- 
'to eroded. 


The 
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The news of the treaty with Ragobah, 
and of the march in confequence, arrived at 
Calcutta the latter end of May 1775. Far 
from meeting with the approbation of the 
governor and council there, it was condem- 
ned by all as a meafu re impolitic, unjuft, and 
unauthorized ; impolitic, as throwing the bur- 
den of the war on the Company; unjuft, as no 
injury had been received fiom the Mahratta 
Rate ; and unauthorized, as the aft of par- 
liament vefted in the Supreme Council the 
authority of treating with the powers of Jn- 
doflan. The manner of carrying on tile 
war in confequence of the treaty was no lefs 
reprobated than the treaty itlelf. Sending 
the Company’s troops at fuch a diftance from 
Bombay was called a rafh ftep, which might 
be attended with fatal conlequences. The 
governor general, in his minute of the 31ft 
May 1775, painted thefe fuppofed evils in a 
very ftrong light, though at the lame time he 
prefented many difficulties attending the exe- 
cution of any orders they might give in con- 
fequence of tins reprobation ; and therefore 
profefled that he was much embarrafled in 
his choice of what meafures might be moft: 
proper to betaken. 'That as things could not 
be replaced as they originally flood, fo the 

diftanco 
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diftance they were at prevented them from 
knowing the exadt fituation of them at that 
time ; that it might be fuch that the with- 
drawing our troops from Ragobah might be 
attended with many difficulties, perhaps dan- 
gers. He therefore propofed that the prefi- 
dent and council of Bombay fhould be en- 
joined to cancel the treaty with Ragobah, 
and withdraw the detachment within the 
lines of the Engliffi pofleffions, unlefs it 
Ihould appear, in the firft place, that they 
had obtained fome confiderable advantage ; 
or, fecondly, that it ihould be dangerous to 
recall the detachment ; or, thirdly, that a 
negociation fhould have taken place between 
Ragobah and his opponents. 

Mr. Barwell concurred with the governor 
general in the exception propofed, and voted 
againft the recall of the army ; but General 
Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis 
were totally againft any exceptions whatfb- 
ever ; and it was voted by that majority, that 
the treaty fhould be cancelled, and the troops 
abfolutely recalled. It was determined to 
enter into a diredt negotiation with the party 
at Poonah, and to fend Colonel (Jpton to 
treat with them in the name of the Supreme 

Council : 
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Council : the purpgrt of the inftruftions to 
be given to him was, in the firft place, to 
exprefs a regret for the hoftile meafures ad- 
opted by the council of Bombay iu concur- 
rence with Ragobah, the Supreme Council's 
difapprobation of that treaty, their defire 
of re-eflablifhing a fincere and lafting peace, 
to excufe the feizure of Salcet as a roeafurc 
only to prevent its falling into the hands of 
the Portugueze, and to alledge the impoffi- 
bility of reftpring it without the permiffion 
Of the Directors, to inform them of the or- 
ders given for the withdrawing our troops 
from Ragobah, and to endeavour to .include 
him in the treaty. 

In the mean time letters were written to 
Saccaram Bappoo at Poonah, announcing the 
departure of Colonel Upton, expreffing a dif- 
approbation of the meafures purfued by the 
council of Bombay, and informing them of 
the orders given in conference. Saccaram 
was an extraordinary perfon ; he had rifeu 
from ,an original Hate of poverty, which pre- 
vented the firft rudiments of education, by 
a natural .addrefs which fupplied that want, 
he had by degrees advanced his fortune fp 
as to attain the principal offices of the ftate, 

his 
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his experience feconded his talents, but not 
knowing how ta write or read he was obliged 
to make ule of and truft others. His prin- 
cipal confidant was a bramin called Lalar, 
who had been governor of Concan, a province 
including Salcet and Baffein, and had reafon 
if that party prevailed, to hope a return ta 
that government. Saccaram knew the true 
interefts of the Mahratta ftate, and therefore 
was naturally averfe to any ceffions of terri- 
tory, and every meafure which could tend' 
to give power and ftrength to the Englilh ; 
this inclination muft have been greatly 
Strengthened by the reprefentation of Lalar, 
who, by the editions propofed, would be lb 
great a lofer ; this letter was therefore too 
favourable to their views, not to produce 
great effe&s . The firft was, frefh inftruc- 
tions immediately fent to their Vaqueels at 
Bombay, which arrived before they had de- 
clared in form the purport of their million : 
this now appeared very different from the 
humility which accompanied their firft ap- 
plication : they demanded that the perfon 
of Ragobah fliould be delivered up to them ; 
the reftoration of Salcet, and other acquisi- 
tions which were then in adtual pofleflion of 
theEnglifh; and the relinquishing all thought 

of 
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of Baflein, in return for which they conde* 
fcended to defray the charge and expence hi- 
therto incurred : yet at this very time, in all 
refpedts, other than the change likely to hap- 
pen by the refolution of the Bengal council, 
the affairs of the confederates were in a fitu- 
ation almofl: defperate ; Morabah Furne/.e 
had fent a trufty perfon to Ragobah with af- 
furance, that he and four of the mofl power- 
ful men at Poonah were ftrongly attached to 
his interefts ; and information that Fmkia 
was at Aurengabad, having fcarce 5000 men 
under his command ; that the whole force 
of the confederates did not exceed 1 2,000, 
and tliofe not eafily aflembled, or worthy of 
dependance on them ; that Saccaram and Na- 
nah Furneze had fecured themielves in Po- 
rounder fort, fearing to go from it ; that Mo- 
rabah himfelf was actually colleding a force 
fiom the troops lately paid off by the confe- 
derates, which he doubted not, by the time 
the allies could afeend the Gauts *, would 
amount to 1 0,000 horfe, with which ho 
would join Ragobah, and carry him without 
bloodfhed to Poonah. At the fame time the 
news from the fouthern parts were equally 

* Pauls, Goats, or Gattes, are pifTes through the 
Mountains. 

favourable : 
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favourable : Beefi Sing, the Raja of Marwar* 
fent his Vaqueel with information, that he 
was on his march to join him, that he was 
within forty-five cofsofAurengabad, and that 
his force confifted of 10,000 men. 

The council at Bombay were {truck with 
amazemement at the refolutions of the Su- 
preme Council, and the celerity with which 
they adted in confequence. They deputed 
Mr. William Taylor, one of their body, to 
Calcutta, to reprefent the motives which had 
induced them to ad; the conferences of 
what they had done ; the happy fituation of 
the affairs of the party they had efpoufed ; 
the benefits that would refult to the Com- 
pany from the ceffions ftipulated by their 
treaty with Ragobah ; the danger of reducing 
him todefpair, by abandoning. his caufe; the 
di fgrace that would attend a breach of a 
treaty fb folemnly made ; and the neceffity 
they were under to make it, if they would 
obey the orders of the Dire&ors to omit no 
occafion that {hould offer of getting Salcet 
and Baffein into poflfeflion. 

Mr. Taylor arrived . in the beginning of 
October 1 775, and, on the 9th, prefented a 
G memorial 
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memorial to the Governor and Council, re- 
preferring thefe feveral matters, and proving 
the fatal confequences of fending any perfon 
diredlly from Calcutta to Poonah. 

After defending the meafures of the Bom- 
bay council, by Brewing the advantage ac- 
cruing from this treaty, and the ueceffity of 
a&ing in conformity to the orders of the 
Directors, the danger attending the alteration 
of meafures, and fbrfakiug Ragobah, from 
the circumftances of the neighbouring princes; ' 
the difgrace neceffarily following the breach 
of a treaty, which, though perhaps refund- 
able by the Supreme Council, if the fettle- 
ment by the late adt of parliament was fuch 
as to invalidate in every cafe, the ads of 
fubordinate prefidencies when not confirmed 
by that council ; yet as to the powers with 
whom it was made, unacquainted with 
thefe new arrangements, and confident that 
when they treated with the Bombay coun- 
cil, they treated with the Company, muff 
be looked on by them as having force, and 
not to be refcinded without a breach of 
good faith ; the policy of keeping up the 
prefent mode of 'adniiniftration in Poonah 
•without running the hazard of having, the 
ibramins difpofiefled, which might happen if 

by 
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by the deftru&ion of Ragobah that party 
fhould want a chief, and muft end in re- 
eftablifhing the Raja in power, and put an 
end to all diffention, the confequences of 
which muft be fatal to the peace of all the 
reft of India. 

That as the letter written to Saccaram was 
worded, implying that the Supreme Council 
were unacquainted wirh the acknowledg- 
ment of Ragobah as Paifhwa previous to the 
treaty, it left it yet in their power to chufe 
What meafures they would take ; he there- 
fore entreated them to warrant and aflift the 
council of Bombay to fulfill their engage- 
ment with the Paifhwa, as the only fafe 
and honourable expedient in this junfture, 
and probably the laft opportunity of attain- 
ing the end propofed by the Direftors, and 
eftablifhing the affairs of the Company on a 
firm and folid bafis. But whatever might 
be their ultimate refolve, as to treating at 
Poonah, he moft earneftly recommended that 
the orders for withdrawing the army from 
Ragobah fhould be revoked ; it would have 
at leaft this good effect, that all parties would 
be kept in fufpence until it fhould be finally 
known, whether the prefent conteft fhould 
O 2 be 



100 AN ACCOUNT 

be decided by treaty or arms ; it would pre- 
vent the bad confequences of a defertion of 
Ragobah, which muft be that of his allies, 
and inevitably of the Englifh ; that what- 
ever judgment might be formed of the origin 
of the meafures, even though the council 
had unneceflarily engaged in a war, yet the 
continuance of it, as things flood, was ne- 
eeflaiy to the lafety of the Company. If it 
fliould be objected, that this war was a vio- 
lation of engagements formerly entered into 
with the Mahratta ftate, and of a neutrality 
recommended by the Diredtors, the anl'wer 
was plain : thefe engagements being with the 
acknowledged chief of that nation and its 
legal reprefentative, could not be a violation, 
but were in truth a continuation of the old ; 
that on one fide honour, acquifition of re- 
venue, and influence in the firft ftate in 
India, muft be the confcqucnce of purfuing 
the enterprise ; on the other weaknels, 
diigrace, and ruin muft follow the retreat 
of the army before the accommodation 
which fettled the interefts and fecured the 
fafety of the fevciat parties fliould have taken 
place. Before Mr. Taylor prelcnted this 
memorial he had conferences with the Go- 
vernor General, and each of the members of 

the 
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the council. The Governor, whofe long 
relidence in and experience of the affairs of 
India, made him a more competent judge, 
was foon convinced that the ftep was preci- 
pitate ; Mr. Barwell joined with him. In- 
deed he had from the beginning oppofed the 
withdrawing of the army ; but the three 
members lately arrived from England had 
adopted a principle of peace in all events, 
and therefore over-ruled every expedient pro- 
pofed by the Governor for complying in Come 
meafui e with the reprefentation of Mr. Taylor, 
and fo determined was their refolution, that 
an anfwer was returned to his memorial the 
very day it was prefented. All thefe thiugs 
happened in October 1775 *. 

In confequence of the refolutions taken by 
the Supreme Council, potitive orders were 
lent to the council of Bombay, that the 
Englifh army fhould immediately with- 
draw within the limits of the Company’s 
pollelllons ; that if Ragobah 4<ffired a retreat, 
they ihould afford it him ; that until the treaty 

fhould 

* It may be proper to place in one view the feveral 
places ceded to the Company by the treaty between them 
and Ragobah, with their produce to the Company. 

G 3 Salcet, 
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fliould be fettled between Colonel Upton and 
the government at Poonah, they fhould re* 
tain the poffeflion of Broach, Coiiab, Chicke* 

Salcet, Caragah, Tlephanta, Hog Ifland, Rs* 


and Canary produce a year — 350,000 

JkfTein, with its dependencies, — 400,000 

Oi pad — — — — 350,000 

Jambofier — — — 400,000 

The Gwicawars Share of Broach 3 $0,000 
To be paid annually from Occialier 7 5 > 00 ° 


Total Roupies 1 ,925,000 
Which, at 2s. the roupie, is L. 192,500 
and at 28.3d. the common 
exchange, is L 216,562 

Prefen ted to the Company 

iince the treaty by Rago- 
bah, and Futty Sing on 
the coaclufion of their 
treaty, Rs. 

Coriab, near Broach, 50,000 

Chickely, near Surat, loo, 000 

Veriow, near Surat, 28,000 

Ahmood, adjoining Broach, 150,000 

328,000 


Total ceded for ever 2>%$3>ooo 

Remaining fecurity for the *) L, 225,300 at as* 

payment of the fubfidy 5 or L. 253,44? at 25.3d* 
Remainder of the revenue Rs. 

of Occlafier j 10,000 

Hanfoot — — 127,009 

Yerfaw ~ — — joo,coq 


337,000 


ky> 


Total fccurijty 



OF BOMBAY. 103 

ley, and Verfaw, but carefully avoid all ho- 
ftilities with the Mahratta army. Colonel 
Upton was to perform his journey to Poonah 
by land. Though this was to take up a 
great length of time, no inconvenience was 
foreseen, as it was fuppofed that, upon a cef- 
fation of arms, every thing would remain 
quiet and in the fame {late, and that paflports, 
as well as conveniencies of travelling, would 
be procured for him during his whole route 
by the provifion of the Poonah government. 
The Colonel fet out on the 1 oth of July 
1 7 7 5 , with a proper accompaniment, hav- 
ing with him Captain Allen Macpherfon, Sir 
James Paterfon, Dr. Sutton Banks a phyfi- 
cian, and Captain Benjamin Wroe : and on 
the 24th of September had proceeded as far 
as Benares : he there received letters from 
Saccaram, the contents whereof gave him 
no great encouragement; and whofe ftyle 
was fucB, that he complained of it to the 
Supreme Council, who thereupon wrote to 
Saccaram ; and at the fame time to the co- 
lonel, that he {hould take advantage of the 
fituation of the army under Colonel Keating, 
by telling the Poonah minifters, that it now re^ 
mained inactive near $urat, but that it {hould 
aft according to their behaviour, ; if they made 
G 4 any 
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any motion with their troops, that army 
fhould likewife move, and the Supreme 
Council would not think themlelves bound 
to keep terms of amity with them : that as 
the Council meant to a£t with good faith, 
they expected the fame treatment in every 
inftance. 

The earneftnefs of the Englilh for peace 
had appeared plainly in the beginning ; for 
the cefl'ation of arms had been pubhfhed, and 
taken place in the month of Auguft ; and 
now, notwithftanding the preliing inftances of 
Ragobah,that the army fhould not yet with- 
draw from him, as it would pipducc fuch a 
coldnefs amongft all his friends, who would 
give up his caufe as loft and himfelf as 
ruined that he fhould be immediately aban- 
doned by them, the army, on the 20th of 
O&obcr 1775, began its march fromDubbay 
to rctiie into the Pergunnah of Surat ; and 
on the 13th of November were within fix- 
teen cofs of that city. Ragobah dared not 
remain without their protection, and there- 
fore with his troops followed their march; 
with hope, that from the rcprelentations 
made at Calcutta, the Council might be yet 
induced to favour his caufe. 


The 



The Nabob of the Carnatic, fe&^rig the^ 
inroads of the Mahrattas when 
fhould enjoy peace at home, defired to have 
a {hare in any treaty which fhould be con- 
cluded by Colonel Upton with them ; and 
-for that purpofe that he might fend a Va- 
queel to Poonah ; the Council conlented 
that Mr. Chambers {hould go from him to 
be affiftant to Colonel Upton in what regarded 
his intereft ; but he was not to treat himfelf 
with the minifters, or ad in any other man- 
ner than through the Colonel, who alone was 
to manage all matters with them. Colonel 
Upton in proceeding on his journey did not 
find the effeds expeded from that readi- 
*nefs in the Poonah Durbar, which the majo- 
rity of tire Supreme Council flattered them- 
ielves with. On the 2 5th November he 
wrote from Bopaul, which is feventy cofs 
from Burhampoor, that he met many obfta- 
cles ; that the country was in arms ; that 
he had yet received no paflport from Poonah ; 
at the fame time the miniftry wrote to the 
Supreme Council, that they had given orders 
for having every thing prepared, fo that Co- 
lonel Upton might have a free paflage ; but 
that they had not then heard of his approach. 
The ftyle of this letter {hewed no pacific in- 
clinations ; they complained that the Bombay 

council ; 
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council had not been attentive to the orders 
received from the Supreme Council ; that 
they fuffered the army under Colonel Keating 
to a & offenfively ; they found fault that Eng- 
lilh fbips failed from place to place in their 
dominions, as if there was a full and entire 
peace eftablilhed between the two nations ; 
they threatened to intercept them by means 
of the Mahratta fleet, and to fhut their ports 
againft them, and that if the places which 
had been taken by the Englifh were not 
immediately reftored, they would fet their 
army in motion to recover them. 

The complaint of hoftilities to without 
foundation. Colonel Keating had, on the 
20th of the preceding O&ober, begun his 
march toward Surat ; and at the very time 
this letter was written, had already reached 
its neighbourhood. Yet, notwithftanding 
this boafting, the Poonah miniftry were far 
from being in a condition to fupport this ar- 
rogance ; for by Colonel Keating’s intelli- 
gence, it appeared that Morabah Furneze * 
had embraced the party of Ragobah, that the 
minifterial army was reduced to 12,000 

* Furneze is a title of honour, it means one in receipt of 
the revenue. 

men, 
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men, that they themfelves were in filch ap- 
prehenfion for their fafety, that they had retired 
to the fort of Porounder, and were afraid to 
trufl themfelves out of it : and that Rago- 
bah’s partizans in Poonah were increafing. 

Ragobah himfelf required that Colonel 
Upton fhould, in the firft place, procure 
fome diftricts to be afligned for the mainte- 
nance of him and his adherents, till the final 
conclufion of the peace : that his pretenfions 
to the Paifhwafhip fhould be fully difcufled, 
by an examination of every thing relating to 
the birth of the infant pretended to be the foil 
of Naron : that if he fhould prove to be 
really fo, then he fhould, as his relation in- 
titled him, be regent during his minority ; 
and that when he attained his majority, and 
the regency was at an end, he fhould have a 
penfion fufficient to maintain him according 
to his rank. 

After a tedious and difficult journey Co- 
lonel Upton arrived at Poonah, on the 30th 
of December 1 775. Though he was at his 
arrival received with great civility, yet in a 
fhort time he found he had to deal tvith 
people nqt only inimical, but uncertain ; in* 

fomuch, 
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fomuch, that in the beginning of February he 
had no hope of concluding any thing with 
them. The detail of what palled between 
him and them from that time to the conclu- 
iion cannot be interefting. After many en- 
tanglements got over, at iaft, on the i ft of 
March 1776, a treaty was figned at Poroun- 
der by Colonel Upton, on the part of the 
Company, and Saccaram Bappoo and Balla- 
gee Pundit, on that of the infant Paifhwa. 
By this it was, in the firft place, mentioned, 
that peace between the Company *ih general, 
and the Bombay council in particular, and 
the infant Paifhwa and his minifters, Sac- 
caram and Ballagee, on the part of the Mah- 
rattas fhould be fully eftablifhed. That this 
peace on each fide fhould be forthwith pro- 
claimed. That the Mahrattas being anxious to 
recover Salcet, would in return give the Com- 
pany a country producing three lacks of rou- 
pies, in the neighbourhood of Broach ; but it 
was to be left to the option of the Supreme 
Council whether or no to accept this equiva- 
lent. The advantages to the Englifh were : 

1 ft. All right to the city and pergunnah 
of Broach was to be ceded to the Company 
free from all demand whatfoever : they were 
to have likewife a country of the yearly pro- 
duce 
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duce of three lacks adjoining to Broach, the 
bounds whereof fhould be determined by two 
perfons for the Company, and two perfons 
for the Mahrattas : and for the expences of 
the war, the Englifh. fhould be paid twelve 
lacks ; fix within fix months, and fix within 
two years. 

In return for this, all and every part of 
the Guzurat country which had been ceded 
by Ragobah to the Englifh (that only fettled 
on them by this treaty excepted) was to be 
reftored ; and all the country ceded by Futty 
Sing to the Company was to be given up to 
the Mahrattas, upon their producing proofs 
by the letters and funnuds * of the Paifh- 
was, that Futty Sing was not authorized to 
make fuch a ceffion. Betides, 

AH treaties made by the Bombay couucil 
with Ragobah were declared to be annulled, as 
was alfo that with Futty Sing. In confequence 
the Englifh troops were immediately to march 
within the limits of their prefidency. Ra- 
gobah ;was to difband his army, and all his 
adherents but four (who were by name ex- 
cepted) were to have a full and free pardon ; 

Sunnud is a grant under feal. 

if 
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if lie refufed to djfband, the Engiifli were to 
give him no affiftance, but withdraw from 
him ; and in confideration of his dilbanding 
he was to have a train of a thouland horfe, 
and a proportional number of foot, which 
fhould be paid by the Poonah government, 
as well as two hundred domeftics ; and he 
was to receive three lacks of roupies a year, 
by monthly payments ; but he was to refide 
at Coopergunge, and not change his refidence 
without licence from the Paifhwa. The 
Englifh were not to aid or affift in any man- 
ner, either Ragobah or any perfon difturb- 
ing the peace of the Mahratta dominions ; 
thefe covenants were to be mutual *. 

Thefe are the material articles of this treaty 
which was ratified at Bengal, by the refo- 
lution 'of the majority ; the prefidency of 
Bombay made very fevere ftriclures on it, 1 
lyhich they forwarded to Bengal. Ragobah. 
locked upon it as his ruin ; the fixing of his 

* The advantages -to the Company by this treaty were , 
in point of revenue as followetb ; 

Salcer — — — 350,000 

City andipengunoaivof Broach 500,000 

Country adjoining to Broach 300,000 

1, 100,000 L, 1 to , ooq 

at 2s. 

refidence 
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refidence at Coopergunge he confidered as 
an imprifonment, and the thoufand horfe, 
and proportional number of infantry which 
were to be paid by the Poonah govern- 
ment, as a guard fet upon him, either to 
keep him in that prifon, or deliver him 
to their paymafters; and he declared, that 
it was better for him to try his for- 
tunes with the few friends that might re- 
main firm to him, than fubmit to accept 
fooh terms. He averted, that confiding in 
the protection of the Engjifh nation, he had 
rejeded offers made to him by the Nizam : 
he defined that he might make his appeal to 
that nation, and in the mean time take Shelter 
in Bombay, that his perfon might be in 
fafety. 

There was fome reafop for Ragobah to 
have entertained hopes that his condition 
would have been better than it proved in the 
treaty: for not long before the conclufion 
of it Colonel Upton from feveral untoward 
circumftances, fuppofed the negotiation to- 
tally broken off, and had written his opinion 
to the Supreme Council, who, concluding' it 
really fo, had in confequence written, to 
Bombay, that they, might in that cafe be 

prepared 
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prepared to renew hoftilities, and had alio 
written to Ragobah, promising in that event 
an effectual affiftance to reinftate him. They 
had befides applied to feveral other princes', 
Hyder, the Nizam, Modagee Bouncelo, Sin* 
dia, 'and Holcar, to fupport his caufe ; if 
they declined this, intreating them to remain 
neuter. At the fame time they had concerted 
meafures with regard to Owde, and ordered 
a brigade to march to the frontiers of Corah, 
neareft to the Pafs of Culpy; but all this was 
put an end to by the figning of the treaty. 

Another accident which happened about that 
time helped to raife his hopes whilft it embar- 
raffed the minifters. There was a perfon of 
. the Pailhwa race, called Subahi, or Subadab, 
the fon of Chimnagee Oppah and brother of 
Badgeercnv, who was reported to’ have been 
killed in a battle near Panniput in 1761. 
A long time after a man appeared at Poonah, 
who averted he was that identical Subadah 
or Subahi : he produced many proofs of that 
identity, but the government at that time 
looking upon him as an impoftor, had con* 
fined him in the fort ofRutnahGcriah. This 
man had now efcaped from thence, was 
joined by feveral chiefs with fonie troops, 

and 
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Hud Row Dullop who commanded the Mah- 
ratta fleet, had declared for him ; he claimed 
to be regent either fingly or jointly with Ra- 
gobah. Thefe circumftances might induce 
Ragobah not yet to difband his troops ; a 
more fpecious reafon was given, that he had 
not money to pay them. He followed our 
army with them when they marched from 
Dubbay; and now they had moved to the 
environs of Surat, it was thought neceffary, 
with the troops lately under Colonel Keat- 
ing’s command, to reinforce the garrifons of 
Surat and Broach, left fome accident fhould 
happen from ftich a neighbourhood. Whether 
this excited a jealoufy that fomething was 
jcheming between the Engliih and Ragobah, 
'or that the minifters were chagrined at not 
having him in their power, they complained 
to Colonel Upton, that the Bombay council 
had not reftored the places which were to be 
ceded by treaty ; that they had fupplied Ra- 
gobah with military ftores : adding, that Hy- 
der had purfued proper meafures in inforcing 
his treaties by arms ; and that if, in thefe 
particulars, fatisfaftion was not given them 
they would carry fire and fword through, all 
the Company’s territories. The Bombay 
council denied thefe aflertions ; they laid, 

H ’ that 
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that as to the places ceded, they had fent or- 
ders to Surat and Broach to have the per- 
gunnahs delivered up upon the appearance of 
perfons properly authorized to receive them ; 
that; no fuch had appeared; that remon- 
ranees had been made to Ragobah, but his 
inability to pay prevented his dUbanding his 
forces: that their garrifoning Surat and 
Broach was an ad of ncccflity., no way in- 
confiftent with peace, fmee it prevented ac-> 
cidents which might happen from the neigh- 
bourhood of the troops of either party ; that 
they were fo far from plotting to renew the 
war, that when the Nizam had lately of- 
fered his affiftance toRagobah, if the Englilh 
would engage not to take part with the 
Mahrattas, they had declined giving any 
fuch promife. • They on their fide com- 
plained, that no good effects had yet ap- 
peared from the treaty, that to the great de- 
triment of the Englifla, no communication 
or intercourfp was yet permitted with the 
Mahratta dominions ; which prohibition was 
fo rigid that no perfons were permitted to 
come from the neighbouring ports to Bom- 
bay, even to fell vegetables or other provi- 
fipns ; that the Mahratta fleet had taken fix 
vpflels coming from Goa under Englifh co- 
lours 
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lours which had been feparated by a florin 
from their convoy, and carried them into 
Gheriah 5 that they had refufed fending a 
VaqueeL to Bombay to explain the reafon of 
this behaviour ; that it was not poffible to 
execute that part of the treaty which related 
to the country ceded by Futty Sing, he re- 
demanding this from Ragobah, upon this 
ground, that the conditions 'of the treaty 
with him were not performed ; that be de- 
nied that the Poonah government had any 
fight to demand them, or any thing to do 
with thefe revenues, all that related thereto 
having been fully fettled in the year 1759, 
When a divifion was made of the Guzurat 
country between Poonah and the Gwica wars. 
'Thus each party ftarted difficulties, and the 
treaty remained without any article of it being 
fully carried into execution. A whole year 
was Ipent in altercations and mutual com- 
plaints, when the year 1777 opened a .new 
lcene. 

% 

In the beginning of April a French fhip ar- 
rived at Collaby, a place at the entrance into 
the river of Choul, which landed feveral 
gentlemen, who fending notice of their arrival 
to Poonah, had not only leave given them to 
Ha go 
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go thither, but were received in great pomp, 
there being an efcort ordered of twenty-five 
Arab fepoys with an elephant, twenty ca- 
mels, a palanquin, and lbme horfe. The 
perfon who appeared to he chief among them 
ffcyled himfelf Chevalier de St. Lubin, a man 
already well known in the Englilh fettlc- 
ments in India for his intrigues. 

This man, on the i j;th of April, was re- 
ceived and had long conferences at Poroun- 
der. Mr. Moftyn who now refided at Poo- 
nah, on behalf of the Englilh remon ft rated 
againft his admiffion to the Durbar, but he 
was anfwered that his prefent reception was 
in confequence of an application made two 
years and a half before, and that matters had 
then fo far advanced, that his reception could 
not be now refufed. The Chip was brought 
up to Choul, where her loading, confiding 
of artillery, fire-arms, copper, and cloth, was 
landed. ' St. Lubin allured the Durbar that 
two fliips more would foon arrive, for which 
he demanded permifiion to winter in’ their 
harbours. On the 8 th of May he had an 
1 audience of the Pailhwa, in which he pre- 
fehted credentials from the king of France. 


It 



OF BOMBAY. 117 

It was much doubted, not only by the 
Englifh, but by the French refxdent in In- 
dia, whether St. Lubin had any commiffion 
of the kind he pretended, or was at all au- 
thorized : Monf. Belcombe, commandant at 
Pondicherry, refufed to acknowledge him as 
ambaffador, but the French agent at Surat 
anfwered his draughts : the perfons who ac- 
companied him fufpe&ed him. The truth, 
from the information of the principal among 
thefe who had fallen out with him, and took 
refuge with Mr. Moftyn the Engliffi refident 
at Poonah, appeared to be, that St. Lubin 
had jointly with Monf. Dumas, an officer 
of rank in the Canada army laffc war, and 
governor of the Ifle of France, obtained 
Monf. de Sar tine’s approbation and confent 
to a plan they .had formed, which was, that 
St. Lubin ffiould embark at Bourdeaux, on 
board a fhip called La Paix, as minifter ple- 
nipotentiary in the department of commerce 
to the Mahratta court ; Monf. Dumas was 
to embark at Breft oil L’Indien. at the head 
of 1500 men, which were to be joined by 
1000 to be ffiippcd on board La Paix, the 
whole 3500 to be under the command of 
Dumas, who was to have the department of 
war in , the expedition, as St. Lubin had of 
H 3 " c om. 
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Commerce, and 500 more were to be landed 
at the Hie of France by a private merchant 
fhip. Monf. de Sartine actually vifited the 
ports where the fnips lay. St. Lubin, who 
wanted to be at the head of all, by his pri- 
vate infinnations prevailed on him (unknown 
to Dumas, who then thought him gone to 
Lyons to take leave of his friends) to con- 
font that he fhoulcl fail in a private fhip from 
Bourdeaux, that lie might prepare all things 
for the reception of the force which was to 
follow under the command of Dumas ; this 
,was to join the Mahrattas, after which they 
were to ftrike fome great flroke. St. Lubin 
had the powers of infmuation to a great 
degree ; plaufible, affumjng, and ready of 
fpefcch, he gaye what he laid an air of truth, 
yet he . was fuperficial, and ever ready to 
facrifice truth and every thing to his in- 
tereft, even to the detriment of his own na- 
tion. By Ins reprelentations of the mighty 
advantages that would refult to France in 
genial, and Jn particular tp thofe perfous 
who embarked with him,, h® carried out 
fome gentlemen frpm Bourdeaux?, who foon 
after their arriyal in India, faw they were 
the, dupes of their credulity, and that things 
at Poonah were in reality very different fro#*, 

what 
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what he had reprefented them to be. By the 
firft packet he fent to France, which was to 
go by Surat, they wrote to their friends 
what they law: thefe letters he opened, and 
from that time became their enemy ; and fo 
violent was his perfection, that he prevailed 
on Nanah to order one of them, Monf. Cor- 
celle, to be put to death, after having him- 
felf attempted to kill him : another perfbn 
was feized by miftake, and would have been 
thrown under an elephant’s feet, had not a 
bramin found he was a Dane. The pro* 
teftion granted to this Monf. Cored le and 
Mr. Madget by Mr. Lewis, the then Eng- 
lifh refident, was made a fubjeft: of com- 
plaint, in the bickerings which followed. 
For from that time the Englifh refident met 
with a treatment, which fully fhewed the ef- 
fect of St. Lubin’s negotiations and promifes. 

Nanah Furneze, then the a&ing perfon 
in the Paifhwa’s miniftry, entered into con- 
fidence with him on his undertaking to bring 
a confiderable military force to Poonah, 
completely furnifhed with artillery and ftoresj 
and an alliance was to be concluded between 
France and the Mahratta nation. That his 
promifes might be efte&td, Nanah gave him 
II 4 the 
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the free ufe of the port of Choul. At this 
time Saccaram and Nanah were the princi- 
pal miniftcrs at Poonah ; Saccaram was old 
and infirm, and redding in Porounder, a£led 
moftly in the care of the perfon of the infant 
Paifhwa. Nanah, about the age of fifty, 
aXive and enterprising, afpired to the chief 
rule, likely to devolve upon him at the death 
of Saccaram. 

From the proteXion he had afforded Mr. 
Bolts before the arrival of St. Lubin, and his 
connexions fince with that minifter, it is 
apparent his difpofitions were not favourable 
to the Englifh. Another perfon, who might 
be looked on as a minifter at Poonah, was 
Morabah, nephew of - Nanah,' a man of 
great influence and ability, apd alfo of great 
prudence ; till that time avoiding interfer- 
ence in thofe troubled feenes j inclined to 
Ragobah, 

„ Sincfia Ind Holcar who hold the country 
extending from Guzurat to the banks of tho 
Jumtinfa, Originally paid a tribute, but in tho 
prelent weakhefs of government are grown 
independent. A moiety of Guajurat and -Sal- 
Cei, Baftein, and the country of Broach, be- 
longed 
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longed to the Pailhwa family; the Bouncelo 
family polfefs Berar and Nagpoor in perfedt 
fbvereignty. 

The intereft of St. Lubin at Poonah was 
an alarming circumftance. It was fo high 
with Nanah, that, in order to prevent any 
opportunity the Englilh refident might have 
of procuring intelligence, he prevailed on 
him to place guards upon his houfe. This 
was not the only infult ; on his complaining 
of this treatment, he was anfwered, that all 
Europeans Ihould leave Poonah ; that if the 
Englilh defired to have an agent there, a Car- 
coon (that is an inferior perfon) would an- 
fwer the purpofe, and Nanah exprefsly de- 
fired he would inform the Bombay prefidency 
of this. This meflage was highly relented 
by them, and a difavowal of it infilled on, 
but in vain ; on the contrary, the reftralnt 
was increafed. 

Other circumftances concurred to fhew 
that fome fchemes again!! the , Englilh were 
forming. The French agents and chiefs were 
bufy every where. General Belcombe had a 
fixty-tfbur gun Ihip ready, in which he was 
to be carried to the coaft of Malabar, with 

a com- 
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a company of Europeans, A large fuite, and 
fome arms ; Mahi was the place named, and 
it was given out he was only going to vifit 
that fettlement ; but the real view was to 
bring to maturity the plan? formed between 
St. Lubin and Nanah ; this appeared fully 
by the proceedings which followed. 

The diflenfions among the minifters at 
Poonah were now confiderable, Mr. Moftyrt, 
the Englifh refident there, had for fome time 
perceived the feeds of a revolution. On the 
10th of December 1777* the council of 
Bombay received advice that Saccaram, Mo- 
rabah, Butchaba a man of confiderable in- 
fluence, together with Holcar, had confe- 
derated ' to remove Nanah from his employ- 
ment, and reftore Ragobah, provided the 
council of Bombay would join them, and 
with a military efcort conduct him to Poo- 
nah. That each of thefe chiefs had the com- 
mand of 10,000 horfe, and that Sindia, who 
was then sbfent at the difiance of fixty leagues 
from? Poonah, was fuppofed to be in the 
feme intereft. At this time Fyrkia, the 
Commander of the Mahratta forces for the 
miners, was on the borders of the Carna* 
lie, where he had invaded Hyder Ally, 

in 
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Jn two engagements had totally defeated him. 
And Raja Ram, the nominal lovereign of 
the Mahratta empire, died the beginning of 
January, 

The council of Bombay thought great ad<- 
yantage in the prefent circumftance might be 
reaped from this confederacy; but as by the 
treaty of Porounder Ragobah was totally ex- 
cluded, itwas judged proper that Saccaram, who 
was the principal actor in that treaty, fhould, 
jointly with the other confederates, fend the 
propofal in writing and under feal ; this done, 
they promifed the concurrence delired. The 
1 2 th of December they advertized the Su- 
preme Council of the whole matter. The 
governor general looked upon this as a fa- 
vourable opportunity of counteracting the 
Operations of St. Lubin, and therefore pro- 
pofed upon thole conditions to authorize the 
Bombay council to conclude fuch an agree- 
ment, and promife them affiftance in men 
and money; the refolution palled, and ten 
Jacks of roupies in bills were immediately 
forwarded to Bombay ; and that council was 
cxprefsly enjoined to adhere to the requilltion 
?lut Saccaram and the other perl'ons fhould 
fend the propofal under their leals and figna- 

tnreSj, 
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tures, and by no means to ad:, unlefs that 
•condition was complied with. This was done 
in February 1778. 

As it was judged that the council of Bom- 
„bay weire not of fkrength fufficient fingly to 
'carry fo great a dcfign into execution, nor to 
withftand the effect of St. Lubiifs intrigues, 
fhould they fucceed fo far as to introduce, a 
French army into the Mahra,tta date, it was 
thought, prudent to have a : force at hand 
ready to ad as occafion fhould require. The 
country between the Ganges and Bombay 
and Poonah was now well known, and no 
'.more thought impalpable for an army ; the 
governor general therefore propofed to fend 
a detachment : under Colohel Leflie, an of- 
' fiber of ability, through the inland country 
towards Bombay, which might be at Hand 
to ad as occafion fhould require. It con- 
fided of fix battalions of fepoys and one 
‘company of native artillery, which were 
*fd be joined . by a regiment of cavalry add a 
bpd/ of ' liorfe from the province of Qwde; 
rfiefS ^erd all to' affemble at Kulpee, near the. 
' TumnaJ 'and from thence proceed, through 
%e countries ol? BbondelcKund and Berar, to- 
wfttfds Bortibay.' 

On 
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Cdlonel Leflie had ferved in the late war 
under General Wolfe, and by his zeal and 
activity had fo far recommended himfelf to 
the favour of that fuperior judge of military 
merit, that he was among the few diftin- 
guifhed friends to whom the general had by 
his will given honourable tokens of his re- 
gard. This reputation he had fupported in 
the courfe of his fervice in India, he had 
particularly diftinguifhed himfelf in the Ro- 
hilla war by a judicious attention and unre- 
mitting exertion in the duty of quarter- 
mafter-general, though part of the time la- 
bouring with the gout. His inftruCtions were, 
“ To proceed by the moft practicable route 
to' Bombay, or fuch other parts as he fhould 
be directed to by the committee of that pre- 
fidency ; he was to prefer the route through 
the Boondelchund country and province of 
Berar, but if refufed by that Rajah, not to 
perlift, but according to his judgment and 
the refult of his enquiries vary his route, 
making it his firft care to reconcile the chiefs 
to his paflage through their countries, but at 
all events to profecute his march, from the 
beginning of which he was to obey fuch. 
orders from Bombay as were not contrary to 
the tenor of his inftruCfcions. He was ad- 
vifed of the feveral letters written to the 

chiefs, 
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chiefs, and particularly the Rajah of Beraf, 
to procure paflports and fupplies of provi- 
fions ; and it was recommended to him to 
cultivate a good underftanding with them, 
particularly the latter j he was authorifed to 
ufe every expedient neceffary for the fafety 
and fupply of the detachment without in- 
fringing the peace fubfifting with the Mah- 
ratta ftate, and to adhere to the treaty of 
Porounder; the ftridteft order and difdpline 
was recommended, and every attention to 
preferve any poflible imputation of blame, 
nor was he to adt oflienfively, even at the rc- 
quifition of the Bombay Council, unlels they 
firould declare that there was actually a war, 
and he was to advertife them as frequently 
as poffible of his progrefs.” 

Theie inftrudtions correfponded with thole 
given to Mr. Alexander Elliot who for 
his talents in negotiation, was unanimoufly 
chofen an Ambaflador to the Rajah of Berar, 
with whom the governor general had long 
kept a correfpondence. 

* Mr. Elliot was brother to the prefent Sir Gilbert El- 
liot, and was a young man of furprizing knowledge, abi- 
lity, and diligence ; unfot tunately for the Company and 
bis country, he died before he could execute his com- 
ttiffion. 


The 
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-The revenues of this Raja amount to' one 
hundred and fifty lacks yearly, and he is at ' 

the head of 30,000 horfe. 

* 

Modagee, related by blood to the Rajas of 
Poonah, had been adopted by Salioo the pre- 
decefibr of Ram Raja, and looked to the fo- 
vereignty of the Mahratta ftate at the death 
of Sahoo ; but Ballagee, then Paifhwa, de- , 
feated this fucceffion, and railed Ram to the 
throne : Ragogee, the father of Modagee, to 
affert his foil’s right, inarched with a confider- 
able force to Poonah ; but the Paifhwa found 
means to appeafe him by conceffions of gr-eat 
value ; the moft coufiderable was the inde- 
pendence of all the Bouncelo poffeffions. In 
the year 1773 Shabagee, one of the fons of 
Ragogee, being then chief of Berar, had lent 
a Valued to Calcutta with ' an offer of al- 
liance. Mr. Haftings, then prefident of that “ 
government,, pcopofed conditions' fimilar'to 
thofe which had been granted fcb Shjah Dou-’ 
lah the Nabob of Owde. Shabagee being ’ 
Haiti, this negociation dropped,, and the change? 
of government at Calcutta, by the forming 
of the Supreme Council, deftroyed, tft& 
bability of renewing it i yet the Vaqwediwas' 
by Mr. Haftings kept fpme tim©-in"-‘h6pe^ 

that 



i at AN AC CO UNt 

that there yet might offer an opportunity 
of doing it with effed, but he had lately 
fent him home. Modagee, when fettled, 
lent him back to Calcutta with a tender of a 
friendly alliance; and Mr. Haftings, fore- 
feeing that the troubles in the Weft of India 
might draw the Englifh to take fomc part in. 
them, looked on this as a circumftance which 
might in fome event prove a fortunate connec- 
tion. On the determination of fending Colonel 
Leflie’s detachment, he wrote to Modagee, 
defiring a paffage through his country. The 
anfwer was moft friendly ; he not only con- 
tented, but promifed to fend to the banks of 
the Nerbuddah a quantity of grain and other 
neceffaries for the Englifh army, and a body 
of horfe to efcort them through his territory; 
and added, that he had written letters to Co- 
lonel Lellie to advife him of this. The efcort: 
and ftores were accordingly fent. 

The fituation of affairs convinced the go- 
vernor general more and more of the necef- 
fity .of, having fome refource to counterba- 
lance this intereft of the French ; it could 
not be doubted but that' if matters in Europe 
fl proceeded to a war, the flames of it muft 
fprCad to India, and the nation which found 

itfelf 
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itfelf Strongest and beSt prepared would Strike 
lome Stroke again ft the other. Bombay and 
the poSieSiions of the' English in that quarter 
were the parts moSt liable to an attack ; the 
directors had warned the Supreme Council of 
this ; every circumstance warranted their con- 
jecture. Thefe conjectures were but too well 
founded; and fortunately the governor ge- 
neral had fomething yet Stronger to decide 
him. Mr. Elliot, in his return from Eng- 
land to India, had paSTed through Paris, where 
he had the opportunity of learning the real 
Situation of things from perfons thoroughly 
inStruCted ; he was fully informed of thoSe 
Steps which inevitably muSt bring on a wan 
He knew the whole progrefs of them ; this 
he communicated to the governor general, 
who by this means faw his conjectures be* 
Come a certainty* 

This made him turn his thotights Still 
more Strongly to Berar* and he refolved to 
make an alliance with the Raja Modagee, 
at leaSt defensive ; but which might, accord- 
ing to the occasions furnished by events, be 
improved to an offenfive one* It was for 
this purpofe that Mr. Elliot was choSen to 

I go 
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go to the Durbar of Modagee; his infrac- 
tions were to the effect following : 

He was to form his judgment on the ac- 
tual fate of that government, the intelligence 
he Ihould receive from the neighbouring 
fates, and particularly the advices from Bom- 
bay, and regulate his proceedings accord- 
ingly; and as in the feveral matters he 
might treat of, fome were in their nature 
fuch, that what was f ipulated muf be per- 
manent, he was not to conclude any articles 
concerning thefe without having communi- 
cated them to and received the approbation 
of the Supreme Council ; but thole where 
the provifions were only temporary and re- 
quired immediate decilion, he might conclude 
without fuch reference. 

That as the primary intention was a per- 
petual defenlive alliance, to have mutual in- 
terefls and reciprocal confidence muf there- 
fore be the ground- work : on thefe principles 
he Ihould fipulate, 

i. That a mutual friendlhip fhonld be 
efablilhed between the two govern- 
ments ; 
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ments ; that the friends of one fhould 
be the friends of the other, and the ene- 
mies of one the enemies of the other. 

2. That a certain number of troops fhould 
be kept up within our frontier in the 
neareft and moil convenient fituatiou to 
his dominions ; that a monthly lubfidy 
proportionable to the expence fhould be 
paid by him. — This article was to con- 
tain a power to alter the numbers, or 
even decline or withdraw the whole. 

3. That on his part a body of cavalry 
fhould be kept up for the fervice of the 
government of Bengal, who fhould not 
be the native militia accuftomed to 
plunder, but regular troops; that the 
pay of thefe fhould be only when em- 
ployed — This article was not to be in- 
difpenfable. 

Such were his inftrudions as to the ar- 
ticles upon matters permanent in their na- 
ture ; as to others which were temporary ,and 
required decilion and immediate activity, the 
grounds on which he was to regulate his con- 
dud, were as follow : 

I 2 
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The rcfidence of Sr. I at bin at Poondh, and 
the intei eft lie had cultivated with the mi- 
nifters, made it likely that lbme ftroke 
might be cxpeftcd fi om thence, and as the 
probability was now that war exifted between 
the French and Englifh, Bombay muft have 
been the firft to feel the e hefts of it. De- 
Jigns yet gi eater might be in agitation, and 
an attack upon Bengal from the internal parts 
of India, with the aftiftance of the Mali- 
ratta force, was to bo apprehended. The 
Bombay pielidcncy were authorized to affift 
in cairying on the plan communicated to 
them in December lath of excluding Nanali 
from the government, and reftoring Rago- 
bah ; the detachment fent under the com- 
mand of Colonel Leflie was formed to fecond 
thefe endeavouis; but the undertaking had 
failed in the principal part ; the change 
among the minifters was effefted, but Rago- 
bah not reftored. Thus deprived of the re** 
fource hoped for in the friendfliip of Ra- 
gobali, and aiming at obftrufting the French 
intereft and countcrafting their lchemcs, and 
it being dangerous without the fupport of a 
powerful alliance for the detachment to pro- 
ceed on its firft deft i nation, it muft have 
been a moft defirable thing to have a mutual 

intereft 
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intereft, and to join our forces with thofe of 
Modagee. This was founded on very good 
reafons ; his dominions lie between thofe of 
the government of Bengal and the country de- 
pendent on the Paifhwa, and border on them 
and the country of the Nizam. There muft 
exift a natural jealoufy between his family 
and the government of Poonah : their ani- 
mofity had been increafed by many reciprocal 
ads of violence. Modagee had ftrong pre- 
tensions to the fucceffion of the Raja Ram : 
he had a natural enemy in the Nizam. The 
fituation of all affairs in thofe parts was there- 
fore in the firft place to be learned. 

If the council of Bombay had not entered 
into new engagements with Ragobah or 
with the party governing at Poonah which 
clafhcd with the following inftrudions, and 
that a French force was at Poonah, or that 
Mr. St. Lubin was ftill there, or that no cir- 
cumftancc offered to con trad id what was al- 
ready known on that head, a dired union 
with Modagee for carrying on a war againft 
the Mahrattas at Poonah, was to be offered: 
in all this great diferetion muft be ufed; 
the principal aim being to defeat the French 
combination, to prevent their receiving af- 
I 3 ftftancQ 
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fiftance in their attack upon Bombay, and to 
eftablifh a connection between the Englifh 
and the Mahratta ftate, to infure their fup- 
port againft the F rench, or any other nation 
with whom the Englifh might be at war. 

The negotiation therefore was to be fu- 
fpendcd until through the information of the 
Bombay Council, or of Mr. Moftyn the re- 
fident at Poonah, the nature of their engage- 
ments fhould be fully known ; there mu ft 
be an entire conformity to their meafures ; 
no offenfive plan whatfoever muft be adopted 
which could in any manner counteract them ; 
a defenfive one was, and ever to be, the main 
objeCt. 

The Raja of Berar is a fovereign and in- 
dependent power. If the French intereftwith 
the Poonah government was diflolved, and 
no hoftile intention againft the Company fub- 
lifted, the treaty concluded at Porounder with 
the Pailhwa Narrein remained in full force; 
and no engagement contrary to it mutt be 
entered into : but this treaty was not contra? 
diCted by a defenfive alliance with Berar, nor 
pyen by an offenfive one which regarded other 
powers : nor by the precaution of a ftationary 

force 
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force on the frontier. In return, Modagee 
might expert from the Company to be af- 
fifted in averting his right to the Rajafhip, 
and in recovering the places conquered from 
his family by the Nizam ; the latter being 
foreign to our purpofe therefore nothing 
was to be concluded on that head unlefs an 
abfolute neceffity of it was apparent ; and 
then the ftipulation muft have been confined 
to the places taken by him fince the death of 
Jannogee. 

If the Nizam had joined the French or 
their allies at Poonah, then the terms pro- 
poled by JVIodagee were to be liftened to. If 
the profpect in the fucceffion to the Raja- 
fhip was fair and probable, it would be right 
to treat upon that matter ; our end in it 
would beanfwered by the exclusion of French 
influence : the pofitive advantage on his fide 
intitled us to demand fome return ; as the 
full reimburfement of any charges the Com- 
pany fhould be put to, the confirmation of 
all the ceflions made to the Bombay council 
by Ragobah and Futty Sing, and to the Su- 
preme Council of Bengal by the treaty of 
Porounder ; in thefe matters the council of 

I 4 Bombay 



i 3 6 AN ACCOUNT 

Bombay muft guide. No territory on the 
Bengal fide of India was defired. 

Notice to be fent to the council of Bombay 
and to Colonel Leflie of what fhould be con- 
cluded. 

He was to take fpecial care that no part 
Should be taken in the difturbances annoying 
the Bouncelo family. 

Whatever agreements fhould be entered 
into, were not to be reftrained to the perfpn of 
Modagee, but extend to his fucceflbrs. 

Thefe inftiu&ions fhew the apprehcnfioi} 
of the danger, and what remedy was conceived 
to be the moft efficacious. There was no 
necelfity of changing the fituation of the de- 
tachment from the Bengal fide of the Ncr- 
budda, or altering its deftination, till the 
flate of affairs was fully known. It wa.s at 
hand to adt according to the meafures which 
fhould be concerted with Modagee. If the 
firfl: fcheme failed, it was ready for the fe~ 
cond ; if they both failed, it was near our 
frontier. When once the news of a war 
Tjvitla France fhould arrive, it mull decide 
what meafures were abfolutely necefiary. At 

al| 
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sill events that influence in the Mahratta ftate 
was to be destroyed ; for if once St. Lubin 
could bring troops and {lores to Poonah, what- 
ever party he efpoufed muft command obe- 
dience > and in that cafe Bombay would not 
be the only objedt, the province of Owde 
muft be the fcene of ravage, and probably 
they might extend their views lo far as to 
/dilpute the pofleffion of Bengal *. 

Small is the dependence which in thofc 
<cafes could be had on Bombay. Some other 
jrefouice muft be found: Modagee, by his 

* The following incident fhews how jufl: were thefe ap- 
prehenfions. Mr. Elliot in his journey overtook Mora. 
Chevalier, chief of Chandernagore, at Cuttack on his way 
to l’oonah, and pi evaded on the Naib to affift in feizing 
him. Among his papers was found a letter from General 
Belcombe, dated Pondicherry, 12 July 1778, relating to 
the fituation of affairs between the Englifo and French na- 
tions, to which was this remarkable poftfcript : 

“ It would be proper for me to apprize the Mahrattas 
“ at Cuttack and Berar of the difpofition of the Engli(h 
“ refpe&ing a war, which appears to be inevitable ; and 
“ that I (lion Id wiite to thoie at Poonah, that this is the 
“ moment to unite, in order to crufh that ambitious na- 
" tion, who hath already met with confidcrable Ioffes in 
“ America, which they feek to repair by fubje&ing all the 
“ princes of India.” 

Other letters inteiccpted by the Bombay council Ihewed 
the icality of the French defigns, and how much they at 
that time exerted then whole powers to bring them to 
fnatqrity. 

fituatiop, 
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fituation, by his interefts, and by his incli- 
nations, was the moft probable one. 

The advantages arifing from this fcheme 
muft be great. A body of troops kept on 
our frontier in the manner propofed, increafos 
our force without any expence to us. The 
Berar cavalry is the beft in India: the Na- 
tion of the troops muft caufe a concourfe of 
people in thofe parts, which may bring into 
cultivation that region, now neglefted, though 
the foil is good and capable of fertility. An 
inland communication with Bombay and Ma- 
dras will be opened, and a barrier will be 
formed on that fide of our poffeffions. 

But a yet greater advantage follows this 
ftation : Nangpoor * is the center of the pen- 
infula; the army may thence convenient- 
ly reach the dominions of the furrounding 
princes, and aft either for their defence or to 
their annoyance. They muft behold our 
power and the poffeffions ceded to us with 
jealoufy, which our European enemy is 
watchful to improve. The lofs of the north- 
ern ciicars muft affeft the Nizam ; he was 
$:hcn in league with the French and thePoo- 

nah 


* The capital of Berar. 
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jiali miniftry ; his brother Bazalet Jung, who 
had for his life the poffeffion of the circar of 
Gontour, between the territory of the Na- 
bob of Arcot and that of Mazulipatam, had 
at this hour five hundred French in his fer- 
vice, which all the reprefentations and en- 
deavours of the council of Madras had proved 
ineffectual to remove from that country. No 
emplacement of our troops could be fo for- 
midable to thofe princes as that near Berar. 
The bare infpeCtion of the map of India 
fhews the importance of the fituation of that 
province in regard to the three great powers 
who bound our pofieffions. The prince of 
Berar is our natural ally ; he hath no inter- 
courfe with France : the firft ftep of the Poo- 
nah alliance muft have been an invafion of 
his territory to force him to lend his affiftance 
to their attack of Bengal, 

The trade of this province is another very 
material article : it produces the beft cotton 
in India, which is fpun into fine thread, and 
exported in that flate to the dominions of the 
Company. The duties are at prefent high ; 
but even under this difadvantage thefe manu- 
factures yield the greateft profit of any brought 
from India. The Dutch, befides fpices, fend 

great 
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great quantities of copper into Berar ; this 
article may be turned in our favour. The 
climate fome months in the year is compara- 
tively cold ; this may produce a demand for 
woollens. Many other advantages there may 
be which commerce itfelf will bring forth. 

Another revolution in the Poonah mini- 
ftry demonft rated the afcendency of French 
influence. On the 25th of Auguft letters 
were received at Calcutta from Bombay, men- 
tioning that Nanah had recovered his rank 
and influence, upon which Morabah had ap- 
plied to them for immediate affiftance to con- 
duct Ragobah to Poonah, fending articles fub- 
fcribed by him and Butchabah ; Holcac 
agreeing to this by a feparate paper under his 
hand, that they approved of the propofal, 
but had deferred aCting in confequence to the 
month of September, that they might in the 
mean time be authorized by the Supreme 
Council, or receive directions fiom London. 
The anfwer authorized them to proceed, pro- 
vided what they foould undertake did not 
endanger their lafety, or prove contrary to 
any engagements which Mr. Elliot might 
have entered into with Modagee. This an- 
fwer was transmitted through him, who was 

at 
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at the fame time to let them know the (late 
of the negotiation. Thus by the mutual 
correfpondence which muft arife from the 
obfervation of his inftru&ions with regard to 
that prefidency, it was probable that on ei- 
ther fide nothing could be done but what was 
beft adapted to the ftate of affairs in the Weft 
of India. 

Before the detachment marched the go- 
vernor general, to prevent any danger which 
might happen by Bengal being left open to 
a French invafion, had taken the following 
precautions : a naval force was prepared ; 
two fhips of forty guns each had already 
joined Sir Edward Vernon, and there re- 
mained in the mouth of the Ganges two fri- 
gates and three cruifers, under the command 
of an excellent officer*, which, joined to 
what was already in that region, muft keep off 
any armament of our enemies, and cleanfe 
that fea from pirates which annually infeft it : 
and a fupply of troops in the room of that- 
detachment was provided. The army was 
augmented with nine battalions of ftpoys : 
the companies had before been augmented to 
eighty rank and file : thefe might upon oe- 

* Captain John Richardfon who had fervsdwith credit 
'in the fate war. 

cation 
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cafion be formed into four battalions of fevert 
hundred men each. The artillery was aug- 
mented with two companies of Europeans, 
and four battalions of native artillery- men? 
thefe, with fome addition, are com po fed of 
Lafcars, who have now the advantage of dif- 
cipline given to their former laborious du- 
ties ; befides this, the militia, amounting to 
one thoufand men, was embodied. This, 
with the alliance at Berar, muft fufficiently 
fecure Bengal by land : and there is no pro- 
bability of fuccefs to an invafion of it by 
fea ; for the iliconveniencies are too many 
and too confiderable : the feafon of letting 
out ; the feafon of arrival ; the number of 
troops neceflary ; the quantity of ftores and 
ammunition of all kinds ; the number of 
fhips of war and tranfports ? the length of 
fuch an embarralfed voyage ; the chance of 
lofs by ficknefs and death ; on the landing 
the want of cattle, artificers, and coolies ; all 
thefe militate againft fuch an undertaking. 
The true way of invading Bengal is through 
the provinces, by alliances with the powers 
of the country; the Mahrattas are the only 
power to ferve this purpofe, and a firm efta- 
blifhed friendfliip with Berar the mod effec- 
tualy way of preventing the efFe&s of fuch an 
alliance. On the other hand, every thing 

calls 
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calls them to Bombay, the neighbourhood of 
the Mahrattas, and the convenience of the 
port of Choul, are advantages not to be met 
with in other parts of India. 

WhiHt thefe things pafled in Calcutta, 
the proceedings at Bombay were, by the 
fluctuations at Poonah, rendered variable, and 
could not anfwer the warmth with which 
they at firlft fet out. On the 19 th of January 
1778, they received advice that an agreement 
had been figned at Poonah between the mi- 
nifters and St. Lubin, by which the French 
were to have RowDunda or Choul, that they 
might the better carry in their troops and 
artillery. Upon this they refolved that no- 
thing but a change in the adminiftration at 
Poonah could lccure the Company from the 
dangers and bad confequences of the alliance 
between the French and Mahrattas; and that 
there was no method of averting the evil im- 
pending, but by the Company taking adecifive 
part. They communicated this to the Su- 
preme Council, who approved it; and re- 
commended to them to obtain the following 
conditions : 

1. The perfonal fafety of Ragobah. 

a. That 
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3. That a fpecifc fum be ftipulated for 
the military charges incurred by this 
interpolation. 

3. That Baffein and its diftridt be ceded 
in perpetuity to the Company. 

4. An additional grant of territory adjacent 
to Baffein and Bombay, in exchange for 
Broach, the lands ceded by Futty Sing, 
and the Pergunnahs of Hanfood, Alh- 
mood, and Derborah. 

5. That no European fettlement fhall be 
allowed in the Mahratta dominions, 
without the confent of the Supreme 
Council ; but this to be only extended to 
the enemies of Britain. 

6. That a fupply of ten lacks of roupies be 
immediately granted to the prelidency 
of Bombay for the fupport of their en- 
gagements. 

And at the fame time, that they might be 
prepared for all events, requefted the prelidency 
of Madras to have two hundred Europeans, 
half a company of artillery, and a battalion of 

fepoys 



OF BOMBAY. 

fepoys ready to march to Anjengo, thence to 
be tranfported to Bombay, if required. 

Saccaram was backward in putting his 
name to this inftrument, though he afted 
privately with the confederates. Morahah 
would have taken the whole upon himfelf, 
and engaged, that if the Englifh and he un- 
derftood each other, he would fettle the go- 
vernment in a*month’s time ; but the Board 
infilled ; and this kept back the conclufion 
of a treaty between them. 

The dilpofitions of the feveral powers of 
the Mahrattas and their armies in January 
1778, were as follows: Modagee Bouncelo 
was at Lacauwady Gaut, thirty cofs eaftward 
of Aurengabad ; Holcar was at his own vil- 
lage Banbgam, with 1 2,000 horfe, and five 
or fix thoufand Praeds rcfufing any corre- 
fpondeiice with Nanah, Sindia endeavour- 
ing to raife contributions on Janogee Patan- 
cars jaghirc, near Rimetpore, had occafioned 
a lkirmifli, in which Janogee was killed. 
Furkia had been again defeated by Hyder, 
and retreated to Panchmach, a place belong- 
ing to the Nizam, on the north bank/bf the 
Krifina, in hopes of receiving afliftance from 

* Foot foldiera and flingcra. 

JC Downfa, 
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Downfa, one of Nizam’s generals, who was 
encamped about twelve cols from him. Hy- 
der Ally, in purfuit of him had crofted to 
the north of Jongebodra. The Nizam, though 
ftrongly l'olicited to join the Poonah force 
againfthim, refufed, unlefs the forts of Afhur 
and Armadanagur, formerly promifed, were 
delivered to him. Furkia was loon after yet 
more unfortunate ; for Badgee Punt Burwa, 
joined by feveral other Mahrdtta chiefs, at- 
tacked and routed his army, taking three 
elephants, his cannon, and plundering lii« 
Buzar'*, he efcaping only with five hundred 
horfe. Thefc different events, and particu- 
larly the laft, were fatal to Nanah : his rc- 
iource was to go to Porounder, in hopes, by 
the means of Saccaram, to perfuade Sindia 
to go to the affiftance of Furkia ; who? far 
from receiving affiftance from Downfa, had 
been by him defired to remove, from Pancli- 
mach, and had retreated to Serapore twenty 
cofs north of Kriftna: his fcattered army 
there joined him, and he foon again ap- 
proached to Downfa, ftiil retaining hopes of 
affiftance, notwithftanding his inclinations 
muft have been againft him, as he had a 
daughter contracted to Tippoo Sahed the fpn 
* Bazar or Bazar, a market. 

of 
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of Hyder *. But thefe hopes were kept up 
by his knowing that a Vaqueel from the Ni- 
zam had been fent to Poonah. The refult 
of Nanah’s conference with Saccaram was 
a reiolution to endeavour by all means to 
procure the affiftance of Holcar and Sindia 
to Furkia, and to fend him money and 
3000 men. Shortly after, in the month of 
March, he was again furprized, and his 
whole force was reduced to 3000, with 
whom he retreated along the Kriftna towards 
Meritz. 

Thus the whole of the Mahratta Hate was a 
fcene of confufion : each chief folely intent 
upon his private concerns, watching to ad- 
vance his own interefts as occafion fhould 
offer, and all in continual diftruft of each 
other. Through all this chaos the party 
againfl Nanah continued their fcheme of 
changing the government, and their interr 
courfe with Mr. Moftyn ; but Saccaram Hill 
delayed his fignature to the requeft of affift- 
ance from Bombay. At laft Mr. Moftyn 
was affiured by the confederates, that on the' 

* Whether this alliance or other caufes made him the 
objeft of the Nizam’s fupicions, he was within a fliort 
time after taken off. 
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a 2d of March Morabah, Butchaba, and Hol- 
car would move, that in five or fix days 
they would appear on Porounder plain with 
25,000 men ; that Saccaram waited for that 
event fully to declare himfelf, and would 
give Mr. Moftyn entire fatisfadtion ; that 
they fhould leize and imprifon Nanah ; that 
Morabah would write to the prefident, and 
alfo to Ragobah, which letters fhould be ac- 
companied with the Bui Bundar, which is 
an oath of fidelity; that Holcar would alfo 
write to Ragobah. 

On the 26th about noon Morabah and 
forne other chiefs encamped on the oppofitc 
fide of the river with 10,000 horfe. A de- 
tachment of fifty horfe entered Poonah, 
twenty-five of which marched to the palace, 
the others patrolled the flreets, directing the 
inhabitants in Ragobah’s name, to keep quiet- 
ly to their occupations, and promifing fafety 
for perfon and effedts to thofe who fhould do 
fo. An hour after Morabah arrived and went 
diredtly to the palace, where, paying his re- 
f pedis to Perwetty Bah *, he received from 

her 

* Perwetty Bah was the wife of Subadah, who had 
beea confined with the widow of Naroa ia the fort of Po- 
rounder, ' 
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her the firpaw of Duan *, he began by 
placing his own people in the room of thofe 
who were the guard, whom he difmifled : 
the houfe of the Duan who had been ap- 
pointed by Nanah had fome of thole new 
guards placed upon it. He then publickly 
received the compliments due to his ftation, 
after which he returned to his tents on the 
other fide of the river, where he was to meet 
Holcar, who had advanced to the diftance 
of three cofs ; Saccaram lay diftant about fix 
cofs. They were all to join in the morn- 
ing, when their whole force would amount 
to 30,000, and march to Porounder, whence 
they were to fend a perlon of confequence to 
Bombay, who fhould attend Ragobah to 
Poonah. On the 30th of March an agent 
arrived at Bombay, lent by them, who in. 
their name defired that no time fhould be 
loft in fending Ragobah to Poonah ; but no 
particular propolals were mentioned. The 
Bombay council, in fo turbid an appearance, 
could not determine what direction to give 
minifter at Poonah ; they left his conduit there 

rounder, and after the death of Naron’s widow, had the 
care of the infant Paifhwa. It is not eafy to conceive how 
file came to be fo intrufted. 

* Duan is treafurer, and principal tninifler, 

K 3 
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to his own difcretion, and his regard fbr the 
interefts of the Company : but at the fame 
time that they might be ready to profit by 
any events favorable, and which led to de- 
cifion, they determined to prepare three hun- 
dred Englilh infantry, two companies of ar- 
tillery lafcars, with a fuitable field train. 
Colonel Egerton was to command this body, 
next in command to him was Colonel Cock- 
burn, 

The afped of affairs at Poonah now pro- 
miled the eftablifhmcnt of Ragobah, On the 
28 th of March Nanah was at the foot of the 
hill of Porounder with 5000 men. All his 
endeavours to encreafe this force were vain ; 
he was therefore compelled to fubmit to ac- 
cept conditions from the party of Saccaram 
and Morabah ; he agreed to accept an infe- 
rior office. Saccaram and Morabah were to 
be guarantees for his life and trcafures. In 
this agreement no mention was made of Ra- 
gobah. The effed of this union was that 
Nanah’s political fyftem gained ground : Mr, 
Mpftyn found that Morabah was npt willing 
to abandon Baffein; and he wrote to the 
council, that Ragobah muft not depeiui on 
a force to receive him there, that, it' could 

1*3 



OP BOMBAY, 151 

be had only from Bombay, and Ihould con- 
fife of at leaft two. battalions, with a fuitable 
train of artillery. 

Ragobah, on the other hand, giving full 
fcope to his hopes, and {hutting his eyes to 
all difficulties, was extremely prelfing for 
his departure. The council remonftrated 
againfe this impatience, infilling that it was 
not proper to move, until a regular invi- 
tation, fuch as had at firft been promifed, 
ihould have come from Poonah. To this he 
anfwered, that his appearance would bring 
matters to a conclufion ; that for want of it 
his partifans would imagine that the Englilh 
were backward in his caufe, which muft di- 
ipirit them, and might tempt them to make 
terms with his enemies ; that this was a 
crifis not to be neglected; that, added to 
fome force which he had at Culwa oppofite 
Tanna, the troops that could be furnifhed 
from Bombay were fully fufficient to com- 
plete his re-eflablifliment. He affented to 
confirm the treaty of Surat, and exprefled 
his wifihes to enter into an alliance ofienfive 
and defenfive, which fhould be bound by the 
ftrongeft ties : he promifed to grant Pergun- 
hahs contiguous to Bombay, fot a fecuriry of 

K 4 pay- 
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payment of the troops. At the fame time 
he defired that the Bjitifh commander fhould 
have orders from the council not to inter*" 
meddle with his government ; and he inti- 
mated that all the grants of territory yielded 
by his enemies to the Nizam and other pow- 
ers fhould be refumed. 

The Mahratta chiefs ftill continued in 
their encampments. Mr. Moftyn, on the 
i oth of April was requefted by a particular 
letcer from the Durbar, fealed with the great 
feal, to ‘go to that near Currich, where he was 
met by Morabah, who told him that Gopal 
Naique Tumbacjcar (who was the brother of 
Butchaba) was to be fent immediately to 
Poonah, and requefted him to meet them 
at Nanah’s camp near Porounder hill, where 
they were then going He acquiefced, and 
was received with due ceremony, and marks 
of regard in a public tent, and introduced to 
the Durbar, where were prefent Saccaram, 
Morabah, Nanah, Butchaba, and feveral 
other chiefs, particularly Gopal Naigue Turn- 
backer, Great civilities were fhewn him ; 
but a final fettlement with the Company was 
put off to Ragobah’s arrival. Saccaram re-, 
quefted that Mr. Moftyn would accompany 

the 
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the perfon they were to fend to Bombay ; 
and upon his enquiring into the Hate of the 
French alliance, he was anfwered, that they 
had then under confideration the immediate 
difmiflion of St. Lubin. The next day Turn- 
backer told him that on the morrow he was 
to let out ; that a Durbar would be held for 
that purpofe ; that after calling at Poonah, 
he would proceed toTanna. On the 1 6th 
Mr. Moftyn had another conference with the 
chiefs, who requefted that he would allure 
Ragobah of their good intentions, and that 
they intreated him not to be induced by any 
reports to believe the contrary. Mr. Moftyn 
then took leave of Morabah. Notwithftand- 
ing thofe fair appearances things were far 
from being in a prolperous way : unaccount- 
able remoras toTumbackers journey appeared 
from day to day upon frivolous pretences, the 
principal of which were that fome parti- 
cular ftipulations were to be made with Ro- 
gobah, and lome objections that he made to 
the perfon of Tumbacker, whom he exprefsly 
delired not to be fent on this deputation to 
him, were to be anfwered and got over. 
Neither did matters go on fmoothly at Bom- 
bay : that council had received notice from 
Bengal of the intended march of the , detach’ 

ment, 
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ment, aftd of Mr. Elliot’s embafly. The 
majority of them conceived that things at 
Poonah wore fo favourable an afpe£t, that 
with their own force, without any affiftance, 
they would be able to bring matters to a fa- 
vourable conclufion ; and therefore that there 
was no occafion for the Bengal detachment. 
Upon this they refolved to write to the com- 
mander not to proceed in his march, but re- 
main with his detachment at Culpcc. The 
reafons they gave were, that the difficulties 
to be encountered in the country which lay 
between Culpee and Bombay were unfur- 
mountable, and therefore the march imprac- 
ticable, and expofing the Company’s troops 
without neceffity : that it was not poffible to 
procure for them either pafles or provifions ; 
that the apprehenfions expreffed by the Su- 
preme Council of a war with France, and of 
attacks upon Bombay were not grounded ; 
and therefore the expence occafioned by fuch 
an undertaking was not warrantable. Meflf. 
^Draper and Stackhoufe difiented from this 
refolution ; they were of opinion the fituation 
of the prefxdency was not altered either in 
refpedt of the French or the Mahrattas ; that 
it was well known the French had defigns 
againft Choul. The event has ffiewu how 

ill- 
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ill-founded was the reafoning of the majority 
on every point. Perhaps there were other 
motives which occalioned this refolve. The 
detachment, had it reached Bombay, would 
have had the honour of all the advantages 
which were infured by the jun&ion of the 
forces : this has lo often influenced chiefs 
and commanders in all ages, that attributing 
it to the majority of this council cannot be 
judging harfhly. Notwithftanding the opt 
pofition of Mr. Draper and Mr. Stackhoufe, 
on the 2 2d of April, the council wrote to 
the commander of the detachment, defiring 
he would flop at Culpee, and not proceed 
till he fliould hear further from them. Ra- 
gobah’s impatience, which daily increafed, 
made him look over all difficulties ; he prefled 
more and more the departure of the troops, 
and his own : he repeated the detail of ad- 
vantages that would immediately follow the 
open and avowed declaration of the Englifh,- 
that they fupported his caufe. He defired to 
diredt his march by Callian, where he af- 
firmed that Vifiagee Punt, a confiderable 
chief, was upon his appearance ready to de- 
clare for him, and join his ftandard. , He of- 
fered to put the Company into the immediate 
poflefiiop of Baflein, and defired a flate of his 

account. 
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account, and the produce of the Pergunnahs 
to be affigned to the Company for the pay- 
ment of their troops. But his affairs at Poo- 
nah were far from the fituation the apparent 
zeal of Morabah and Saccaram had repre- 
fented. 

The Poonah Durbar were very uneafyat the 
march of the detachment from Bengal. The 
reafon given for it to them both from the 
Supreme Council and Bombay, having been 
the danger that muff; accrue to the Englilh 
fettlement from the French being in poflef- 
lion of Choul, they deiired to know if St. 
Lubin’s immediate difmiffion would fatisfy 
the council, fo far as to induce them to flop 
its. march ; they made excufcs for his having 
been permitted to remain there fo long ; al- 
lowing that fome promiles had been made, 
they aflerted that it was done only with a 
defign to amufe him; they repeated their 
former realons for the delay of Tumbacker; 
but, upon the whole, they evaded granting 
the duftucks or paffports for facilitating that 
march through the Mahratta territories. 

The Bombay' council on the 1 5th of May 
lent their orders to Mr, Molly 0 to lpeak pe- 
remptorily 
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remptorily to the Poonah Durbar, that they 
fliould declare whether they coufidered the 
treaty of Porounder as fubfifting, and the. 
Mahratta ftate to be bound by it ; to demand, 
agreeably to that treaty, the poffeflion of a 
country producing three lacks near Broach ; 
to infill upon the countries ceded by Futty 
Sing as they had not produced the proofs 
required by the treaty ; to demand an ex- 
plicit declaration concerning their engage- 
ments with the French; and to require an 
anfwer in fourteen days ; telling them pofi- 
tively that a further delay or evafion would be 
conftrued into a refufal, and that the council 
fhould»a£t in confequence. 

At the fame time they took off the re- 
ftraint they had laid on the march of the de- 
tachment, and dire&ed the commander to 
advance toward the coaft. The reafon they 
gave for their change of opinion was the 
continuation of the French refident at Poo- 
nah *, and the apparent bad difpofition of the 
Durbar to the Englilh. 

Morabah 

* Advices were received at Bombay that General Bel- 
combe, commander at Pondicherry, had come to Mahe in 
a fixty gun ihip; the council judging this to be the effeft 

of 
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Morabah had a meeting with St. Lubifl, 
at which he told him that the Englifh jea- 
loufy made it neceffary, he fhould abfent 
himfelf for a time, but it fhould not alter 
.the friendlhip of the Maliratta nation to the 
French. 

St. Lubin had undertaken to Morabah to 
bring to Poonah 2000 Europeans within fif- 
teen months, or at leaft before the detach- 
ment from Calcutta could arrive at its defti- 
nariop. The Poonah Durbar wrote at the 
fame time to the Supreme Council to define 
they would recal the detachment, upon this 
ground, that they were complying with the 

of St*. Labia’s intrigues, and fearing the confcqueoces re~ 
quelled Sir Edward Vernon to defer his departure/ who 
promifed to employ his frigates in fearching the whole 
fcoaft, but added that he could not lofe any time, but 
mull proceed to Madras. General Belcombe’s deflinarion 
was faid to be Surat, where he was to flay during the 
he did arrive atTillichery on the 3d of April 1778, 
in the Brilliant, a fhip of fixty*four guns, and brought three 
inan$r$d European?, who landed at Mahe. He got pof- 
feffion of a fmall fort by the ceflionof the prince or Cher- 
ries, who had orders for that purpofe from Hyder Ally, 
whofe vaflal he was. This pofleflion was of confequence* 
as it commanded the approaches to Fort St. George upon 
Green Hill which is the key to Mahe. Monf. Bellcombe 
was to leave Mahe the 2,6th of April, and return to 
Pondicherry.^ ft was affirmed the Brilliant brought two 
h^hdre^ foldiers from Mangabor?. 


treat y 
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treaty of Porounder, that they fmcerely in- 
tended bringing Ragobah to Poonah ; that its 
was delayed only as it was neceffary that 
Furkia, who was advancing with a large 
force, Ihould be confulted ; that Monf. St. 
Lubin was difpatched; that his fhip had 
brought nothing but merchandize : and that 
they meant in all things peace and amity 
with the Englilh. 

In truth Morabah had urged St. Lubin to 
depart, that he might fooner bring the troops 
promifed, but he ftill remained at Poonah, 
laying he would fend letters which would 
bring them as foon as he could do, if he in. 
perlon went for them. The Durbar at the 
fame time wrote to Modagee Bouncelo, de- 
liring that he would, if poffible, by fair 
means perfuade the commander of the detach- 
ment to return, and if he could not fucceed 
by fair means to do it by force. 

St. Lubin had, in the month of March 
preceding, written to the captain general at 
Goa for leave for two French regiments to 
pafs through the Portugueze territories, and 
to the governor pf Damaun for a permi#k>n 
for the French tp ufe $iat port ; both thefe 

' requefts 
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requells were with great civility refufed, as 
they might tend to a mifunderftanding be- 
tween the two crowns of Great Britain and 
Portugal, who were in fbri<£t alliance and 
friend Ihip ; but liberty was granted for their 
Ihips to refrelh in the Portugueze harbours, for 
which purpofe they fihould be allowed fifteen 
days. St. Lubin in anlwer endeavoured to 
reconcile him to his requell, and added, that 
though to yield to the Englilh jealoufy, he 
was obliged to leave Poonah, he Ihould not do 
lo without haying fully effected his bufinefs. 

It was evident that the Durbar were leek- 
ing delays, that the rains might come on 
before any thing Was concluded. If they 
could retard the march of the detachment 
until that time, they reckoned the rains would 
then flop their progrefs, and during that in- 
terval the force might arrive which had beeu 
promifed by St. Lubin, who, natwithftanding 
the promile of Morabah, remained at Poo- 
iiah. Hence frelh occafions of delays were 
found on each application of Mr. Moftyn for 
the duftucks or pafiports. At laft, he feeing 
that the diflenfions in the Durbar Hill con- 
tinued, and that Sindia and Holcar infilled 
on Ragobah’s being brought to Poonah, ap- 
plied 
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plied to them feparately, and they readily- 
granted him every order he defired for the 
fafe and undifturbed paffage of the detachment 
through their refpe&ive dominions. 

‘'The prefidency of Madras, in confequefcce 
of letters from the governor and Supreme 
Council, had determined to fend to Bombay 
the aid they had requefted : they received 
letters dated the 29th of April, with advice 
of this : and now once more varied their or-* 
ders for the route of the detachment, direct- 
ing their march to Surat i 

An attempt was made, about this time, by 
a relation of the infant Paifliwa, who was 
one of his attendants, to ideal his perfon from 
the fort ; he had carried the child half way 
down the hill before he was difcovered ; there 
belng flopped, he was fent to prifon, and the 
child was carried tack into the fort# 

On the 1 2th of June tbe Bombay council 
deceived notice from Mr. Baldwin at Grand 
Cairo of the fituation of affairs between the 
Engiifh and French nations, and the flatqof 
war they were in. 
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The uncertainties at Poonah ftill conti- 
nued. Nanah, leaving his retreat had gone 
to Sindia, who received him, and promifed 
him fupport. They fent to all the officers, 
requiring their acknowledgment of them aS 
the minifters of the Paifhwa. 

Ragobah now informed the council that 
both parties had applied to him, and that 
even without the appearance of an Englifh 
force he might proceed to Poonah, fure of 
fuccefs there. He allowed that both were 
his enemies ; but faid their difcord was fo 
great that nothing could go on, which drove 
them to this application 5 and he undertook, 
that his march would not be attended with 
any, oppofition, efpecially if the Englifh force 
appeared with him, and that the carrying the 
cannon through the Gauts, and a fiipply of 
provifion fhould be his care. 

On the other hand Morabah was retreat- 
ing from Poonah, having delivered the feals 
and the enfigns of office to Holcar, who fent 
them to Sindia, by whom they were deli- 
vered to Nanah, whereby he was once more 
eftablifhed in the Durbars but a very cohfi- 
derable number of adherents remained to 

Morabah, 
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Morabah, and it was probable, that this 
conteft would not end without flaughter. 
Nanah’s force in a manner furrounding Poo- 
nah and Porounder fort, and occupying all the 
paflages in the mountains. He treated with 
Holcar as well as Sindia, and offered each 
of them immenfe fums if they would efpoufe 
his caufe. 

Nanah and Morabah each now wifhed in- 
terviews With Mr. Moftyn, who could not 
form a judgment which of them would ulti- 
mately get the better. He had procured 
a copy of the paper delivered by Nanah to 
St. Lubin on the 13th of May 1778, ex- 
prefsly requiring the affiftance of France, 
* 6 to punifh a nation who had raifed up an 
** infolent head, and whofe meafure of in- 
“ juft ice was full and in reward of this aid 
promifing a jaghire to be granted from the dr- 
ear of the Paifhwa. About the fame time the 
Durbar had fent an anfwer to Mr. Moftyn’s 
ireprefentations, no way favourable, but in- 
fifting, that they had in every fenfe complied 
with the treaty of Porounderi The caudal, 
on the 24th of June, refolved to have every 
thing , in readings to land their forces to ac- 
company Ragobah, whenever , it fhould ap- 
L 2 
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pear that the paffes in the mountains were 

free. 

Mr. Moftyn being returned to Bombay, and 
having given the feleCt committee there all 
his information, and remarks on the preced- 
ing faCts and dilpofition of affairs, the nature 
of the country through which the troops 
muff march in cafe of their joining Ragobah 
in his march to Poonah, which he repre- 
fented as very practicable to infantry; the 
committee, on the 2 iff of July 1778, re- 
folved unanimoufly, that the Durbar’s an- 
fwers were a violation of the treaty of Po- 
rounder. That the fituation of affairs in 
Europe, and the reftoration of Nanah Fur- 
neze, cheated a neceffity of immediate mea- 
fures to, effeCt the fubverfion of that party 
which was connected with the French in 
fchemes hoffile to the Company, and for 
eftablifhing at Poonah an adminiftration with 
whom a fecure and permanent alliance could 
be maintained. , That for that end Ragobah 
muff be placed in the regency, with a pro- 
vifb that the government and Sicca * be con- 
tinued in the name of the Paifhwa during his 


* The fcal. 
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minority, and Ihould be fu f rendered to him 
at his legal age ; that Morabah fhould be 
acquainted that they will heartily join in this 
plan ; that an order fhould now be lent to 
the commander of the detachment to purfue 
the moft eligible route to Junier or Zener *, 
avoiding in his march the proximity of Au- 
reugabad, or any part of the Nizam’s dm 
minions. 

On the nth of July Morabah had been 
feized by 2000 men of Sindia’s force, and 
kept in the camp ; at the fame time all who 
were known to efpoufe his caufe were feized 
likewife, among whom were Vifagu Pont 
Binny, and Butchaba. Nanah had the name 
of minilter, but Sindia had in reality the 
whole power ; Saccarara was not lo much as 
confulted, and it was probable that both he 
and Nanah would be foon confined, and Sin- 
dia ad openly alone. Soou after both Mora- 
bah and Butchaba were confined in different 
forts. Mr. Lewis the refident at Pctonah, by 
the renewal of the obftacles to his correfpon-; 
dence, foon found the influence of Nanah’s 
government. That party now aded as if 

* So called tin Jeffries’s map,,' , 

'h 3 ths 
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the continuance of their power was {ecu re, 
the armies of Sindia and Furkia each day de-r 
creafed, by their difcharging numbers of their 
horfe. 

The governor general and Supreme coun- 
cil in the beginning of this month took pof- 
feffion of Chandernagore, and wrote to the 
prefidency of Madras to order a fufficient 
corps of troops to be in readinefs to march to 
Pondicherry, affirming that the war was 
pow certain, and that if they had not re- 
ceived advices or orders to the contrary from 
England, they fhouid proceed to hoftilities ; 
beginning by the attack of that place which 
would be their firft, .as the fettlement of 
Mahi or Mahe fhouid -be their fecond cap- 
ture, 

Frefh proppfals came now from Nanah. 
and that party to Ragobah, all which he re- 
jected, and infilled upon either being regent, 
and having the cuftody of the infant Pailh- 
wa, or a partition in equal parts of the pof- 
feffions of the Pailhwa family, whereof one 
{hare fhoujd be his. On the 1 6 th of Auguft 
the prefident acquainted the committee, that 
op this refufal the meflenger from Nanah 

had 
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had applied to him ; but this application 
being verbal no further notice was taken of 
it. Sindia, after telling Saccaram, that his 
age prevented his being ufeful, had ordered 
him to his houfe, and no more to inter- 
meddle, and had placed a guard on him. 

Hyder Ally had now taken Darwar, and 
was marching towards Merits in order to at- 
tack it, on which the Durbar ordered a force 
to oppofe him. Befides this misfortune, 
they were embarraffed by the difobedience of 
particular chiefs ; Nanah had fent orders to 
the Rillidar of Amdanagur that he fliould 
deliver his fort to , Sindia, the Killidar re- 
plied, he held it for Ragobah 5 and not 011'ly 
refufed to furrender it, but feized three lack's 
of roupies which belonged to Nanah, and 
were returning from Aurengabad, where they 
had been fecured for him during the late 
trouble?, 

St. Lubin had been difmiffed by Nanah, 
but remained at Damaum, and a continual' 
correJpondence was kept up between h i fad 
and Monf. Briancourt the French refideftf at 
Surat, upon their fcheme of procuring’ tfoops 
to arrive ft Choul, and thence proceed to 
L 4 Poonah ; 
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poonah ; and by intercepted correspondence 
ymh Pondicherry, it appeared that Nauah 
had not only required the ax4 pf France as 
abovementioned, but that it was Stipulated 
that the French fhould, as foon as it was 
practicable, move againft the Englifh, for 
Tjyhich firft fervice they fhquld receive twenty 
lacks of roupies, and ten fhips with fepoys ; 
and upon their attacking Bombay they fhould 
receive twenty lacks more : by one of thofe let- 
ters, on pretence of the war being begun, they 
demanded payment of the firft twenty lacks. 

It was now the 1 2 th of October, when 
Mr. Carnac delivered a minute to the Bom- 
bay council, reprefenting th^t much time had 
pafled finpe the 21 ft of July, on. which day 
they had refolved to affift Ragobah, the in-' 
conveniencies of a delay, and the advantages 
which might be taken of the p relent fituation 
of the Poonah Durbar diftraCted by divifions, 
and fheir army not yet aflembled : this was 
feconded by the information and opinion of 
Mr, Modyn, who added, that the adherents 
to Morabah mud: conplude,if this opportunity 
was differed to flip,' that Ragobah was given 
pp. He further faid, as to the diftance at 
$fhich the detachment dill was, that though 

ft 
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k might have been of more material advan- 
tage if nearer ; yet even in its then prefent 
fituation, which was near Sindia’s capital, it 
would be of great ufe by keeping him in awe, 
and thus facilitate their enterprize, whilft on 
their fide, that enterprize by fixing the at- 
tention of the Durbar, would prevent the ob- 
ftacles which might otherwife annoy and re- 
tard the march ; and he added, that the 
longer the execution of the refolve was de- 
layed, the greater the French influence, and 
the more effectual the preparations at Poo- 
nah would prove ; on which it was refolved 
by the majority (Mr. Draper diflenting) that 
the refolution of the 21ft of July for con- 
ducting Ragobah to Poonah be forthwith 
carried into execution; and Mr. Lewis was 
directed to hold hinafelf ready to leave Poonah 
at a moment’s warning. 

On the 3d of November the refident and 
whole French faCtory at Surat were madei 
prifoners of war by orders from Bombay. 
They continued fome time at Surat confined 
to their garden, being permitted to remain 
there to prevent' inconvenience in their pri- 
vate arrangements ; but it was fbon 'found 
fhat intrigue? were carrying on for the deli- 
very 
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very of the caftle of Surat to the Mahrattas, 
ju which they had a confiderable {hare; they 
were then transferred to Bombay, 

At this time news was received there that 
Pondicherry had, on the 1 8th of O&ober, 
furrendered to the Englifh, by which event 
the government of Madras were enabled to 
fend a detachment to reduce the French fettle* 
ment at Mahe, This redudtion was foon 
after completed. 

On the 4th of November the council, to 
carry their plan into execution, appointed a 
committee, confliling of Mr. Carnac, Colo- 
nel Egerton, and Mr, Mcsftyn, which was 
called the .Poonah committee ; it was to make 
the arrangements proper for that fervice, to 
communicate the intentions of the Board to 
Ragobah, and finally to fettle with him the 
previous conditions pn which the affiftance 
Was given, Colonel Egerton, who, at the 
time of appointment, did not fuppofe they 
were to accompany him in that capacity on 
the intended expedition, and therefore had 
approved the meafure, now protefted againft 
jt, as being contrary to the orders of the Di* 
redtots, and as uuneceflary, inafmuch as no 

negotiation 
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negotiation could take place on the road, 
upon which the orders of the fele£t commits, 
tee could not be had in a Ihort time, and as 
the orders of the Directors were, that in the 
abfence of the commander, the feledt com- 
mittee Ihould confifl of the governor, and fe- 
cond and fourth in council, the abfence of 
Mr. Carnac who was fecond, would prove a 
direct breach of thofe orders. Mr. Draper 
on this laft ground adhered to him, but it 
was carried by the governor’s calling vote, 
that two would be a fufficient feled com- 
mittee, and the meafure pafled. 

Things were again retarded by a differ- 
ence with Ragobah. A circular letter was 
prepared to be iffued by him on his landing 
on the continent, in which, alfuming no 
higher titles than thofe ufed by Badgerow 
in the' treaty of 1739, he declared that , his 
view was only to take the adminiftration 
out of improper hands, and exercife the re- 
gency during the minority of the young 
Pailhwa, in which he would condudt affairs, 
and continue the Sicca in the Pailhwa’s 
name. This letter being ffrewn to him 
he obje&ed to thofe claules, but afterward 
feemed to acquielce, on condition tjae council 
*vopld lend him the further fum of three 

hicks 
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lacks of roupies, and furnifh fome military 
flores ; but the letter being left with him, he 
made alterations therein, whereby it differed 
■widely from the intent propofed ; affuming 
in the title a name of dignity which belongs 
only to a Paifhwa, and totally omitting the 
claufes relating to the adminiflration and 
Sicca. It was refolved, that if he did not 
acquiefce in the form prefented to him, and 
accede to the propofed conditions, the bufi- 
nefs fhould proceed no further. 

After fome confederation he confented to 
the terms propofed in the letter, withal de- 
firing that it might be reprefented to the 
Company, that he infilled that child was 
fuppofitious, and that in cafe he could prove 
it he fhould be at liberty to afifume the Paifh- 
wafhip ; if he could not, that a partition 
might be made of the country, and its govern- 
ment, agreeable to the law of the Gentooa, 

Three lacks of roupies were now advanced, 
and ,1500 mufkets and five field pieces 
granted to him," the committee reprefenting 
that as the Euglifh troops would have more 
than fufficient, a greater number would 'be 
gn incumbrance, 

The 
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The body ordered for the fervice confifted 
of X43 artillery, with 500 Lafcars, 448 
rank and file European infantry, and 2278 
fepoys, making in the whole, officers included, 
3900 men. 

The treaty fettled with Ragobah was to 
the effedt of the abovementioned conditions ; 
and by the laft article the treaty of Surat 
was in every point confirmed, and the fol- 
lowing places afcertained as the pofieffions of 
the Company : 

Baffein fort and town with its diftri&s and 
full dependencies : Jambofieir and Orpad, 
and the ifland of Canary ; an affignment upon 
the Pergunnah of Occlafier for 75,000 rou- 
pies a year : all the fmall places belonging 
to the diftria of Salcet, which were to bo, 
reftored ; and the Pergunnahs of Afhmood 
and Hanfood; .regular funnuds were to be 
i flued under the Paifhwa*s Sicca for the abfo- 
luto. free grant of all thefe places; befides, 

He engaged to pay for the 4000 men 
with which he was to be affifted, ■ two lacks 
and a half of roupies a month. No- Eu- 
ropean fettlements Were to be allowed in the 

Mahratta 
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Mahratta dominions, without the confent of 
the Company or their reprefentatives. And 
it was agreed that if any article of this treaty 
interfered with any engagements which might 
have been taken by the Supreme Council, it 
Ihould be liable to be altered or amended. 

This was fettled on the 18 th of Novem j 
her, with one condition more, in regard to 
the cuftody of the perfon of the child during 
his infancy; as he dreaded that if Morabah 
had that cuftody it would in effect give him 
the , power of government, and thereby the 
fceue of troubles would be renewed* it was 
ftipulated the care of his perfon fhould be 
'committed to Perwetty Boy, and if fhe fhould 
refiife to accept, or after acceptance chufe to 
refign it, he Ihould be difpofed of in the man- 
ner moft conducive to his fafety, and the 
honour of the contracting parties* On the 
iyth of November he affixed ,his feal to this 
treaty* The council advanced him another 
lack of rOupies, fo that he received in the 
whole four lacks* 

On receiving intelligence that the mitti- 
fbrs at Poonah were making preparations to 
e^ppofe the intended march, it Vvas refolved 

to 
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to expedite it; and Colonel Egerton affuring 
that every thing was ready, the troops were 
ordered to march out of the ifland the 2 2d 
of November. In the mean time all com- 
munication with the continent was flopped, 
and orders were fent to Mr. Lewis to provide 
for his own fafety. 

Captain Stewart was with the firfl divi- 
fion to proceed by the way of Apta and fe- 
cure Bore Gaut, and Colonel Egerton him- 
felf was with the other divifion, which had 
proceeded under the command of Colonel 
Cay, to feize Billapore. 

On the 25 th of November Captain Stewart 
had, without having met any opposition, 
taken pofleffion of the Gaut, and the fort of 
Canddli, where Mr. Lewis reached him in 
fafety; and'Coloriel Egerton on the 26th en- 
camped at ’Panwell with the remainder of 
the aftny. 

'By the inflruftions given to the committee , 
on their proceeding to join the army, the 
line was drawn between their functions and 
.thofe of the commander, giving them the 
foie tnanagentent of all matters aL negotia- 
tion, 
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tion, the execution of the general plan of 
the expedition, and the determination pf all 
points relative thereto ; but they were prohi- 
bited from intermeddling in the detail of the 
duty of the army, the mode of march or en- 
campment, or of carrying any military mea- 
fure into execution. 

On the 1 5 th of December the whole army 
with the committee had reached Campoly* 
where intelligence was received that a body 
of minifterial forces, being 10,000 horfe, 
with fifteen pieces of cannon, and a large 
number of Boudays, encamped at Worgaum, 
three cofs on this fide Tullingaum, to ob- 
ftruft the march when the Englifh. Ihould 
make their appearance above the Gauts, that 
5000 horfe were to proceed down the Cur- 
lora Gaut to cut off the communication with 
Panwell, and that Nanah, Saccaram, Sin- 
dia, and Furkia were encamped near Poonah 
with 5006 more. Their refolution was, by 
hovering about the army, without coming 
to a clofe engagement, to diftrefs and wear 
them out* * Ragobah was- encamped near the, 
Englifh, and it was not doubted but a number 
of chiefs would foon appear with a force; fuffi* 1 
pient to remove all thofe threatened obftacles.’ 

'Though 
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Though it was now the 23d of Decem- 
ber, the army had not proceeded further than 
Campoli. This immenfe delay was occa- 
fioned by the making of roads for the can- 
non ; Mr. Carnac remonftrated againft it, 
and propofed that they Ihould be carried up 
by hand, which he argued was poffible, as 
fume artillery had already been palled that 
way. The commander treated this as chi- 
merical, and they continued there, attacked 
now and then by fome of the hovering 
troops, who, whenever they came near e- 
nough to be reached by the Englifh army, 
were repulfed : it happened very unfortu- 
nately that in thefe Ikirmilhes Colonel Cay 
was mortally wounded, and Captain Stewart 
killed. The lofs of thofe two excellent 
officers was of great confequence; at the 
lame time Mr. Moftyr^s illnefs, which had 
begun foon after he left Bombay, increafed to 
fuch a degree, that he was obliged to return 
thither, where he dyed the jft of Janu- 
ary : and Colonel Egerton found his Hate of 
health fo bad, that it difabled him from at- 
tending either civil or military functions; 
in confequence he religned the command of 
the army, in which Colonel Cockburn fuc- 
ceeded him. Major Dagon of the artillery 

M was 



was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. 

The Englifli force had now paffed the 
Gauts and reached Indorain. The reality of 
things proved far from anfwering the idea of 
fuccour they had flattered themlelves with 
at their fetting out. They had expefted 
that as foon as they Should have paffed the 
Gauts, Holcar and other chiefs of rank would 
have joined them with large bodies of horfe, 
by which, if they received no other fervice, 
provisions and forage from the country round 
would have been fecured : but no Such ap-» 
peared, nor any perfons but a few mercena- 
ries. Ragobah Saw he had , been deceived, 
and owned, that unlefs they whom he reck- 
oned on as friends were by the fpecdy defeat 
of his enemies affured of Safety, he could 
not reckon on their joining him. As the 
Englifli and he advanced towards Poonah, 
the difficulty of being Supplied from the 
Concan increased, frqm the greater advantage 
given by the' nature of the country to the 
flying-- parties, and the only hope left wag 
that when they fhould approach very neat 
to Poonah, Holcar might he enabled to ful- 
P hig promiles. Other accidents concurred 

tQ 
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to increafe the defection or coldnefs of Rago- 
bah’s partisans. Morabah confined in Ah' 
mednagur, had been informed that Ragobah, • 
inftead of taking proper meafures for his re- 
leafe, had written to the Killedar of that 
fort, not to loofe him, until he fhould fend 
his orders from Poonah. This was foon 
fpread, and whether true or falfe, had an 
effect fatal to his caufe. Indeed it was 
plainly feen by the committee that Rago- 
bahs aim was, by the Englifh arms to force 
his way through all oppofition, that fo every 
body might be at his mercy. 

The Bombay council, to facilitate fup- 
plies from the Concan, fent a detachment ot 
a company of Europeans, three of Sepoys, 
two field pieces and artillery men to clear the 
country between Panwell and Campoli ; at- 
the fame time they exhorted the new com* 
mander Colonel Cockburn, to lofe no time, 
but proceed with vigour in his march. 

, Colonel Egerton, after his refignation, had 
let ofit to return to Bombay ; but the -road? 
were lo occupied by the roving parties of the 
Mahrattas, th&t finding it impoffible to reach 
famvell, h^ returned to the army, where he' 

% refumed' 
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relumed his place in the committee, but not 
in the command of the troops. The com- 
mittee therefore now confifted of Mr. Carnac 
and him only. After a march of fifteen 
days, daring which they were continually 
harraffed by numerous parties of horfe, who, 
whenever they encamped came fo near as 
to cannonade, but when attacked inftantly 
retreated, the army reached Tullangaum, 
which was but eighteen miles from Poonah ; 
the whole country was laid wafte, and every 
thing that could not be carried of deftroyed 
by fire. Tullangaum at their arrival was in 
flames; the fame fate impended for Chinfura, 
and even Poonah. After a halt of two days 
sit this place, where the enemy h^rrafled them 
in their wonted manner, the committee upon 
enquiry found there muft fpeedily be a want 
of provifions, and the particular cirqumftances 
of their fituation being confidered by them, 
they determined that it was not poffible fop 
the army to proceed, but that they muft re- 
treat towards Bombay, 

Upon this determination,' Mr* Carnac fen t 
for Colonel Cockbnrn, and informed him of 
it. The colonel remonftrated againft it, ajr 
fcdging that the Englifti troops ufed not 

tQ 
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to retreat but advance again ft the enemy, 
would be difcouraged by fuch a meafure, 
which as it damped their fpirit, muft in pro- 
portion raife that of the Mahratta troops, 
who would not fail to attack them during the 
march ; that if the Englhh by ill fortune ffiould 
be at laft forced to treat, they would infift on 
very hard terms ; whereas if a treaty was to 
be made, it were more advantageous to en- 
deavour at it ii\ the prefent fituation when 
they were within eighteen miles of Poonah ; 
that if permitted to continue the march, he 
had no doubt of carrying the army there. 
But the retreat was refolved, and the order 
given. To have the advailce of the enemy, 
the match was to begin at eleven o’clock 
that night ; it was traade in three divifions ; 
the troops, which as .they marched forward 
were the advanced guard, now became the 
rear} they were commanded by Captain- 
Hartley* The main body was incumbered 
by a great quantity of baggage, 1 200 pack 
bullocks, 300 carts, a buzar, ah artillery 
pirk, and 1000 coblies * w.ith officer’s bag- 
gage* The enemy furrounding on all fides, 
amounted to- more than 1 00,000, theEnglifli 
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army originally not quite 4000, were fome^ 
what diminilhed. Colonel Cockburn thought 
it proper to acquaint Ragobah with his de- 
jfign ; by this the enemy were apprized of 
it, and about two in the morning the advan- 
ced guard was attacked; they had proceeded to 
a confiderable diftance from the main body, 
which had been retarded by dragging the 
baggage through very bad roads, this the 
enemy took a great part of. The attack was 
continued with vigour, but notwithftand- 
ing their reiterated charges, the advanced 
guard about daylight reached Worgaum, 
having laved raoft of their provifion and am- 
munition. About four in the morning the 
main body was attacked on the rear and both 
flanks ; the halt this occafioned gave the ene- 
'my the opportunity of bringing up cannon; 
the army then formed, and the attack became 
general about fix. The weight of it fell on the 
rear guard, commanded by Captain Hartley ; 
the conduct and courage of this gallant officer 
was anfwered by the bravery of his men. 
From the lituation of this corps, and the dif- 
tance of it from the main body, no fuppoirt 
was given them till about twelve o’clock 
during thefe fix hours he fuftained repeated 
charges, without being dice broken. A 

final! 
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finall part of the European battalion was 
then lent under Major Frederick, who had 
orders in every thing to ad by the diredion 
of Captain Hartley. The major chofe when 
he had joined the rear, to ad in a private 
Capacity, as a volunteer. Soon after this 
reinforcement had arrived, the order came for 
the whole to retire* and about four in the 
afternoon all the army had efFeded their re- 
treat, and got to Worgaum, having loft fix- 
ty-three artillery, lixty-two Englilh, and 
two hundred and thirty-feven Sepoys. 

During the halt at Tuliangaum, Ragobah 
had for himlelf opened a negotiation with 
Sindia, and declared his intention of putting 
himfelf under his protedion : he was received 
by him, and was at this time adually in his 
camp, where he was treated with refped. 

The next day, the 1 5th, the coni mit tee 
had another consultation on the difmal fitua- 
tion of their affairs, and Colonel Cockbum 
* being alked his opinion* notwithftanding the 
bravery flxewn the preceding day, gave it up> 
der his hand that the troops would not ftand 
fuch another attack; that from the .number 
M 4 of 
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ber of the enemy and their reiterated attacks, 
they fhould, through their many halts, be 
twenty days before they could i*each Pan well, 
and mult be totally deftroyed ; and he declared 
he could not charge himfelf with conducing 
the army to Bombay ; in this opinion Colonel 
Egerton (though he did not fet his hand to 
it) concurred. Upon this it was determined 
to try whether they could not, by treating 
with the Mahratta chiefs, extricate themfelves 
from the dreadful freights to which they 
were reduced. As Nanah the mittifter, in 
whom the power oftenfibly refided, was then 
in the Mahratta camp, it was "thought proper 
to lend Mr. Farmer to him, to negotiate for 
an undifturbed retreat of the army to Bom- 
bay. He at firft was tolerably well received,, 
and nothing more demanded than that the 
perfon of Ragobah fhould be delivered' up s 
but when that was found not poffible even 
though the Englifh chiefs fhould yield to fo 
humiliating a condition, Nanah’ s behaviour 
altered, he role in his demands, and infilled 
that the Englilh fhould fur render all the 
acquifitions they had made fince the time of 
Mahderow ; that the detachment under Co- 
lonel Goddard fhould be ordered to retreat tq, 
Bengal, and intimated that the Englilh army 

mull 
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mull be detained where they then were, till 
the lands to be ceded by this treaty were de- 
livered into the pofieffion of the Poonah 
Durbar. To this fevere requifition he added 
infult; for Mr. Farmer was left in the open 
Buzar without any covering but his palan- 
queen, or any place in which he could write 
his meffages. Thefe mortifying terms being 
come to the Englilh camp, another confuta- 
tion was held ; Mr. Carnac declared that at all 
hazards he fhould prefer continuing their 
retreat rather than fubmit to fuch difgraceful 
conditions; but as the military officers had 
given their opinions that it was impoffible to 
effeft it, he would not take upon himlelf 
to decide on his fingly. In this emergency 
it occured to them, that Sindia having in 
fome mealure fhewn himfelf favorable to the 
caufe of Ragobah by his reception of him, 
might on this occalion be ferviceable to them# 
To try this, Mr. Holmes was fent to him. 
On his way he was met by fome of Nan ah’s 
troops, who, as they feared that this mei- 
fage might prove to' the advantage of the 
fenders, and the diminution of their mailer’s 
credit, endeavoured to prevent his aceels to 
Sindia, firft by requiring him to go to Na- 
nah, and then detaining him till a party of 

Sindia’s 
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Sindia’s troops came and difperfed them* and 
Carried him into their matter’s prefence ; there 
he was received with humanity and kindnefs. 
Sindia feemed flattered with this acknowledg- 
ment of his conference ; and upon Mr.- 
Holmes, in his return of thanks for his ci- 
vility, comparing his behaviour to Nanal/s 
in regard to Mr. Farmer, he immediately 
fent for him, and delired that both he and 
Mr. Holmes would look on themfelves as his 
guefts. They then begun to treat with him 
on the fubjed of their million, in the firlf 
place {hewing a writing figned by the com- 
mittee, wherein they declared they had not 
power to grant fuch terms as the Durbar in 
the perfonof Nanah had prelcribed : that fuch 
A treaty would be a nullity, and that Ihould 
they be compelled to lign fuch a conven- 
tion, the minitters would be deceived if they 
trufted to it. This declaration was alfo pre- 
fented to Nanah, who would hear of no di- 
minution of what he had required ; he even 
fent a meflage to Sindia deliring that he would 
not recede from that point of retaining the 
army, but moreover require particularly the, 
furrender of the cattle, of Surat and Fort Vic**, 
toria, and the payment of the expence&.'hl' 
the war, before they Ihould ba releafed $>$nd 

af 
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&t the fame time he fent orders to Furkia 
to take the proper meafures for preventing 
their efcape. Mr. Holmes promiied Sindia, 
that if he would befriend the Englifh in this 
matter, the council of Bombay would cede 
to him Broach and its Pergunnah which 
had been conquered by them from the Nabob 
of Surat. Sindia did effectually endeavour to 
leffen the hardfhip of the terms impofed, but 
prevailed only in regard to the releafe of the 
army. He prevented the orders given to 
Furkia from being executed, but left he 
fhould difpleafe the other Mahratta chiefs re- 
quired that hoftages Ihould be given for the 
performance of the ftipulated ceffion. 

Hard as thefe conditions were, they feemed 
to the committee preferable to the lofs of the 
army, which they looked on as inevitable 
Ihould the Mahratta chiefs be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the defpondency of the leaders ; 
they feared that Sindia, apprehenfive of lofing 
his influence with thofe chiefs, who, fenfible 
Of the advantage this occafion had given him 
muff ^wonder at his negleCt of it, might 
through that and the reiterated inftances 
of Nanah, be prevailed on to come into 
and fecond his vigorous conditions^ ’perhaps, 

1 1 i ' m 
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if angered by refinance enhance them ; ami 
relying on the effect of the exprefs declaration 
fo folemnly given under their hands, that they 
had not power to accede to fuch terms, and 
that whatever they thus were compelled to 
do, would be a nullity, they consented to 
figil a convention, whereby all that had been 
acquired by the Bombay council fince thd 
time of Mahderow was to be furrendered, 
and orders to be fent to Colonel Goddard to 
Conduit his detachment back to Bengal : and 
Mr. Farmer and Lieutenant SteWdit were to 
remain as hoftages for the performance of 
thefe conditions. This done the army was 
permitted to retreat to Bombay, efcorted by 
a detachment of horfe : Ragobah remained 
tinder the protection of Sindia. Mr. Holmes 
thought it proper to be munificent in prefents 
to Sindia’s officers, but not having ready cafh 
made his prefent in bills and notes payable 
at Bombay, amounting to 41,000 roupies. 

The feelings of men now reduced td ba 
g&arded by thofe very troops they had been 
aecuftomed to behold flying before them, can' 
bte more eafily imagined than deferibed : by 
ihte time they reached Bombay, the joy cawfect 
by their fafety had given Way to indignation 

at 
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at the fhame and difgrace brought on thp 
Britifh arms. 

On the 29th of January the council met 
at Bombay, in which Colonel Egerton and 
Colonel Cockburn refumed their feats. The 
firft thing done was reading the diary of the 
unfortunate expedition; after which Mr. 
Hornby reprefented that the caufes of the 
failure of it might be matter of future confe- 
deration, that they fhould now proceed to 
determine what meafures were to be taken 
for th.ejr fafety, and retrieving their affairs, 
die arraigned the conduct of the leaders whilil: 
Jhe extolled the bravery of the army, and in-* 
h'fled that to keep up that gallant fpirit they 
ha'd fhewn, it was necefiary to diftinguifh 
thofe who had done them honour from thofe 
who had been wanting in their duty, whofe 
Example was pernicious : he mentioned feme 
inferior officers to be tried by courts martial. 
At the* fame time he impeached the conduct 
of Colonel Egerton and Colonel Cockburn, 
and offered it as his opinion, that until their ’ 
behaviour could be fully enquired into, they 
ihould decline a&ing in a military character 5 
bis charge, was particularly in regard to' t-he 
pjjhjion Colonel Cockburn figned, at Wor- 

gaum, 
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gaum, in which Colonel Egerton had con- 
curred, If they did not confent to what he 
propofed, he ffiould move for their fufpen- 
fion. Colonel Egerton at firffc infilled on 
keeping his place both in the army and the 
council till a formal charge was delivered 
againll him, but upon further confideration 
he, as well as Colonel Cockburn, acquiefced, 
and they declined afting in their military 
capacity until the opinion of the Supreme 
council fhould be known, 

It is not Surprizing that after fo disagree- 
able an event the actors Ihould endeavour 
each to throw the blame from himfelf. The 
compafs of this work will not permit de- 
scending to many particulars of this alterca- 
tion, which appears at length in Ihe minytes 
of the Bombay council. 

, Mr, Carnac blamed the llownefs with 
which the. army proceeded from Pan well, and 
to that attributed the greatnefs of that force 
to which they were obliged to yield ; and as 
to the retreat, he affirmed that there was no, 
poffibility of, acting otherwife as things w$ra 
then circumftanced ; he blamed the dbfa&tty* 
of the divifiops whereby they were unable 

Support; 
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fupport each other, and the not having or- 
dered the fecond diviiion to fupport the rear 
when attacked, which he affirmed might have 
been eafily done; and as to the determination. 
atWorgaum, he faid that his own private 
opinion was againfl it ; but that although, by 
his calling vote in the committee, he might 
have prevented it, he did not think his au- 
thority extended fo far as to give orders for 
the march at all events ; and though it had, 
it would have been imprudent to give it to 
officers who had expreffed fuch an opinion 
of the troops they were to lead. That there 
was no alternative, no way left, but to ob- 
tain the beft terms poffible for the unmolefted 
return pf the army to Bombay. 

Colonel Egerton juftified the delay attri- 
buted to him by Mr. Carnac, from the im- 
poffibility of dragging the artillery through 
roads irppaffable till mended by the labourers ; 
from the time neceffarily confumed in getting 
provifions : and he pofitively denied that he 
had refufed condu&ing the army from Wot- 
gautij to Bombay, or having concurred in 
Colonel Cockbum’s written opinion, which 
he did not remember fo , much , as to have 
till it was produced at that boiard. 

Colonel 
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Colonel Cockburn laid all the mifcarriage 
on the firft error in ordering the retreat. He 
fet forth in his justification the remonftrance 
he had made againft it ; his undertaking, if 
the army marched forward, to conduct it to 
Poonah ; that the diftance of the divilions 
was occafioned by the quantity of baggage, 
and the badnefs of the ground through which 
they were to march, whereby the firft divi- 
sion, unencumbered, was enabled to advance 
more quickly than the others; that as foon as 
jpoflible he had fent relief to Captain Hart- 
ley. He owned the opinion he had figned, 
and faid, that it was founded on the infor- 
mation he had received from fepoy officers 
that their men and, black officers were likely 
to defert in the night, which was confirmed 
by meftages received from Ragobah and Mr. 
Sibbald ; that fome defection did actually hap- 
pen ; that fuch another attack would have 
exhausted the ammunition ; that the great dif- 
. ficulty of carrying three hundred fick men 
would haye increafed their erabarraffiments ; 
that the army, already diminished in num- 
bers, having fo many attacks to fuftain, muft 
have totally perifhed ere they could have 
reached Pan well : thefe were the groundsel 
his opinion, notwithstanding which he would, 

to 
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to the beft of his ability, had Mr. Carnac, 
by his carting vote ordered the retreat to be 
Continued, have led the army; that by fay- 
ing he could not charge himfelf with the 
conduct of the army, he did not mean to re- 
fufe condu&ing it, if fuch an order had been 
given, but merely .to avoid refponfibility for 
the ill fuccefs which he forefaw ; that Colo- 
nel Dagon was of the fame opinion ; why 
was he therefore accufed as the caufe of a 
meafure which depended on others ? 


Captain Hartley was, for his fervice on the 
tfetreat, promoted to the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel ; this occafioned complaints and re- 
monftrances from the other officers; but 
thofe things are not of a nature to be dwelt 
on here 

* In the ietter to the fecret committee, the council of Beta 
bay enter very fully into the reafons for the advancement 
of Colonel Hartley, and mention not only his conduft on 
the retreat, which faved the whole army, but his fpirited 
advice when confulted at Worgaum, where he infilled* 
when defertion was mentioned, that he could depend on 
|he men he commanded, that he had effeftually prevented 
defertion from fpreading in his corps ; he urged every ar- 
gument for continuing the retreat rather than fubmit to 
difgraccful terms. He even formed a difpofmon, arid pre- 
fented it, to Colonel Cockburn for conducing it, add avoid* 
ing the inconveniencies of a night’ march, and the divifion 
of the troops. He hath fince ihewn himfeif worthy of his 
advancement* 

The 
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The return of the army to Bombay was 
immediately followed by the arrival of a Va- 
queel from the Poonah Durbar, and one fe- 
parately on the part of Sindia, demanding 
in form the poffeffion of the , feveral places 
ftipulated to be furrendered ; the anfwer given 
was, that Meff. Carnac and Egerton had no 
authority to conclude any treaty on behalf of 
the Company, that this had been declared to 
the leaders of the Mahrattas before the paper 
upon which they grounded their demand was 
fubfcribed, and that the Bombay council had 
no authority to take any fteps in confequence 
until they received the fentiments of the Su- 
preme Council, to whom they would dis- 
patch. a veffel, and wait their determination. 
Care was taken at the fame time to leave an 
opening for treating feparately with Sindia. 

On the 19th of February the Bombay 
council took into confederation the ftate of 
their affairs. The prefident Mr. Hornby 
laid before them a minute on that fubjedt, in 
which he entered into a full detail of all fadta 
and circumftances. He mentioned, in the 
fitft place, the attention they fhould have 
paid to Colonel Goddard’s army, and in- 
formed them that it had reached Brampqur 

th© 
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the 29th of January : he added, that there 
was no danger of a Mahratta army marching 
againfl: him, as they were too bufyat homes 
that they were already fending troops to the 
neighbourhood of Carange and Salcet, being 
refolved to obtain the ceffion of all promifed by 
the convention of Wargaum, which they had 
demanded the poflfeffion of by their Vaqueels. 
He reprefented that as it was to be ©xpe&ed, 
that Nanah would lofe no time in proceeding 
to enforce the ceffion he demanded, they 
ought to lofe no time in their preparations to 
refill: him. ' He then entered into a detail of 
what had pafled previous to that convention, 
lamenting the bad effects of dilcontinuing a 
march which would have been equal to a 
vi&ory : he mentioned all the particulars re- 
lating to Sindia’s behaviour when applied to 
by Mr. Holmes, as a proof of his inclination 
to be on good terms with the Englifh, not 
only on account of the promife made to him 
of Broach and the fhare of its Pergunnah, 
but from political future views, which he 
deduced from the feveral incidents at the 
time of the convention and foon after, and 
from the circumftances in which all* matters 
flood at that moment. He mentioned that 
Mr. Holmes during his refidenc© in’ Sindia’s 
N 2 cap, 
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camp, had obferved that all affairs of im- 
portance were determined by him though 
they were oftenfibly referred to Nanah, who 
in virtue of his office was to affix the feal to 
the orders, but this was never done till Sin- 
dia had examined and palled them : that 
Holcar, though treated outwardly with the 
refpedt and form due to the fir ft Subahdar of 
the empire, was totally at his difpofal : that 
Sindia had acquiefced in fending hoflages to 
Bombay in exchange for the Englifh who 
remained with him, and had taken that oc- 
cafion of fending a confidential perfon to the 
prefident : that Mr. Holmes, who was re- 
turned to Bombay was charged with the molt 
friendly aflurances from him : that Mr. Far- 
mer, who remained with him, was treated 
with kindnefs ; that he permitted no inter- 
courfe between him and Nanah ; that he had 
the command of Nanah’s and H dear’s force 
as well as his own. He then informed the 
council of what had palled between the Mah- 
ratta chiefs after the retreat of the Englifh, 
'and the difpofition of the feveral departments 
of' their, government ; which were, 

i. The infant Madherow Narrain was to 
he acknowledged Paifhwa. 


2. Sevagi 
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2 , Sevagi Badgerow (a foil of Ragobah, 
born to him fince the adoption of Am- 
rut Row, and) an infant of very tender 
years, to be Naib, and that the exercife 
of his office fliould be carried on in 
his name by Sindia and Holcar, 

3, That Ragobah fhould totally relinquifh 
all claim to government, and have a 
jaghire and refide at Jaffi ; that he fhould 
fignify in writing to all the powers in 
India, that he accepted and agreed ta 
this condition, 

4, That Nanah and Saccaram fhould a<ft 
as minifters, but derive their authority 
totally from Sindia and Holcar. Thefe 
feveral articles were, he faid, folemnly 
agreed to by all the chiefs. 

He then mentioned inflances of Sindia’s 
difpofition to a feparate alliance with the 
Englifh ; that he was more inclined to grant 
Mr. Moftyn’s requisitions than even Mora- 
bah ; that his averfion to a French alliance 
was known, having formerly made advances 
repeatedly, and in Mr. Moftyn’s abfence, 
ftnt Appagee Sapagou, the very perfon then 
N 3 iu, 
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in Bombay, to Mr. Lewis, who knowing 
that meafures were already taken with Ra- 
gobah could go no further, than to make 
general profeflions of friend (hip ; that Ap- 
pagee avoided all meeting with the agent lent 
by Nanah, and had in charge only the par- 
ticular interefts of Sindia: that he never 
mentioned the return of the Bengal detach-* 
ment; and what was very remarkable, though 
the order from Meff. Carnac and Egerton to 
Colonel Goddard for that purpofe had been 
delivered to him to be fent, they had no ac- 
count of its having been yet received *, 

From thefe feveral fa£ts he reafoned on 
the motives which caufed them ; that the 
the principal view of Sindia muft be to re- 
tain his power at Poonah ; that he had to 
dread the jealoufy of the other chiefs, lie- 
ccflarily fearing his power, and the ufe 
he, when fully eftablifhed, might make of it 
in crufhing them ; that the Nizam and Hyder 

* Meff. Carnac and Egerton wrote from Catnpoli the 
ipth of January 1779, that he was to pay no regard to 
their order of the 1 6th, bscaufe, upon recolleftion, they 
fonnd they were not authorized to give it. This he ie- 
ceived at Burbampore the 2d of February, and the order 
of the 1 6th of January he only received the 9th of February 
in his camp atChopwah upon the Gutnuddy, by a Vaqueel 
fcflppgjng to the infant Ptuihwa. 


were 
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were ready to fupport them againft him. The 
influence of the Bramins, through the afcen- 
dancy of their caft, and their great wealth, 
was another fource of uneafinefs to him : 
that however great his power whilft he was 
at or near Poonah with his troops, his ab- 
fence from thence would afford opportunities 
to thofe who felt the weight of it to fhake it 
off, which dangers made his prefence necef- 
fary ; whilft on the other hand his private 
concerns fuffered by his abfence from his 
own dominions : that the King had taken 
occafion from it to feize fome forts belonging 
to him ; that he feared both the Nizam’s and 
Hyder’s attempts of the fame kind ; that he 
had lome uneafinefs alfo in regard to Moda- 
gee Bouncelo, whofe interefts crofting his, 
muft be apprehenfive of his power ; that if 
Nanah, at liberty by this abfence to exercife 
his talents and influence, fhould regain the 
fuperiority,' he would, by the French al- 
liance be enabled to keep it. From the de- 
tail of all thefe confiderations he drew the 
following conclufions ; 

I. That the actual adminiftration of affairs 
in the Mahratta empire was at Sindia’s 
N'4 difpofal; 
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difpofal ; that Nanah was reduced to be 
no more than the tool of his power. 

2. That Siudia was not only inclined to the 
Englilh in preference to the French, but 
earneft for fome clofer connexion, and al- 
liance with the Englilh. 

3. That the accomplifhment of the terms of 
the convention, fo far as related to the Poo- 
nah fircar, was not' the object of his views, 
lince he had in fa£t given the Englilh the 
option whether to comply with them or not, 

4. That the performance even of the private 
article in his favour was not the firft object 
of his confideration ; but chiefly intended 
as a fund to pay from in any alliance. 

5. That independently of his views to an al- 
liance he had fome motives of policy, which' 
rendered him unwilling that the Englilh 
poffeffions and power on that coaft fhoulc^ 
be materially reduced. 

6. That it was for the intereft of the, 
Company, and neceflary to their purpofes, 
fit this fettlement, to find what Sindia’a 

" reaj 
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real intentions were, and to take meafures 
in concert with him for the exclufion 
of Nanah from all power. 

His reafons for his fuppofitions were, that 
all dominion but that of the fword was over- 
thrown at Poonah ; that Sindia being then 
in poffeffion of it, his great object mu ft have 
been to fecure it, and his intention either to 
remove the feat of his government to Poo- 
nah, or to eftablifh there fome power fub- 
ordinate to his. That the firft was dangerous, 
and would alarm all the chiefs who aimed to 
continue their independence, as his great 
power muft enable him to crufh them. The 
Nizam and Hyder would be ever ready to 
fppport them in the fouthern parts of the 
empire, where the Bramins have great weight 
from the circumftances of caft, riches, and 
influence. In Sindia’s own jaghire, the king 
taking advantage of his and Holcar’s abfence, 
was making fome progrefs againft them ; 
that Modagee looked to the Rajaihip ; that 
the king and he muft be confidered as dan- 
gerous enemies to Sindia. As to the fe- 
cond, the eftablifhment of a fubordinate 
.power that feemed more fuitable to his,cir- 
CUmftances and agreeable to his paft Con- 

dud, 
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dud. The difficulty lay in the means : his 
choice of Nanah to be Duan arofe from his 
hope of gaining credit by the moderation 
Ihewn in placing in that office a man of fuch 
abilities, and of the Bramin caft; but this 
choice was dangerous by the occafion his 
abfence and Holcar’s alfo (whofe affairs called 
him away) furnifhed Nanah to aflert his 
independence, and continue his connexions 
with St. Lubin ; that the arrival of the affift- 
ance from France would reftore his fuperio- 
jity, but the fupport of the Engiifli power 
on the coaft was a fecurity againft even his 
independence ; that the Bramins in general 
were inclined to the French ; that even Mo- 
rabah was fo ; that it was the mutual intereft 
of both Sindia and the Englifli to guard 
againft Nanah and their influence ; that the 
Council was bound in honour to acquit them* 
telves to him, his protection at Worgaum 
being a valuable conflderation ; that Rago- 
bah by his engagement with Sindia had re- 
lieved the Company from the care of his in- 
terefts ; and that all ftipulations tending to 
be hoflale to Berar were to be avoided. He 
therefore, in the firft place, propofed that 
the notes given by Mr. Holmes among Sin* 
dia’s oncers as Purbar charges, amount* 

ing 
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ing to 41,000 roupies, fhould be immedi* 
ately paid. 

In the mean time every thing was to b« 
prepared fo as to be in readinefs for fervice, 
that if Sindia fhould refufe their advances an. 
army might be fent into the field toward 
Surat or Broach, to aft in concert with the 
detachment ; that an alliance with the Gui- 
cawars fhould be attempted ; that fuch a 
connection was defirable from their command 
of the Guzerat, their averfion to the Poonah 
government, and their diftance from the cen- 
ter of the empire ; that the divifions which 
then reigned among them diminifhed their 
importance ; that the connexion Futty Sing 
had with Sindia Ihould incline them to him ; 
that an alliance with Sindia was in every re- 
fpeCt preferable to one with Modagee Boun- 
cello, as the claims he had upon the fuccef- 
fion to the Rajafhip tended to create embar- 
jraflments. 

"That as to Ragobah there could be no 
thought of purfuing the plan of his reftoration :• 
that pircumftances differed totally front what 
they were in the year 1 775, when fetviOe 
was tendered to him by Sindia, who now had 

the 
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the command of an army, the only title to 
the empire, that Ragobah was his penfioner, 
and merely a cloak to his ambition. Upon 
this representation it was refolved. 

That the convention at Worgaum was in«i 
valid ; and that as after the exprefs declaration 
to the Durbar, that the committee had not 
the power to accede to thofe terms, the pub- 
lic ftith could not be conlidered as pledged ; 
that the general anfwer already given to Na- 
nah was all then ueceflary* 

That Sindia, in confequence of his good 
offices, was entitled to every mark of regard, 
and, that it was neceflary to find fome equi- 
valent to the celfion of the Mogul {hare of 
the Broach Pergunnah ; 

That the notes given for 4 1 ,000 roupies. 
Durbar charges ffiould be forthwith paid ; 

• .That there was good gwmnd to hope Sin- 
dia is Well difpofed to imd willing to enter 
into, a connexion with the Company ; 

That the objedl in this connexion mult be. 


1. The 
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1. The total exclufion of the F rencH^pd 
of Nanah from any fhare in the'ges 
vernment at Poonah. 

2. To preferve for the Company the ter* 
ritory they then held. 

That it was abfolutely neceffary to lofe no 
time in endeavouring at this, and to avoid any 
engagement hoftile to the Raja of Berar ; that 
nothing fhould be finally fettled without the 
concurrence of the Governor and Supreme 
Council ; that in confequence of thefe refo* 
lutions the prefident fhould write to Sindia. 

Although the reflexions of Mr. Hornby 
were in general well founded, he was mil- 
taken in two points: the Durbar at Poonah 
were not inattentive to Colonel Goddard’s 
march ; they had actually detached 20,000 
of their beft horfe to furprize him, but his 
celerity in his progrefs from Brampour pre- 
vented their reaching him, they therefore 
returned without having committed any, a£t 
of hoftility. Nor was Sindia fo well inclined 
to the Englifh or naturally averfe to a French 
alliance - : though t he had granted pafTes for 
the march of the detachment,,! through his 

country, 
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country, and made no holfile oppofition, he' 
had thrown obftacles in their way, by or- 
dering the merchants to remove from Bram- 
pour, whereby it became difficult for Colonel 
Goddard to raife money on his bills. This 
manner of afting was conliftent with the 
policy that guides the princes of Indoflan ; 
whatever diflentions reign among them, they 
all unite in hatred of Europeans, and moft 
of the Englifh whom they fear this is their 
natural bent. Their feeming prefent intereft* 
or the views of their minifter, either for 
their mailers or their own private advantage, 
often predominates over that bias; by thole 
channels only they are acceffible. The pre- 
fident in confequence of the refolutions wrote 
to Sindia, but he did 1 not meet thole ad* 
vances in the manner hoped for. The de- 
mands of the ftipulated celfions were reite* 
rated, the delay occafioned by writing to the 
Supreme Council was complained of as an 
evafion; effects followed thefe meflages, a 
body.of their troops advanced to fort Vic- 
toria, and intelligence was received of pre* 
parations for the attack of ■ Salcet. Proper 
precautions taken prevented their effecting 
their purpofes. 


The 
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The happy arrival of Colonel Goddard 
with his detachment at Surat, on the 25th 
of February, changed the face of affairs. It 
is now time to revert to the proceedings of 
the Supreme Council and the march of that 
detachment ; but before we enter upon that 
fubjeCt, it may not be amifs to enquire into 
the caufe of the remarkable event juft re- 
lated : a gallant army, after a defence as glo- 
rious as a victory, reduced humbly to crave 
and fubmit to difgraceful terms, and retire# 
covered with fhame, to the place whence they 
had let out, pluming themfelves in full af- 
furance of returning crowned with fuccefs, 
and the honour of giving a ruler to the Mah-* 
ratta empire. The character of the prince 
whom they efpoufed, and the views of tbofe 
who efpoufed him, lead to it. The true way 
of judging mens characters is not to decide 
Upon the events of their lives, but upon their 
behaviour in confequence of thefe events* 
Thofe in the life of Ragobah are various, and 
fomeof them furprizing; from the begin- 
ing to end he hath been the fport of Fortune 
in all her inconftaney. The changes from 
ill to good feem to be the effeCt of the policy 
of the Mahratta chief!?, and thofe from pro- 
fperity to wretchednefs, the effeCfc of bfci- 

tancy, 
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tancy, and fudden impreffions of fear preci« 
pitate in their exertion. Naturally bold and 
brave he formed fchemes of greatnefs, and 
entered upon them with fpirit ; but looking 
to one object only, he faw not the obftacles 
that lay in his way, or the thorns that might 
render his paffage difficult, yet he was prone 
to fufpicion, which, when once admitted, to- 
tally abforbed every idea but that of the dan- 
ger it pointed out, and hurried him to decide 
merely on that idea, without examining whe- 
ther it was well founded or groundlefs. At 
the fame time as prone to truft thofe to 
whom he applied in fuch emergencies with- 
out knowing whether they were well or ill 
inclined to him i he had talents of generalfhip 
, which he exerted with fuccefs ; his errors in 
forming his defigns feem to have arifen from 
an over-weening impatience which prevented 
his examination of the probability that the 
promifes of his friends, and the warmth of 
his expectation, would be anfwered ; this 
ismade him venture rafhly, and urge with im- 
petuofity thofe on whom he could really de- 
pend, not conlidering that if by yielding to 
that rafhnefs their ftrength was broken, he 
loft his only fupport; that impetuofity made' 
him fuppofe his wifh completed when the 

firft 
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firft ftep towards it was feared y taken, and 
forget that he owed attentions to thofe who 
had already favoured or might in future fa- 
vour his caufe, and a& as if he was really 
feated in the fullncf. of power and no more 
wanted their affiflance, or feared their en- 
mity ; he faw not the true reafon of his fo 
readily meeting fupport in his ill fortune, 
that the princes who then efpoufed his caufe 
did it not from any perfuafion of the juftice 
of it, or any affeftion to his perfon, but 
merely from policy, their independence being 
preferved by the continuation of the diflen- 
tions which the Mahratta empire ; during 
which they could not be called to account 
for their tribute, as the fide they befriended 
would not, and that they oppofed, could not 
enforce payment of it : this fyftem accounts 
for the general run of the a£ts of the Mah- 
ratta chiefs. This it was which railed him 
armies in his former diftreffes, and influ- 
enced Sindia to receive him when the Englifh 
army retreated from Tullinghaum, and to 
foften the rigour of Nanah’s requifition at 
Worgaum ; he had no reafon to fear their 
profperity, and knew, by experience, that a 
complete fettlement of the empire, under the 
Duanfhip of Nana, and miniftry of the Bra- 
O mins. 
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mins, would extinguifh his influence, and 
that as foon as they found themfelves efta- 
blifhed in their ports, and rtrengthened in 
credit by an increafe of territory, they would 
demand and enforce the payment of the ar- 
rears of tribute : this ‘muft have been the flrffc 
thought that ftruck him on the application 
of Mr. Holmes, the fending his vaqueel to 
Bombay, with particular inftrudions on his 
feparate intereft, plainly proves it : he meant 
to have Ragobah under his protedion, or ra- 
ther in his cuftody, that he might upon 
occafion make a proper ufe of that circum- 
rtance. 

Unfortunately the impatience of Ragobah 
was communicated to the greateft part of the 
Bombay council ; like him, too eafily trad- 
ing to outward appearance, they imagined 
themfelves at Poonah from the moment the 
miniftry quarrelled ; the many tergiverfations 
and uncertainties which reigned in that Dur- 
bar did not open their eyes. Upon the firft 
profped of fuccefs attending Ragobah’s party, 
or rather thofe who ufed his name to com- 
pafs their ends in depriving their enemies of 
the power they aimed to aflume, they aban- 
doned themfelves to the flattering fcene of 

importance 
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importance and credit accruing to them 
from fettling and giving a chief to an em- 
pire, and feared nothing but the diminution 
of glory which they might fuffer from other 
perfons having a fhare in the enterprize. 
This muft have been the motive of their for- 
bidding the advance of the Bengal detach- 
ment by their firft orders, as well that of their 
hurry in planning and in executing the ac- 
companiment of Ragobah and reinftating 
him in the regency, although they knew that 
by the confinement of Morabah, Butchaba 
and their adherents, and the finall degree of 
power Holcar had, the principal force on 
which they had reckoned would be wanting. 

Their impatience exceeded that of Rago- 
bah ; to prevent delay by his objections to 
the treaty, they increased the fums advanced 
to him ; the march of the detachment and 
its daily progrefs was known to them, they 
might have calculated the distance which 
each day diminifhed, and by a fettled corre- 
Ipondence with Colonel Goddard, have carried 
on their plan fo that he might have co-ope- 
rated with them; with this precaution 
fuccefs was certain, but then the honour of 
that fuccefs muft have been attributed to his 
O 2 (kill 
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fki.ll in the execution, and the wifdom of the. 
Supreme council in fending that detachment 
to their alliftance : this was a meafure from 
the beginning difagreeable to them, they 
were angered by the firfi: interpofition of that 
council which produced the treaty of Po- 
lounder, and that refentment was kept up by 
the exercife of the fuperiority given by the 
aft of parliament ; this appears through their 
minutes of council, and thofe fentiments 
helped to ftrengthen the others *. 

The ill-timed order given by Ragobah 
for the continuation of Morabah’s confine- 
ment was another fatal flcp ; the aft itfelf 
might be called ingratitude to the man who 
firft ftirred in his favour, when he feemed 
forgotten and excluded for ever from all 

chance 


* In juftice to Mr. Draper, one of the members of the 
Bombay council, it mull not be omitted that he diflented 
not only from the fiift refolution to foibid the advance 
of the detachment, but alfo from that of the 12th of Octo- 
ber 1778, for conducing Ragobah toPoonah with an armed 
force; he grounded this diflention on, ift. Their depaiturc 
from the conditions preferibed by the fupremc council, 
lc That their plan fhould not interfere with any engage- 
“ ment formed with Modagee ; that by advice fiom Eu- 
“ rope, they fliould be allured that the force they fent 
“ could be fpared without danget, that their engagements 
“ with Ragobah oi Alorabah fliould not be hoftile to the 

“ Rajah 
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chance of a return to power ; and it (hewed 
a difpofitjpn of mind which made not only 
Morabah’s friends averfe to him, but (truck 
the other Indian chiefs as an indication of 
his defign to govern with the fame ftri&nefs 
he had before done, when his title in the 
minority of his nephews to the regency, and 
after the death of Naron to the Paifhwafhip 
was undifputed : this would have totally 
put an end to their fcheme of independence, 
the maintenance of which is the moft defi- 
rable thing for the inhabitants of the dif- 
tri&s refpe&ively bordering on the Mahratta 
dominions, and the particular intereft of the 
Englifh government in that region. The 
(situation of the countries of thefe princes 
(hews the probability of fuccefs in a (yftem 

Rajah of Berar.” — 2d. Morabah and Butchaba being 
Bill under reftraint. — 3d, The diftance of the detachment 
being yet too great. — 4th. There being a great deficiency 
in the European force from the eftablifhment ordered by 
the company, — he added, that although he was convinced 
of the neceffity of removing Nanah, and reinflating Rago- 
bah in the regency, it appealed to him that it might be 
efifc&ed .with moie propiiety and greater probability of 
fuccefs, ia about two months, as by that time they might 
hope the reftri&ions, with refpedl to the Berar negociation, 
might be removed, and the detachment might arrive at the 
deflinaticm ordered in July (in the neighbourhood of 
Poonah) and the company’s (hips and the iquadron might 
be with them. 

O 3 forme4 
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formed for that purpofe. Separate treaties 
with each would ftrengthen and enable them 
to refill the force of the Poonah Durbar, 
which they would not fail to do when 
they found themfelves fupported by Englilh 
arms. 

The proceedings of the council of Bom- 
bay have been related without the inter- 
ference of other matters, that by an uninter- 
rupted narration they might, appear clearly : 
it will be neceffary to refume thofe of the 
Supreme Council, and the adts in confe- 
quence, particularly the march of the detach- 
ment commanded by Colonel Leflie through 
the heart of Indoftan ; a meafure of high im- 
portance, the effedt of fchemes long revolved 
in the mind of its author, bold in its- con- 
ception, and continued with perfeverance 
from the conyidfcion of its utility : the events 
finally produced by it mull decide whether 
ralh and precipitate, or political and truly 
calculated for the good of the company, as 
well as for the fame attendant on fo high an 
enterprize. 

This meafure had not palled in council 
without great debate. From its novelty. 
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(the ufual manner of fending troops having 
been by fea) the general ignorance of the 
country to be paffed over, and of the relations 
and interefts of its princes and chiefs, the ap- 
parent danger from the heat of the climate, 
the delay which mu ft be occafioned by the 
rains, the inconvenience and difficulties which 
might arife from want of provifions aud af~ 
fiftance from the powers of the country or 
perhaps from their oppofition, it was looked 
on as impracticable ; but for the reafons above 
related the council determined it not only 
practicable but expedient. The neceffary pre- 
cautions were taken with the princes of the 
countries through which the detachment was 
to pafs by apprizing them of the defign of 
its march, and its pacific difpofitions to them, 
and requefting their affiflance in furnifhing 
provifions : particularly letters were written 
to the Paifhwa and his miniftry fully men- 
tioning thele matters, and Mr. Moftyn was 
inftruCted to affine them of the council’s re- 
folution to abide by the treaty of Porounder, 
to explain the neceffity of protecting the fet- 
tlement of Bombay from foreign invafion, 
and to defire they would give orders to their 
chiefs dependent on the Paifhwa not to mo: 
left the arrpy in their march, but to fupply 
O 4 them 
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them with what affiflance they might {land 
in need of. 

4t 

On the 23d of February i778,refolutions 
having pafled in council for the appoint- 
ment of Colonel Leflie to this command, or- 
ders were iffued in confequence for the troops 
to affemble on the weftern frontier of the 
province of Owde, either at Corah or in the 
neighbourhood of Culpee, as the command- 
ing officer might chufe. 

Each fepoy battalion confifted of fevcn 
hundred men, rank and file, one captain, ten 
fubalterns Europeans, with the ufual number 
of native officers ; and two pieces of artillery, 
fix pounders, were attached to each battalion. 

The regiment of cavahy confifted of five 
hundred natives, commanded by Captain 
Wray; the body of horfe from the province 
of Owde was compofed of natives of the pro- 
vince of Candahar, and was of the fame 
ftrength : this corps had been in the fervice 
of the late Sujah Dowlah Nabob of that 
province, and was continued by his fon. It 
was commanded by a very gallant officer, 
who was alfo a native of Candahar. 


The 
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The artillery confided of four light twelve 
pounders, and two howitzers, befides the two 
fix pounders abovermentioned attached to 
each battalion of fepoys : it was commanded 
by Major Baillie, one captain, and four fubal- 
terns, and a company of natives were appointed 
for the fervice of the whole. 

Lieutenant Colonel Fortman was field 
engineer, with an afiiftant, a quarter-mafter- 
general and deputy ; and all the other officers 
belonging to the ftaff, and perfons neceflary 
to be employed in the feveral departments of 
{lores and provifions were named and chofen 
by the commander ; to whom like wife un- 
limited authority was given to order fuch 
{lores, and in luch quantities, as he might 
deem ueceffary for that fervice. 

On the 1 2th of April, the firft divifion of 
the troops arrived at their rendezvous at Co- 
rah, where the whole were affembled on the 
25th, when Colonel Leflie joined. From 
the 5th of May to the 1 8th, the troops were 
filing off by detachments, with their baggage 
and {lores, to a pafs on the banks of the Jum- 
na, oppofite Culpee. . The diftance between 
Corah and Culpee is about forty miles ; that 

river 
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river forms the weftern boundary of the do- 
minions of the Nabob of Owde. 

The town and fort of Culpee, which ftand 
on the other fide of the river, are the eaftern 
boundary, of a fmall diftridt, bordering on 
the Bettwah Nullah*', on the other fide of 
which lies the Boondelchund country, begin- 
ing at Jallapoor. This diftrict was poffefled 
by Gungadur Punt, the commander of the 
Mahrgtta force in that part of Indoftan : he 
had received orders from Nanab to ufe all his 
endeavours to prevent the progrefs of the 
Englifo march. He had with him his bro- 
ther Balja gee, whofe dominions werefuither to 
the weft, and through which the route of the 
detachment lay. This man had great power 
and influence oyer his brother, and through 
the whole country, his cunning was great, 
and he laid the fcheme of obftrudling us by 
every way preferably to arms, and to have 
recourfe to thole when his deception failed of 
fuccels : in confequence vaquccls were feat 
from both thefe chiefs to Colonel Leflie with 
afturances of their mafters confent and con- 
currence 

* Nullah -is a cut frojn a rivtr by which grounds are 
watered. 
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currence to the march of the detachment, 
with the promife of a plentiful fupply of 
provifions through their country, and Balla- 
gee advifed him to go to the Nebuddah by 
the way of Mow, and offered himfelf to be 
his conductor. Colonel Leflie not yield- 
ing to thefe fpecious appearances, deter- 
mined to proceed warily, for their vaqueels 
were not irnpowered to conclude any treaty, 
or even to treat, therefore every thing was 
vague and fufpicious. The governor of the 
fort of Culpee by his behaviour (hewed how 
neceifary caution was, and how little declarati- 
ons were to be relied on. Application had been 
made to him for the aid of his boats in paff- 
jng the river ; this he not only refufed, but 
as the workmen were employed in repairing 
thofe^ which had been colledted, a party de- 
tached frorp. the fort began to fire on them ; 
this was returned by the covering party, which 
with a few rounds from two pieces of artil- 
lery, obliged them to retire. 

Colonel Leflie fending for the vaqueels, 
who were (till in pamp, reprefented to them 
the treachery of fuch conduct, and at the 
fame time informed them' of his intentions 
|o profs the river next day ; the vaqueels 

made 



220 AN ACCOUNT 

made excufes, begged for another day’s delay, 
and propofed that he fhould crofs two and 
thirty miles higher up the river ; Colonel 
Leflie rejected this propofal, adding his 
renfons, with which they feemed perfe&ly 
fatisfied, and defired leave to go and inform 
their matters, promising to return in the 
evening with an anfwer, which not being 
performed, gave caufe to fufpect that fome 
oppofition would be made to the paffage of 
the riyer. 

The next morning, the 1 9th of May, at 
dawn of day, three battalions of fepoys 
the firft, fourth, and feventh, with their 
artillery arrived at the pafs. The firft 
divifion crofled the river, and immediately 
formed ; Colonel Goddard who commanded, 
feeing fome troops aflembling in his front, 
lent a meffage to their chief, defiring to pafs 
nnmolefted ; the anfwer was, that they ftiould 
come on : yet fome fmall bodies qf cavalry 
began to fire at a diftance on thofe troops 
that were crofting and forming. This was 
endured, until fome were wounded ; batteries 
which had been placed to cover the landing 
of the troops were then opened, which very 
foon difperied the enemy. That part of the 

troops 
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troops which had now pafled were ordered 
to advance towards the village of Culpee, 
which was about a mile diflant, and Major 
Fullerton, with the grenadiers, to prevent 
any furprize, was directed to make a move- 
ment to the left, but rather on their rear, 
both parties directing their march towards 
the village, where they were to unite. From 
the place whence the grenadiers had made 
their movement, the ground they had to pals 
through was broken and uneven, with high 
banks and ravins, and the road fo intricate, 
that, after marching fome time, they found 
themfelves at a greater diftance from the vil- 
lage than when they find moved ; they were 
then very brifkly attacked by a body of about 
twelve hundred Mahratta horfe. The men 
behaved with great fpirit and coolnefs, in 
particular the grenadiers of the fourth batta- 
lion. They began however' to be prefled 
when the other part of that battalion with its 
artillery, fupported by the feventh, came from 
the village to their afliftance, and foon deci- 
ded the conteft. The enemy retreated with 
the greateft precipitation to a fort about fix 
miles difiant, where they had fent their ef- 
fects, and the troops were too much fatigued 
to purfue. A few grenadier fepoys were 

wounded ; 
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wounded ; the lofs of the enemy was much 
more confiderable, and quiet pofleffion was 
taken of the fort and village of Culpee, which 
they had evacuated. 

This firft a£t of hoftility was followed by 
another vaqueel from the two chiefs, dis- 
avowing all knowledge of what had paffed, 
promifing to punifh the offenders, and Soli- 
citing friendfhip. Colonel Leflie defirous of 
adhering to the Spirit 6 f his inftrudtions, ac- 
cepted their excufes, propofed terms of agree- 
ment, and while thefe were adjufting, the re- 
mainder of the detachment, with the artil- 
lery, baggage, and ftores, crofled the river. 
The terms of the agreement were, that the 
troops fhould have an unmolefled paflage, 
that they fhould be Supplied with provifions 
and neceflaries at a proper price, and that the 
fort of Culpee fhould be kept by an Englifh 
guard, as a Security for the performance of 
of the agreement. The pofTefiion of it to be 
returned when the detachment had reached 
Chatterpore. 

At this juncture a letter was received from 
the prefident and council of Bombay, with 
directions for the detachment to halt until 

further 
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further orders, without mentioning any rea- 
fon for fo unexpected a meafure : advices of 
this, with an account of the agreement, fol- 
lowed thofe of the Ikirmilh which had been 
communicated by Colonel Leflie to the Su- 
preme Council. He informed them at the 
fame time, that as the ground about Culpee 
would not admit of an encampment, without 
great inconvenience, he would move about 
twenty miles further to the banks of the 
Betwah Nullah, a good fituation, on the fron- 
tiers of the Boondelchund country, where he, 
would wait their further directions. 

The Supreme Council had in the begin- 
ing of May received letters from Bombay and 
Poonah, relating the revolutions in that Dur- 
bar, when Morabah and the other chiefs had 
in all likelihood overturned Nanah and Sac- 
caram, and become the matters of that go- 
vernment, and afterwards had come to an 
agreement with them as before related. The 
Bombay council in their letters lamented that 
they fhould have fo little fhare in the refto- 
ration of Ragobah, and that it lhould appear 
it could be effected without their abidance. 
Thefe letters gave occafion to debates : a con- 
clufion was drawn from them, that the re- 

eftablilhment 
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eftablifhment of Ragobah was actually effect-' 
ed, which event mu ft totally defeat any 
fchemes the French might have formed, and 
put an end to the negotiations of Nanahwith 
them, whereby the further progrefs of the 
detachment became unneceffary. It was there- 
fore propofed, that orders fhould be lent to 
Colonel Leflie to fufpend his march, or if he 
had proceeded in it, to return to Culpee. 
But upon confideration that it d.d not from 
thofe letters appear that the affairs of the 
company in that part of India were in fuch 
fecurity as not to require aid, but on the 
contrary that the connexions of the French 
with the Mahratta Durbar were yet fubfift- 
iug, St. Lubin ftill redding at Poonah, and 
the veffel which brought him into that coun- 
try, and had been freighted for China ac- 
companying General Belcombe inftead of pur- 
suing that voyage, being a ftrong proof that 
he had entered into the defign, and probably 
had gone himfelf to condudt or forward the 
negotiation; nor did the i evolution appear 
certain, and if it was completed without 
the aid of the Bombay council, the fettle- 
ment could not be permanent ; Ragobah 
could never truft his perfon to his 
new partifans, formerly his enemies and 

betrayers ; 
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.betrayers ; nor could he reft fatisfied by the 
compromife made with Nanah who by his 
connexion with Hurry Furkia, the comman- 
der of the forces, muft have an irreliftible 
fway, he therefore would truft no friend but 
the Bombay council, who had ever been 
zealous in his caufe; nor would he venture 
to Poonah without the afliftance of a'n Englifh 
military force* which to obtain, he muft 
grant their conditions; It was proper that 
they fhould have it in their power to aft: lb 
eonfpicuous a part and to keep up to it. 
The reinforcement would give that power, 
and the very idea of it might already have 
had fome effeft in the tranfaftions at Poonah ; 
in fuch a criiis, to recall the detachment 
would alarm friends and encourage enemies : 
upon the whole, if the fervice of it Ihould not 
be wanted, nothing would have been loft by 
its not having marched, and it might be ea* 
lily recalled ; but if once withdrawn, and 
its aid afterwards Ihould be required, it would 
be too late to afford it. The expeftation of 
Indoftan demanded the profecution of this 
mealure. On thefe confiderations it was de- 
termined the detachment Ihould proceed. 


P 


Colonel 
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Colonel Leflie’s letter of the 20th of May, 
giving an account of his paffage, and the 
lkirmifhes he had fuftained, occafioned frelh 
debates in the council. From the opposition 
of the two chiefs at Culpee it was concluded 
that the whole march would be thus inter- 
rupted, and that, in prudence, the army 
Ihould proceed no further, at leaft till the 
rains were over, as its fafety (on which that 
of Bengal depended) was hazarded by fuch a 
march from one fide of India to the other in 
fo unfavourable a feafon, and in the face of 
an enemy determined to oppofe it, who, with- 
out ever coming to an engagement, might 
difirefs, harrafs, and ruin them. It was on 
the other hand confidered that the diftridts 
which depended on the chiefs who had com- 
mitted hoftilities, extended but a fhort dis- 
tance from Culpee, that one week would 
bring them to Boondelchund, whofe chief 
was not lubjedt to the Mahratta empire; 
the route thence was through Bapaul, whofe 
chief, a Patan, though he paid the Chout, 
owned no dependance on Poonah ; that the 
reft of the way lay through the dominions of 
Modagee, whofe power was great, and friend- 
(hip certain. As to rains, experience had 
fhewn that the weather being cooled by 

them 
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them is more favourable, and befides during 
that feafon they would be lefs expofed to at- 
tacks of cavalry. It was determined to 
write to Colonel Leflie, approving his con* 
duit, warning him to beware of treachery, 
and not to be induced by any fair appear- 
ance to relax in the conduit he had propofed 
towards the chiefs of the countries he was to 
pafs through ; and dire&ing that he Ihould 
give notice to Mr. Moftyn, the refident at 
Podnah, of his proceedings, and all fuch oc- 
curences as might require explanation to 
that Durbar, or the interpolation of their 
authority to prevent future interruptions to 
his march. At the fame time letters were 
written to the Pailhwa, giving a detail of 
what had happened at the paflage of Jumna, 
declaring a belief that thefe hoftilities were 
not committed by any authority from him 
or his miniflters, as they could not have 
arifen from thofe who were on terms of 
friendfhip with the Englifh 5 that the necef- 
fity of felf-defence had occafioned the fending 
the detachment, but the mold regular difci- 
pline and friendly conduit had been recom- 
mended to the commander ; and it was . re- 
queued that fuch injunitions might be blued 
to the officers of that government" as would 

P 2 ia 
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in future prevent effectually any thing of the 
like nature. Mr. Moflyn was apprized of 
thefe letters, and directed to a£t in confe- 
quence, and regularly to correfpond with 
Colonel Leflie. 

The advice of the order to flopping the 
march of the detachment, by the Bombay 
council, was about the fame time received 
from Colonel Leflie and that prefidency. The 
other part of their letter gave an account of 
the continuation of the uncertainty in the 
Poonah Durbar, and the imperfeCt flate of 
Ragobah’s affairs there ; that General Bel- 
combe had returned to Pondicherry ; that 
the fhip Sartine had landed military flores, 
which were for the fervice of Hyder Ally; 
and that the French were deterred from pro- 
ceeding to Choul by the appearance of the 
Englifh fquadron. Thefe advices were a- 
ground for a motion in the Supreme Coun- 
cil, that the detachment fliould be recalled to 
the Bengal fide of the Jumna, for to flay in 
an enemies country expofed the army to 
dangers productive of hoftilities, which might 
bring on a general war, and if they remained 
inBoondelchund, that country mufl be ruined. 
It was infilled that the principal reafon hi- 
therto 
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therto alledged for this meafure, which was 
the effeft of French negotiation with the 
Mahrattas was vanifhed ; for General Bel- 
combe having fent a Ihip with warlike ftores 
to Hyder Ally, who was actually at war 
with the Mahrattas, how could French in- 
trigue, if it ever had exifted, have any effect ? 
On the other hand it was argued, that being 
but thirty or forty kofs from the borders of 
Owde, the army was equally fafe and ready 
either for defence or attack ; and that upon 
confidering the whole context of that part of 
the Bombay letter which related to General 
Belcombe, it was evident that the French were 
deterred from proceeding to Choul, by the 
appearance of our fquadron. That Mr. Mof- 
tyn’s letter mentioned St. Lubin being ftill 
at Poonah, favoured with the fame counte- 
nance, notwithftanding Mr! Moftyn’s remon- 
ftrance. It was therefore plain that the lame 
caufe exifted, and there was the lame danger 
from its confequence. On thefe reafons Co- 
lonel Lellie’s intention of moving to the Bet- 
wah river for his encampment was approved, 
and he was prohibited from moving further 
until he Ihould receive orders to that efFed. 
The council directed the officer commanding 

P 3 at 
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at Culpee to retain the pofleffion of it until 
further orders. 

Terms of agreement having been finally 
adjufted between Colonel Leflie, and the two 
chiefs, orders were given for the march of 
the firft divifion, oanfifting of the fir ft, fourth, 
apd feventh battalions of l'epoys, who fct out 
at two o’clock in the morning, on the ad of 
June, from Culpee. For the fir ft five miles 
the march was much impeded by the narrow* 
nefs of the road, and the very uneven broken 
ground of the country, the face of which 
exhibited a moft fingular appearance, being 
thickly interfperfed with hillocks of conckar, 
in which neither fhrub, or blade of grafs was 
to be feen. In the language of the country 
conckar literally tranflated means cinder. The 
matter of which thefe hillocks were compoled, 
feemed rather of that kind which we term 
fcoria, fomething like what is thrown out of 
fprnaces in which iron ore is ftnelted ; the 
difficulties arifing from the nature of ground, 
were increafed by the extreme heat of the 
weather, ar^d a want of water. At feven 
in the morning they came to a well, which 
was unfortunately filled up; at nine, two 
villages a little way to the right and left on 
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the line of march, gave hopes of relief, but 
the quantity that could be got from thence 
was fo fmall, and the eagernefs of the troops 
lb great, that it proved of little benefit. At 
a quarter after eleven they at length reached 
the village of Murgong, where they found a 
fupply from feven or eight wells, which had 
not -been filled up. The diftance from Cul- 
pee to that place was not more than fixteen 
miles. It is to be feared that thefe difficul- 
ties proceeded from want of attention, and 
not having taken even common precautions 
to prevent them. Fortunately this error did 
not prove fo fatal as it was at firfi: feared ; 
only twenty fepoys, and about as many of 
the followers of the army, funk under the 
fatigue ; a number of European officers fick- 
ened, but all recovered, Captain Crawford 
excepted, who commanded the fourth batta- 
lion of fepoys, whofe lofs was great, and uni- 
vcrfally lamented. 

On the 5 th of June Colonel Leflie re- 
ceived letters from Bombay, countermanding 
the orders before given by them for the halt 
of the detachment, thefe were dated the 4th 
of May ; in' confequence he refumed his 
march after a few days reft. 

P 4 
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The notice of this countermand was an* 
nounced at Calcutta at the feme time that the 
relation of the march from Culpee was re- 
ceived from the army ; this had been pre- 
ceded by private letters, which reprefented 
the evils attending it, beyond the reality ; 
thefe gave a gloom to the appearance of 
things, which was heightened to defpondency 
by the news of the misfortune of the Britilh 
arms at Saratoga ; a propofal was made in 
council to recall the detachment, but it was 
not preffed, and the meafure continued. A 
caution was given to Colonel Leflie to avoid 
the route through Malva, where lay the 
country of Sindia, whole lincerity there was 
room to doubt of, and to proceed diredtly 
through Berar, unlefs Modagee Ihould refufe, 
which was molt unlikely ; on the contrary, 
there was reafon even to certainty to rely on 
a friendly reception from him, and bolides in 
in cale of a neceliity of recalling the detach- 
ment, they would, in that country be within 
the reach of orders. Soon after, upon the 
news of war commenced with France, orders 
were lent not to pafs beyond that province 
till further inftrudkions Ihould be received 
from the Supreme Council. 
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On the 8 th of June the firft divifion of 
the detachment marched to Jetalpoor, where 
the whole joined on the 1 5th. This is a 
well-built town, it is fituated on the fouth- 
weft bank of the Betwah Nullah, a pleaf- 
ing river, whofe water, perfectly clear, runs 
over a bed of gravel, the depth about two 
feet only, though the banks are remarkably 
high. It takes its rife from a lake called, 
Saugree, and after a Q<^urfe of about one 
hundred and fixty miles, empties itfelf into 
the Jumna, near Bibbipour; the country 
through which the army pafled, was open, 
and the roads good, but no trees were feen 
in it. On the 16 th, the whole army 
marched towards Chatterpoore, 

Notwithftanding the agreement entered 
into between Colonel Leflie and the two 
chiefs, before the march from Culpee, he 
had caufe to fufpect duplicity ; a backward- 
ncfs to fulfill the terms appeared in their 
whole condud, and fubfequent events fhewed 
that the offers made by Ballagee were meant 
to deceive. The principal Rajah of Boondel- 
chund was Amroud Sing, who was of the 
age of fifteen, and had upon the death of 
his father, about fix years before, been by 

* 1 
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the contrivance of the minifters of that prince 
advanced to the fucceffion which they wreft- 
ed from his elder brother Sunret Sing, as 
well as all the treafure. - This junto now 
governed that country, with them Ballagee 
had great intereft, and he exerted all hh in- 
fluence to the prejudice of the Englifh, re- 
prefenting them as attached to Sunret, and 
having a defigti to place him in the Raja- 
fhip. Sunret had not lain quiet ; he had 
a confiderable number of men in his fer- 
viee, and had made feveral efforts to recover 
his right, which to that time had been un- 
fuccefsful. 

On the 2 2d, the detachment had advanced 
to Rheat, twenty-four miles diftaqt from 
Jetalpoor. Though Colonel Leflie had not 
met with any obftrudtion, his fufpicion of 
the intentions of the Boondelchund chiefs 
obliged him to move with great caution, be- 
fldes which the iftenfeiiefs of the heat occa- 
floned feme flownefs. About the 20th of 
June, on the eaft fide of the Belah, the ther- 
mometer role to 102 degrees, and on the 
weft fide to 107 and a half : and from the 
middle of May it was not ever lower than 
$8 degrees, This made the nights very dif- 

greeable, 
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agreeable, as the ufual remedy of wetting 
the outfide of the tent could not at that time 
be ufed *. 

Colonel Leflie had now received letter? 
from Mr. Moftyn, who then was at .Poo- 
11 ah, inclofing paffports, and orders for af- 
fi fiance from Holcar and Sindia in his march 
through their refpe&ive territories ; but he 
had alfo received advices of a force being 
collected between Chatterpoore and Poonah 
on the banks of the river Cane, where they 
had taken poft under the command of their 
feveral chiefs Ballagee, Amroud Sing, and 
others, but with what intention was not 
known. 

The troops moved from Rheat on the 
24th, and the 27th reached Seerenagur, forty- 
four miles diflant, a well-built fort of flone, 
lituated on a commanding height. They 
made halt here £ill the ill: of July, when, 
they moved to Mulherra fix miles from 

* Thcfe heats are daring the reign of the land winds. 
A diminution of them is obtained by keeping the outfide 
of the tent continually wet. Liquors are cooled by, wrap, 
ping a wet napkin round the botde; and hanging it, in 
fhe wind : it is remarkable that when the cooling winds 
blpw this method hath not the fame elffedh 

Chatter? 
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Chatterpoore. Here a meffenger came from 
Amroud Sing with offers to fupply provi- 
fions, if the detachment would take the route 
he fhould diredt, which was towards the 
feme parts of the country as had been recom- 
mended by Ballagee, and he concluded by fay- 
ing, they mull not pafs through Chatterpoore. 
The troops halted one day, to give time for 
an anfwer to this mefTage, which confifted 
in repeated declarations of peaceable inten- 
tions, and of the attention that fhould be 
had to the fafety and protection of the inha- 
bitants, but that the troops could march by 
no other road than Chatterpoore. 

On the 3d the army marched to Chat- 
terpoore, and encamped fouthward of the 
town, between two hills, having that town 
in the rear, the town of Mow three cofs to 
the weft ward, and Rajah Gur about feven to 
the eaftward. The place was found aban- 
doned by all but very few inhabitants, fome 
of whom were merchants. Three heavy 
contributions had been laid, and partly col- 
lected from the people, for the purpofe of 
oppofing the march ; and that the Bngliflh 
fhould not procure any aid there, feveral of 
the ric|ieft merchants had been fent in irons 

to 



OF BOMBAY. 237 

to Rajah Gur, and all were ordered to quit 
the place on pain of the moft fevere military 1 
execution. 

This hoftiie appearance confirmed the in- 
telligence Colonel Leflie received of the dif- 
pofition of the troops in that diftridt under 
their feveral leaders; a party of 700 ca- 
valry, 2000 infantry, with nine pieces of 
artillery were polled at Mow, under the 
command of Hamet Cawn, who was joined 
by Gudd Sing with his force, and was with 
the utmoft diligence repairing and adding to 
the fortifications of that place ; on the road 
to Rajah Gur, about fix miles on this fide, 
they had an advanced guard, and had mad© 
a fence acrofs the road for their fecurity ; 
thefe were fupported by a party of a thou 1 - 
fand horfe, and as many foot, polled near 
the fort of Rajah Gur on the weft fide of it, 
under the command of three chiefs; be- 
tween Rajah Gur and the river Cane Balla- 
gee was ftationed with another body of ca- 
valry and infantry ; and on the other fide of 
the river, at the bottom of the hills opp'ofite 
to a pafs four miles from the river, and fix 
from Pennah, Rajah Amroud Sing had taken 
poft with 500 cavalry, 4000 infiintry, and 

twenty 
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twenty pieces of cannon ; orders had beeri 
lent to the villages round, forbidding the in- 
habitants to fupply the convoy with provi- 
lions on pain of death ; the few remaining 
merchants were ordered to fell off their ef- 
fects, and remit the money to the Rajah, 
and then to leave the town immediately. In 
this lituation, on the fourth of July, an- 
Iwers were received from Rallagee and Am- 
roud Sing ; that from Amroud plainly ap- 
peared ' dictated by the former, and meant 
oply to gain time and amufe till every thing 
was ready for an effectual opposition : as 'for 
his own it threw off the maik ; in a ftile of 
contempt and indifference, he wrote that the 
detachment might march what road it pleafed ; 
at the fame time he declared to his officers, 
that he had written fo, but that he would 
die on the fpot rather than fuller it to pafs 
by Sagur, which was the only road now 
left, unlefs they ietreated and took the route 
by Janfy, which would have favoured the 
defigns of the two Rajahs, and for that pur- 
pofe had been recommended by Amroud in 
the laft letter fent by him. 

At this juncture two Rajahs of Boondel- 
chundj Gomman Sing and Commaft Sing, 

fent 
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lent their Vaqueels to Colonel Leflie : they 
had formerly been difpoffdled of fome of their 
territory by the family, of Gudd Sing. Balla- 
gee had fummoned them to meet him, in 
confederation of which he promifed a reftora- 
tion of this territory, but being tardy in 
the execution of this promife, they with- 
held their aid, and now folicited alliance 
to gain the Englifh protection, offering 
plenty of grain which the villages around 
abounded with, and defired fafeguard : Rajah 
Sunret Sing brother of Amroud made the 
like offers of lupplying provifions, and with 
the fame requeft of fafeguards ; and this 
■ chief* s Yaqueel having prefled that his matter 
fhould join the Englifh army, Colonel Leflie, 
that he might bv that means not only have 
an incrcafe of affiftance, but to fecure Gom- 
man and Comman Sing who were very much 
attached to him, wrote to him defiring him 
to join, and fafeguards were lent to feveral 
villages belonging to thole Rajahs ; but they 
were immediately driven away by a party 
from the garrifon of Mow, who, not con- 
tented with this infult, drove off three hun- 
dred bullocks loaded with grain for the 
camp, fome of the baggage, camels, and 
wounded many of the fervantsa^d followers 

of 
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of the army. The Candaharian cavalry were 
immediately detached, and came up in time 
to refcue the greateft part of the plunder 
taken. 

It was now plain why Bsllagee had re- 
commended the march through Mow, and 
that the fcheme was laid to purfue every 
means of annoying the detachment, and that 
all the moderation hitherto {hewn was with- 
out fuccefs; notwxthftanding which, and 
thefe repeated ads of violence, to avoid the 
imputation of having begun hoftilities, Co- 
lonel Leflie determined to wait for an an- 
fwer to his laft repfefentations before he be- ' 
gun to ad.- But intelligence was now 
brought to him, that fome parties had got 
into his rear, on the road he had marched, 
with an intention of cutting off his commu- 
nication with Culpee. This was too foon 
verified, by advices received that Captain 
Monro, coming up with a fmall party to join 
the camp, had been attacked, and after mak- 
ing as gallant a refinance as poffible, had 
been grievoufly wounded, moft of his party 
killed, all his own, and fome baggage belong- 
ing to the army, plundered and taken. The 
Candaharian horfe, and four companies of 

fepoys, 
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fepoys, with a furgeon, were immediately 
detached in hopes .of being in time to fave 
him, but in vain. He had been left for 
dead in the field ; but a Bramin feeing Iqme 
remains of life in him, had given him re- 
fuge in. a little fort near the place of a&iort, 
where he remained for two days ; at the end 
of which fome of thefe barbarians returned, 
forced him from the Bramin, and in cold 
blood butchered him in an adjoining wood* 
His fervant, who had efcaped, brought this 
melancholy account of his mafter’s fete to 
this detachment which he met on the road, 
and which now returned to camp. . yVhile 
they related this eataftrophe, advice was 
brought that a party from Mow had driven 
off all the cattle for carriage belonging to the 
army that were grazing at feme diftance. 
The picquets of the line, and all the cavalry* 
Were lent ' in purfuit ; they loon came up 
with the plunderers, and recovered the cattle. 

Colonel Leflie, finding how unavailing 
all his reprefentations had proved for redrefe 
of outrages, determined to repel them by 
force, and to diflodge the party Under Ha- 
met Cawn from Mow* Colonel Goddard 
was appointed for thi3 fervice, with the fifth, 
O fixth, 
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fixth, and feventh battalion of fepoys, their 
artillery, and two twelve pounders. The 
regiment of cavalry under the command of 
Captain Afh marched in the rear, and the 
Candaharian horfe were divided in front and 
on the flanks, at half a mile’s diftance, to 
reconnoitre the country, and prevent the 
enemy from receiving any intelligence of the 
party’s approach. The road was found much 
broken up, and worfe than had been reported : 
this, with a heavy fall of rain, fomewhat 
retarded the march, infomuch that daylight 
appeared when the troops were yet a mile 
diftant from the place. 

Lieutenant Colonel Parker, who led the line, 
directed Lieutenant Lucas to take pofleffion 
of a mofque on the right, which was imme- 
diately executed, under the fire of the enemy. 
From this place they had a full view of 
the town, which flood upon very irregular 
ground afcending and defcending ; it was 
walled round and encompafled by a rampart 
and breafhwork 1 , in thefe there were breaches, 
and one particularly through which ran the 
road. The rampart was commanded by 
high ground behind, being within reach of 
mulketry : on thefe hills the enemy had 

polled 
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ported troops, and on a hill oppofite the 
breach, through which the road ran, there 
Was a piece of artillery. 

A large tank of water lay on the right of 
that breach, and extended along the fide of 
the road ; this, together with hills on the 
left, formed the pafs which led to the en- 
trance of the town : the difficulty of the ap- 
proach through this was increafed by hills in 
front. 

Colonel Goddard with the advanced guard 
marched up the road to attack the breach, 
which he entered under a heavy fire, and par- 5 - 
ticularly from the piece of artillery oppofite 
to it, which was very well ferved.' One of 
the tumbrils happening to ftick in the breach, 
lome of the troops perceiving another open- 
ing towards the left* which led to a hill 011 
that fide, filed oft', and gained the hill after 
lome rcfiftance ; the other part of the troops 
were obliged, by the tumbril fticking yet in 
the way, to get through the breach by the 
Indian file * : three companies of the feventh 
were ordered to attack the heights ; the re- 

* Man by man fingly. 

O 2 mainder 
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raainder of the troops, as they arrived, form- 
ing and fupporting them ; after much dif- 
ficulty from a (harp refinance, and the 
nature of the ground, which often obliged 
them to crawl on hands and feet, they fuc- 
ceeded, having driven off thofe who were 
polled there ; by this the accefs to the town 
was free. 

Before this could be effe&ed, Colonel 
Goddard had puflied on to fecond the attack, 
by forcing the pafs, where he fuflained a 
very heavy fire, and had his horfe Ihot under 
him in two places : however he forced his 
way through the town in purfuit of the fly- 
ing enemy ; he had not advanced five hundred 
yards, when another range of hills preiiented 
themfelves, on which the enemy appeared 
with fome cannon. They were loan dis- 
lodged and fled over the plain. The Can- 
daharian cavalry had unluckily loft their 
way and were not of any Service in the 
•purfuit, • Tyhich fell to the fhare of the re- 
giment of, cavalry, and .-would have been 
more efle&ual had the others come up. 
On the fide of the Englifh the lofs was in- 
confiderable, being - only about fix fepoys 
killed and nineteen wounded ; the enemy 

Suffered 
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fuffered very confiderably. Colonel Goddard 
took pofleffion of the place with nine pieces 
of cannon, with fome tumbrils, ftores, and 
ammunition : the troops behaved with great 
Spirit and relolution. This blow had the moil; 
fortunate effect. Ballagee, Amroud Sing, and 
the other chiefs called in all their parties, 
croffed the river Cane, and took poft with 
their whole force colle&ed on the other 
fide, nearly oppofite to Rajah Gur. By this 
retreat the country round Chatterpoore re- 
mained undifturbed, and the camp was plen- 
tifully fupplied with provifions*. Defer- 

* The return of the troops compofing the detachment, 
With their fervants and followers, fent by Colonel Leflie 
from Chatterpoore, 

Cavalry ill regiment 
Artillery 8 th cqmpany 
Infantry 6 battalions 
Head quarters and? 

brigade ftaff j 
Nabob cavalry 
With the field engineer 

Grand total 

The Bazars or markets, with their 'neceflary attendants 
for procuring the fupplies of provifions, are not included 
in this; they are ellimated at 12,000. 

As there hath been no want of provifion during the 
Whole march, the nature of the country may be judged of 
frotp this return, as well as that of an Indian army. 

Qs. 3 tfons 
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Servants and 
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lions, which happened about this time, made 
an example of feverity neceffary : the exe- 
cution of one fepoy only prevented the evil 
from increasing. Shortly after the fourth 
and fixth battalions of fepoys demanded in 
an irregular manner, an increafe of allow- 
ance, on account as they pretended of the 
high price of provifions : thofe who ap- 
peared moll forward were immediately con- 
fined ; the battalions were ordered under 
arms, and on the reprefentations of Colonel 
Goddard, who was fent to them, all appear- 
ance of difcontent ceafed ; and after making 
proper lubmiffion for the irregularity of their 
application, they remained perfectly fatifi- 
fied to wait the decifion of the Supreme 
Council, before whom their claims were to 
be laid. The anfwer from them was a pe- 
remptory fpirited refufal, which had all the 
efiedl that could be defired, as the demand 
was never after renewed. 

The army had now remained ina&ive 
and undifturbed fince the i oth of July ; 
during that period nothing material appears 
to have occurred ; the letters from Colonel 
Leflie to Calcutta contain only a de- 
tail of negotiations with Amroud Sing, be- 
gun, 
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gun, broken off, and renewed, and a men- 
tion of fome obftru&ions to his march, from 
the rains and the fwelling of the rivers and 
Nullahs thereby, without any other reafcn 
given for this delay. 

On the 1 2 th of Auguft, the Rajahs Gom- 
mon and Comman Sing, who had fo early 
offered their fervice, withdrew from the 
camp with their forces during the night, 
without having given any previous notice of 
their intentions. This fudden defection was 
foon found to be owing to the intrigues of 
Amroud Sing ; letters which the elder bro- 
ther Sunret Sing had intercepted and com- 
municated to Colonel Leflie difeovered this : 
he thereupon determined to march towards 
Rajah Gur, propoling there to crofs the ri- 
ver, and force Amroud Sing either to come to 
an engagement, or retire. Orders were given 
for the artillery taken at Mow to be deftroy- 
ed, and for the detachment left there to join 
the army, which was effected on the 1 4th- 

This long halt at Chatterpoore was unac- 
countable, Colonel Leflie had been repeatedly 
warned by the Supreme Council, againft tak- 
ing part in the quarrels which , the princes 
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or chiefs qf thofe countries through which 
he was to pafs might have in their families, 
and therefqre ought not to have been de- 
tained by any propofal made by Sunret Sing, 
or other chiefs to obtain his affifence againft 
Amroud Sing : yet this feems to have been 
the only object in his view during that pe- 
riod. The fuppofition moft favourable to 
him was, that after the unprovoked enmity 
ihewn by Amroud it might feem politic to 
encpurage the offer of friendfhip of a compe- 
titor, which jtep, by intimidating the Rajah, 
might change his rpeafures, and infure fup- 
plies of provifen. Jf his motive went fur- 
ther he was guilty of pofitive difobedience : 
in this uncertainty the Supreme Council fu- 
fpended their decifion upon this part of his 
conduct, fo little anfwering their expecta- 
tions. 

On the 15 th of Auguft the army began 
fheir march towards Rajah Gur, which they 
reached on the i yth, the di fence is about 
twenty miles from Chattferppore. Rajah 
Gur i? an antiept palace fufrounde'd with 
high walls, handfomely ornamented within 
and without, fituafed on the fide of an high 
hill, two miles from the river Cane, a large 

town 
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town fpreading itfelf on a plain to the fouth- 
eafl: of the hill. 

Colonel Leflie, with the quarter-mailer 
general, and the advanced guard, went to 
view the ground for an encampment as near 
as poffible to the river. Upon their appear- 
ance the enemy of the oppofite fide began to 
fire fijiartly from fix or feven pieces of can- 
non ; but without any effect, as the troops 
Were loon covered by the advantage of a hol- 
low way. Orders were immediately lent to 
bring up two twelve, two fix pounders, and 
a hoWitz t as loon as thefe Were placed the 
cannonade was returned, and a feW carcalfes 
thrown from the howitz let fire to the huts* 
which were foon confumed, and obliged the 
enemy to remove to a greater diftance : ground 
for the encampment was then taken, out of 
the reach of their artillery. The river Cane’ 
is here very rapid, full of rocks, large Hones, 
jind Humps of trees ; in the time of the rains 
\t is about fix hundred yards wide, but a few 
days of fair weather makes it fordable in fe- 
yeral place?. 

While Colonel Leflie Was making necefi 
f^ry preparations for the pafla^e of the river, 

terms 
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terms of accommodation as ufual were pro- 
pofed by Amroud Sing, a negotiation entered 
into, and hopes entertained that, the difputes 
between the two brothers would be Ipeedily 
and finally adjufted. But on the 31ft intel- 
ligence was received that a detachment of 
about 2000 cavalry and infantry, having 
eroded the river, under the command of a 
chief called Puddam Sing, had marched into 
the rear, with an intention of cutting off 
the communication with Chatterpoore, which 
he threatened to plunder, if any thing was 
differed to pafs through, or was fent from 
thence to the Englifh army, and had feized 
three or four hundred bullocks loaded with 
grain coming to the camp. 

On the iff of September Captain Popham 
was detached after him with his battalion of 
- fepoys, their artillery, and the Candaharian 
cavalry. ' In the evening he got intelligence 
of the enemy’s fituation ; and early the next 
morning, leaving the battalion with their 
artillery to follow with as much expedition 
as poffible, he advanced with the grenadiers 
and cavalry. 1 About noon he came in fight 
of the enemy, whom he found drawn up, 
and prepared to receive him ; they had dif- 

pofed 
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poled of their cavalry on their right, and 
their left, which was compoled of their in- 
fantry was covered by a Nullah, and a copfe 
of thick underwood. Captain Popham di- 
vided his cavalry on the right and left of his 
grenadiers, who formed the center, and with 
whom he advanced brilkly on the enemy, 
receiving their fire, and referving his until 
he came dole to their line, when it was 
poured in and repeated with fuch effect that 
they broke ; they were purfued with great 
flaughter for fome miles by the Candaharian 
horle. Among the (lain twenty-four of the 
enemy were found on the Ipot where they 
received the firfl: volley. The lofs on our 
fide was one grenadier killed, four wounded, 
and of the cavalry, two killed, and four 
wounded. Some of the enemy retreated to 
a fort called Gurgunge, which they aban- 
doned in tfie night ; Lieutenant Tildale was 
wounded in reconnoitring it. Captain Pop- 
ham was ordered to remain in that neigh- 
bourhood to watch the motions of the enemy, 
who feemed to be again aflembling. 

A little before this the pofleffion of Culpep 
being now no longer thought neceffary, it 
was by order of the Supremo Council given 

up, 
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tip, and the Englifh guard withdrawn : this 
feemed for a little Ipace to have reconciled 
Ballagee; but the impediments thrown in 
the way of the detachment fhewed his infin- 
cerity, and how little was to be expe&ed 
from any negotiation with him, or with any 
of the chiefs under his influence ; as Am* 
roud Sing’s minifters were fo, it was vain 
to hope that he would conclude any effe&ual 
treaty, efpecially when one of the terms re- 
quired was a provifion for his elder brother, 
by yielding him a part of his dominion, yet 
he continually fent meffages of accommo- 
dation. It was plain the end fought was 
delay, this was feen through, but the de- 
lay muft have taken place from' the great 
rain which fwelled the river, and made 
it neceffary to provide ;hoats and rafts for 
the paflage, and even then Colonel Leflie 
thought the rapidity was fuch, that he waited 
a day or two longer. He now received let- 
ters from the Rajah of Berar Moodagee 
BeoflEa, preffing' his march to the Nerbuddah, 
containing the rnoft friendly offers, and in- 
forming fhim that he had fent a perfon of 
confidence ttt meet him on the banks of that 
fiver,- where he would find every thing pre- 
;par£d ‘for his prefent oceafions, and that fu- 
ture accommodations 1 . fhould be furnifhed 

through 
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through his dominions. In the fame letter 
Moodagee exprefled with warmth the great 
fatis faction he felt in the hopes of loon 
feeing Mr. Elliott, who was then on the 
road to Berar : but unfortunately the public 
were deprived of his fervices and abilities at 
this critical juncture. 

He was feized on the 4th of September by 
a bilious fever, and inflammation of the liver, 
which from the beginning had mortal 
fymptoms. The firft account of his illnefs 
was written by Mr. Farquhar his fecretary ; 
this letter was dated on the bank of a Nul- 
lah, two cofs to the eaftward .of Serinagur, 
the 9 th of September : from the fame place 
a letter of the 1 3 th, gave the melancholy 
-account of his death ; thefe advices were re- 
ceived at Calcutta the 5 th of October. Some- 
thing of the character of this excellent- man 
hath been already mentioned : much was 
expected from his parts and talents cultivated 
with unremitted diligence before he went to 
India, but as if the approach to the fun had 
brightened the flame of genius, he appeared 
fit for any undertaking, almoft irpmediately 
after his arrival there. This could not efcape 
Mr, Haftings who cherifhed and trufted him ; 

during 
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during a fhort refidency in Europe in the 
year 1776 his penetration, fagacity, and 
difcretiou anfwered fully his friend’s expedi- 
tions, who found the effect of them at his 
return.' 

About the fame time as the letters from 
Moodagee were received, there came fome from 
the Nabob of Bopaul, through whofe territories 
the route of the detachment lay in the way 
to the Nerbuddah : they were in the molt 
friendly {train. Advice of thefe letters was 
fent by Colonel Leflie, who at the fame 
time mentioned the conclufion of treaties 
in his own name, and that of the Company 
.with the feveral Boondelchund chiefs, the lie* 
gotiation for which had lafted fo long ; yet 
he was fufpicious of Ballagee through whole 
territory he was to pafs. 

The death of Mr. Elliot was of the rrioft 
fatal confequence, there was not any perfon 
who could well fupply his place, he poffeffed 
the entire confidence of the governor general, 
and was looked on in that light by Moodagee $■ 
a few days would have brought him to his 
court, where every thing might have been 
fettled before the arrival of the detachment. 

Now 



OF BOMBAY* 255 

Now a length of time mitft have paffed be- 
fore another perfon could be properly in- 
truded and reach Berar. 

The pat conduct of Colonel Leflie, oil 
whom this negotiation muft immediately de- 
volve, did not promife great fuccefs ; he had 
been from the beginning of April to the 
middle of September performing what might 
have been done in two weeks, having met 
but a trifling refiftance, and no caufe of delay 
appearing, but fettling difputes and making 
treaties in the families pf the princes through 
whofe country he had faffed, exprefsly con- 
trary to repeated inftcudions. The governor 
general was greatjy embarrafied; he pro- 
pofed, after much doubt in his own mind, to 
let matters ftand for fome time as they were, 
without fubftituting any perfon in the place 
of Mr. Elliot, and wait to lee what courfe 
Moodagee would take, and whether he would 
renew his applications: all his letters had 
fhewn a defire, and even impatience, to enter, 
upon the bufinefs Mr. Elliot was charged 
with;* the reafons which induced him to 
follicit an alliance with the Englifh fub- 
fifted ; it was therefore proper at that time 
to write to Moodagee, only mentioning the 

' misfortune 
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misfortune which had put a flop to their 
negotiation, and defiring for the prefent 
his afiiftance for promoting the march of 
the detachment to its deftinatiom This oc- 
cafioned a renewal of altercations in the 
council : the debates in their confutations 
extend to whole volumes. This difference 
of opinion arofe from the different prin«» 
ciples on which the members reafoned : thole 
adopted in the beginning of the prefent admi- 
niftration invariably influenced the opinions 
of one part of it upon every occafion ; peace 
had been recommended from England as th,e 
great objedt, therefore nothing that could 
by any means tend to interrupt it was to be 
admitted : coofeq.uently the fcheme of ex- 
tending theii; alliance to the different ftates 
of that region was dangerous ; intermeddling 
in their affairs upon any dilputes, either in- 
ternal or between one ftate and another, per- 
nicious; all adfcs in confequence, difobedi- 
ettce to the orders of the Directors ; of courfe 
every meafure fo^ that purpofe was to be op- 
pojfed. On the other hand the governor 
general' and Mr. Barwell were of opinion, 
that to make the Engliffi nation confiderable, 
and^ give its eflablifhment liability, it 
ym necellary to extend its influence ; to 

have 
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have connections with all the princes of In- 
doftan, which fhould make them look up to 
it as the preferver of their refpeCtive indepen- 
dence from that power, under whofe preffure 
they had groaned fo long. This fyftem hath 
already been detailed. From this difference 
of fyflems rofe a difference of opinions upon 
every political and military matter, not only 
on the firft mention of the plan, Ihut on 
each operation neceflary in the execution of 
it. Upon the firft advices from Bombay of 
the commotions in the Durbar of Poonah, 
the feconding the defigns of that council to 
take advantage of thofe diffractions was re- 
probated by that part of the council; the 
project of fending the detachment acrofs the 
peninfula was Called impracticable and fruit- 
lefs, immoderate in expence, and productive 
of war with every nation in India ; the al- 
liance with Berar, a meafure unneceffary, 
and big with mifchief* Nor was the danger 
from French influence, or the probability of 
an attack upon Bombay by an expedition 
from the iflands, or other arrangements be- 
tween the Mahrattas and that nation, looked 
on as real, the conjectures were on the con- 
trary fide : on the other hand, the governor 
general grounded his fentiments and formed 

R hi* 



2 5 8 AN ACCOUNT 

his propofed fchemes, not only on conje&ure, 
but information which he could depend upon 
of the reality of the French minifters defigtis. 
From fuch difference of opinion rofe per- 
petual altercations: the prefent misfortune 
which fufpended the negotiation for an al- 
liance with Moodagee was a ground to fup- 
pofe an annihilation of the projed, and 
therefore to objed to the letter propofed, and 
to move that the whole fcheme fhould be 
difcontinued. The news received of the de- 
preffxon of Ragobah’s party at Poonah, the 
fufpenfion of adion at Bombay, without any 
communication from them of any future 
plan, and above all the fatal delay, of the 
detachment having been upwards of four 
months from their croffing the Jumna to the 
hanks of the Cane, were ftrong arguments- 
for its recall ; for as that diftance was not' 
above one hundred and twenty miles,- at that . 
rate,, in what time was the detachment likely 
to arrive at Bombay ? even exclufive of any-, 
check or delay to which it might be expofed 
from oppofition by enemies, it muft be a,, 
twelvemonth . how then could they be ufe- 
ful againft prefent dangers ? Therefore ad- 
mitting it neceflary. to ftrengthep Bombay, 

ag^inft 



OF BOMBAY. 259 

sigainft all invafion, it remained to be proved 
that the detachment, in its intended route, 
would arrive there in time to anfwer the 
end propofed : ■ and it was alledged that a 
more fafe method might be purfued by fend- 
ing a detachment of General Munro’s army 
from Madras ; which might be Ipared, as the 
fate of Pondicherry muft by that time be de- 
cided* by its being taken, or the defign given 
Over : and if this muft be replaced, it might 
be done by the force in the northern circars ; 
Which again, if neceffary, might be replaced 
from Bengal ; that' mode was liable to fewer 
objections than any other, being fmple’ and 
ealy in its e&ec'utiom 

To all this it was anfwered, that although 
the death of Mr. Elliot deprived them of the 
advantage expedled from his abilities and" 
the' plenitude of his commiffion, fome advan- 
tage yet remained ; that the powers of the 
Mahrattas and the Decan were to be counter- 
poifed by alliances, which might disjoin the 
ftates compofihg them, and unite fome of 
them to the Englifh ; that the interefts of 
Bengal and Bahar naturally led to fuch an 
unidn ; that a fufpenfion of that alliance did 
not annihilate the reafons on which it was 
R a originally 
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originally grounded, or render the march of 
the detachment unneceflary : that future events 
were not to be judged of by part errors, and 
a fuppofition that they would be fuffered to 
continue : that the march of the detachment 
might have been made from Culpee to the 
banks of the Cane in ten days : that what- 
ever fervice the detachment might a£t in 
hereafter, whether for the reftoration of Ra- 
gobah, or in refilling a French invafion, or 
be recalled at a future period, the prefent 
continuation of its march was proper : that 
until the crifis which fhould determine its 
ultimate deftination, its fituation in Berar 
was central to all the Englifh fettlements ; 
it might be a check to the Poonah govern- 
ment if only meditating, or a defeat to de- 
figns, if already formed by them. As to the 
propofal of fending troops from Madras, it 
was liable to yet more objections than had 
been urged againft the march from Culpee. 
True, that in a right line, the diltance of each 
of thole places from Bombay was nearly the 
fame ; but the route from Madras mull be 
traced along the coall tothefouth, and round 
the country of Travancore to Anjerigo, and 
from thence, either by a dangerous navigation 
along the Malabar coall, or continued by 

land 
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land through the dominions of Hyder Ally ; 
whereas the road from Culpee deviated but 
a little from the right line, fo that with fu- 
peri,or difficulties the former would exceed it 
in length almoft one third, befxdes having 
marches of other troops to replace thole fo 
detached from the Carnatic, 

In confequence of thefe arguments it was 
relolved that Colonel Leflie ffiould profecute 
his march in conjunction with the troops of 
Moodagee, if he chofe to join the detach- 
ment with any, and that he ffiould obey the 
orders of the prefidency of Bombay for his 
deftination ; with a difcretionary power to 
fulpend his march after his arrival in Berar, 
if Moodagee did not join him with a force, 
or if he did not receive orders from Bom- 
bay : and letters were to be written to that 
council, informing them of thefe orders, and 
to defire that either upon their former plan, 
if fubfilting, or any new for the reiteration 
of Ragobah under the conditions before lli- 
pulated, or the neceffity of repelling a French 
invafion, which ffiould require the progrefs 
of the detachment, even without the junc- 
tion of any Other power in alliance with 
them, in any fuch cafe only to command it 
R 3 to 
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to advance, The debates on this fubjed were 
further continued, and at laft ended in a re* 
folution to recall Colonel Leflie. 

This was notified to him in a letter dated 
the 15 th of Gdober, wherein they alfo dif? 
avowed the treaty he had made with the Ra- 
jahs of Bpondelchynd, as made in dired viola* 
tion of their orders, and he was commanded 
to deliver over the charge of the detachment^ 
to Colonel Goddard, or the officer next in 
command, and to repair without lofs of time 
to Calcutta, to give an account of his cori- 
_dud. Letters were alfo written to Colonel 
Goddard, inclofing copies of the inftrudions 
which had been giyen to Colonel Leflie, and 
repeating the feveral diredions which had 
been giyen him, as well in relation to his 
march, and the orders of the Bombay coun- 
cil, as to his tranfadions with the Rajah of 
Berar, and a particular injundion to recall 
any detachment that fhould have been made 
from |he main body, an4 t° fceep the 
whole together. 

Colonel Leflie’s death had, before this, 
put an end to all enquiries ; he had at lad 
giyen orders for the march on the 28 th of 

September, 



OF BOMBAY. 263 

September, but on that very day he was 
feifed by a bilious fever, of which he died, 
the 3d of Odtober. By this event the com- 
mand had already devolved on Colonel God- 
dard, a man whofe abilities have (hewn him 
equal to any undertaking. He immediately 
gave notice of Colonel Leflie’s death, and his 
intention to march on with all poffible dis- 
patch, as foon as he Ihould, from the papers 
of the deceafed, have got information of the 
intentions of the board relative to that fer- 
vice, and taken his meafures thereon ; all 
which required but very few days. 

Agreeably to thefe promifes the detachment 
marched from Rajah Gur on the 8th, and 
on the 1 ath arrived at Goorgunge, a diftance 
of thirty-feven miles, having left the coun- 
try in perfe£t peace, and the Boondelchund 
chiefs profeffing amity towards each other* 
and refpeft and fricndfhip to the Englifh na- 
tion, whole power in arms they had felt. 
The army was plentifully fupplied with 
every neceflary for its fupport and conve- 
nience* 

Ballagee’s territory begins about Goor- 
gunge, from whence the detachment marched 
R a on 
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on the 1 4th ; on the 1 6th they arrived a C 
Coutnee Nullah, where they halted two 
days. Whilft in this camp, a party of va- 
gabonds, profeffing to be a religious order, 
well known in the ea.ft by the name 
of Pandarums, about three hundred in 
number, got into the rear of the English 
army, and drove off two elephants, and 
fome camels ; this was part of a body of 
two thoufand who were in the neighbour- 
hood. Thole banditti are the peft of India, 
roving about the country in great bodies, 
fometimes begging, but oftner plundering 
and otherwife diftreffing the poor inhabitants. 
Four companies of grenadiers, and a party of 
cavalry were immediately fent after thefe 
pilferers, whom they foon overtook and re- 
covered the plunder, killing abopt twenty in 
the purfuit. 

On the 1 8 th, the troops moved and 
reached Heerapour, a march of about five 
miles only, owing to the difficulties of the 
road, and of a pafs, which the rear guard, 
baggage, and artillery could not get through 
pntil tiie 1 9th in the evening. 


On 



OF BOMBAY. 26 $ 

On the 20 th, a Vaqueel came from Balla- 
gee with a propofal to Colonel Goddard not 
to take the intended route by Sagur, repre- 
fenting it would be attended with great lofs 
and inconvenience, as the inhabitants would 
abandon the city on the approach of the 
troops, that there was another road as good, 
and but little out of the way, adding the 
ftrongeft aflurances that if this requeffc was 
complied with, the detachment fhould not 
pneet with the leaft obftru&ion in its march, 
hut be plentifully fupplied with provifions. 

Colonel Goddard, fatisfied that his compli- 
ance was mod: likely to forward the great 
.object of the prelent fervice, which was dif- 
patch, and being well informed that the road 
propofed was as practicable, and but fourteen 
miles longer, granted this requeft, without 
abating any thing of his ufual vigilance and 
precaution, being ever on his guard againft 
the defigns of a man whole character was 
made up of fraud and deceit, 

From the time the army left Rajah Gur, to 
Jthe 20th of October, the country they had 
to pafs was jbrpken and mountainous and the 

roads 
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roads bad. Every thing now began to wear 
a better appearance, the country was open, 
fine, and well-cultivated. Theficknefs which 
ever in fome degree /accompanies the rainy 
feafou was vanilhed, and all breathed the 
Ipirit of their general. 

On the 2 1 ft the march was refumed, and 
on the 28th the troops arrived at MalloWn, 
a large town belonging to Ballagee, 5 1 miles 
diftant from Heerapour: here they halted 
until the ift of November, on which day 
they reached Kimleflah. This is a large 
fort and ftrong citadel belonging to Ballagee, 
and there it was ftjppofed he had' depohted 
all his treafures which he had brought from 
Sagur, The fort is fituated on a hill, the 
walls are built of hewn ftone, without any 
cement ; the citadel on the higheft part of 
the hill commands the whole ; the ramparts 
of this are very ftrong, built of ftone* and 
laid in mortar. This is the firft town of 
note in the province of Malava, the bounda* 
ries of which begin fome miles on the eaftern 
fide of it- 

On the 4th of November the detachment 
anived at Kourney, diftant from Kimleffah 

twenty-feven 
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twenty-feven miles. At this village ends the 
territory properly belonging to Ballagee, and 
a fmall diftrid begins, called the Bilfah 
Country, belonging to Sindia, but holden 
for him by a Patan chief. 

Hitherto Ballagee feemed to have kept to 
the terms of his laft agreement ; but it was 
in hope of lulling Colonel Goddard into a 
degree of fecurity, which he flattered himfelf 
he might take advantage ; for on the lafl: day's 
march, when the army was nearly out of his 
confines, he fuddenly appeared in their rear 
with a body of 5000 cavalry, and made an 
attack on the baggage, but without the leaf!: 
efied ; a ftrong rear guard, with the good 
order and difpolition of the troops, prepared 
againft all furprife, left him nothing but the 
difgracc of the attempt, and of a repulfe 
with the Iofs of fome men. This conduit 
was equally perfidious and unmerited, as the 
jftrideft care had been taken to prevent the 
troops in their paflage from doing any da- 
mage to his country, which difeipliue was 
productive of this good efied, that none of 
the villages in the line of march were for- 
by tjie inhabitants. 


The 
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The chief of the Bilfah diftriCt having 
agreed to the paffage of the detachment 
through his country, they marched on the 
9th, and arrived at Burfeah, near which his 
territory ends, on the 1 5th. 

During this laft march, which was the 
length of fixty miles, Ballagee’s troops, 
whole numbers were increafed to near 
1 0000, every day appeared, and ceafed not 
harraffing our rear. At night they retired to 
fuch a diftance as made a furprife impractica- 
ble. They failed in every attempt, nor 
were they able even to retard the march. 

On the 17 th the army marched from 
Burfeah, and entered Bopaul Tollaw, the 
territory of the Nabob Hyat Mahomet Cawn, 
a Patan. This country exhibited the good 
efteCts of peace, and a wife government ; the 
villages are numerous, and inhabited by peo- 
ple who feem to live ineafe and plenty; they 
are Well clothed, and their houfes in good 
condition? 

Ifl'am'Gurr, or Iflamabad, which is eigh- 
teen miles from Burfeah, is the firll: town of 
jfeth V' if is'' large and populous, and hath a 

fort 
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•fort built of ftone. The nabob is rich, hav- 
ing a jaghire, which produces nine lacks a 
year, and befides rents from the Mahratta 
government, which amount to fourteen lacks 
more. 

On the 20th the army reached the capital 
of this province which bears its name. It is 
fituated on the fide of a hill, and defcends to 
a lake whofe extent is ten miles; the walls 
of the town are nine miles in circumference; 
the inhabitants are of a fairer complexion 
than is ufual in India ; their houfes are built 
of Hone and moftly good ; every thing fpeaks 
happinefs and gentle adminiftration. Provi- 
fions are abundant ; they were much cheaper 
than they had been found in any part of 
the march. The force of this chief amounts 
to 7000 men ; he hath a confiderable artil- 
lery, and a great number of firelocks. The 
fort is commanded by a hill to the eaftward, 
which is a hard rock ; the upper part of the 
fort is alfo on a rock, without a ditch ; the 
rampart of hewn ftone laid in mortar. 

It was found necelfary to halt there a few 
days to colled provifions, and make other ne- 
ceflaty preparations for the march to Hufi- 

nahbatjl 
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nahbad Gant, on the batiks of the Nerbuddah* 
The condud of the nabob was in every re* 
fped perfectly agreeable to his friendlydec!a-< 
rations : Ballagee, in revenge fot a behaviour* 
fo contrary to his views, had entered his do- 
minions and plundered fome of his villages; 
but further outrages were flopped by a fpirited 
irieflage from the nabob, declaring if he did' 
not give over thepurfuit and inflan tly quit' 
the country;, he would march againfl him' 
with all Shis force* 

On the 27th, the detachment refu fried dtSi 
march : the frrft two days proved tolerably 
good, and the country fertile and varied ; but 
the- third and fourth, on which they reached 
the Nerbuddah, preferried a Variety of difficul- 
ties,; from the number of narrow paffes and 
broken roads, which were fueh as nothing 
but incehant labour could have conquered* 
The -whole diflanee was forty-fix miles* 
Colonel Goddard gives the highefl praife to 
the* fpirited exertions of his men during this 
whole match, and the chearfalnefs - with ■ 
which they went through their uncommon 
fatigue. 
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On the 30th they reached Huflhahbad 
Gaut ; the Nerbuddah at this place is not 
broader than the Jumna at Culpee ; the' 
banks not fo high ; the ftream is gentle and 
clear ; a fandy bottom, intermixed with- 
rocks ; the hills are very high on the northi 
fide, and within a mile and a half, of, the rh 
ver. On the fouth they appear about fix, 
miles diflant ; the ground between on, both, 
fides a thick underwood ; the river runs. 
E. and N. E. The diftance from Rajah 
Gur to the banks of the Nerbuddah at Huff- 
nahbad. is two hundred, and eighty-eight 
miles. Fourteen miles: to the fouth ward; 
of the Nerbuddah. is the province of Berac. 

We lhall now return to the operations of 
the Supreme Council. From the previous 
knowledge which the governor general , had 
of Colonel Goddard’s abilities and di-feretio% 
and as it appeared from his letters that he 
Ihonld be, in a Ihort time in Berar, he, on the 
1 6 th of. November 1 7 7$, propofed in . c'oun-t 
cil>that the perfon in whofe ppflefiaon . rey 
mainedi tire 1 papers - of Mr. Elliot, which, far, 
had caufed to be fealed up. on the beginning*} 
of his illnefe,. ihould deliver .them to Colonel 
Gjpdjjard^ and, that he fhbuld beL directed to. 

carry 
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tarry into execution the inftru&ions given Id 
Mr. Elliot, and negotiate and conclude a 
treaty with the Rajah of Berar, as if they had 
been originally given to him. This, after 
lome oppofition, was refolved, and letters in 
confequence were written, and at the lame 
time the inftrudtions communicated to the 
council of Bombay. Mr. Farquhar who 
gave the account of Mr* Elliot’s death did 
not long furvive his friend ; the care of the 
papers devolved on Mr. Anderfon, Who by 
Moodagee’s defire was gone to him at Nag- 
poor : during his journey a fevere illnefs had 
feized this prince, he had been fomc days de* 
lirious, and his life fo far defpaired of, that 
he had, according to the cuftom of the Gen- 
toos, been taken from his cott and ftretched 
on the ground, there to expire : when Mr* 
Anderfon arrived, a favorable crifis had re* 
lieved him, but fuch was the weaknefs which 
his diforder left, that his health returned 
very flowly : whilft he was recovering, 1ms 
anfwered the letters he had received from 
Colonel Goddard, announcing the death of 
Colonel Leflie, and the preparations making 
for a fpeedy march to Berar ; a copy of his 
letter, dated the 23d of November, which 
was delivered to Mr. Anderfon, that he 

might 
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might fend it to the governor general, was on 
the 2 1 ft; of December read in confutation. 
It began with informing Colonel Goddard 
that Lalloo Jaddoo Roy, who had been lent 
to the Nerbuddah to receive Colonel Leflie, 
and after waiting five months in vain expec- 
tation of his arrival, had been obliged by fick- 
nefs to return to Nagpoor, fhould now ad- 
vance two or three days journey to meet him 
and inform him of the fituation of the armies 
of the Decan, and all other matters. That 
the death of Mr. Elliot had fufpended all 
negotiations and fchemes until the arrival of 
letters from Calcutta, or of a perfbn of confi- 
dence to fupply his place ; that as the greateft: 
friendfhip fubfifted between him and the go- 
vernor general, he could have no obje&ion to 
the army’s crofting the Nerbuddah and enter- 
ing his dominions, where every accommoda- 
tion fhould be provided ; that the warmth of 
friendfhip not allowing diffimulation pr re* 
ferve, it was incumbent on him to . commu- 
nicate what he had learned, and his fenti- 
,'paents on every matter j that the delay of 
litre . months which Colonel Leflie had em- 
ployed in fettling the affairs of the Bopndel- 
chund country was impolitic and prejudicial 
,to the defign pf.the expedition . that it fur- 

S nifhed 
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Ballagee an occafion of accufing him 
at Poonah, of creating difturbances, and 
Meditating the reduction of that province, 
thence to proceed in a hoftile manner 
againft the Pailhwah ; whereby the chiefs 
alarmed raifed troops, and Ballagee received 
orders from Poonah, and Sindia and Hoi- 
Car had likewife aflembled armies ; that 
the Nizam being in ftridt league with the 
Pailhwah, had Rationed troops in different 
pafles and gauts. That he had defigned on 
the arrival of Mr. Elliot to have with him 
formed a plan to enfure a free and unmo- 
-teited paflage to Bombay ; one part whereof 
' Vas j that both Mr. Elliot and he fhould, in 
totters to Poonah, allure that government 
that the detachment was not intended to be 
hoftile to them, or to meddle in retaliating 
Pagobah ; that it was meant folely to protect 
the Engiifh lettlements againfl: the French, 
between whom and Britain war was declared : 

e then mentioned the fubftance of the go- 
vernor general’s letters to him ftnee the death 
^5' Elliot, “ whereby he was requdlcd 
t * to ln form him of fuch points as he wilhed 
^ 0r the purpofe of eftablilhing a fn*m union , 
ir aut ^ Polid fiicndlhip between them, on the 
ground of reciprocal and equal benefit ; 

“ that 
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t( that the prefent time furnifhed an opportu- 
“ nity for this, that the detachment would 
“ foon enter his dominions, that it was ad- 
“ vifable to ftrengthen it with a body of his 
“ forces; he waited impatiently to be made 
** acquainted with his opinion, on which to 
“ form his ultimate refolutions.” On this 
letter he remarked, that to form fuch a plan, 
and eftablifh fuch an union, required time, 
and a long communication by letters ; that 
the immediate junction of a body of his 
troops could produce no good efteft, but 
might excite jealoufies in the Pailhwah and 
the Nizam, and expofe his dominions to ra- 
vage; he therefore ihould wait for a reply 
from Calcutta with the opinion of the gover- 
nor general, and he defired the Colonel to ad,- 
vife him of whatever plan he fofould adopfc 
for an unreferved communication between 
them, “ as fuch between friends is highly 
“ commendable and approved by God.” 

In a poftfeript he mentions the danger 
there may be from the troops of Sindia and 
their defultory manner of fighting, and re- 
commends remaining on the banks <?f the 
Nerbuddah till he fliould receive letters from 
Calcutta, and to write to the Paifliwah, de- 

S 2 daring 
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daring peaceable intentions, and that he will 
not in any manner affift Ragobah. This, as 
veil as the letter, breaths the ftrongeft friend- 
Ihip for the governor general. The words 
are remarkable, “ I am induced by fiiendjfhip 
“ to give you this intelligence, for my heart 
“ is pained at the apprehenfion of your ex- 
“ periencing any misfortune, and to return 
“ would leffen the terror of your arms, and 
« give difpleafure to Mr. Haftings. 

Upon this letter, two queftions arofe, 
i ft, Whether it did not appear that Moodagee 
Has difinclined to join Colonel Goddard, or 
co-epeiate in any enterprize againft the Poo- 
uah government, ad. Whether it did not ap- 
pear to be the opinion of Moodagee that Co- 
lonel Goddard, proceeding on his march, 
would expofe the detachment to the greateft 
difficulties and dangers. 

Bui: thefe queftions were looked on as pre- 
mature : for the letters written by Moodagee, 
upon his hearing of Mr, Elliot’s death and 
received on the 12 th of November, contained 
the moft preffing inftances that the intended 
negociation ffiould proceed, and might be 
committed to the charge of Mr, Farquhar; 

on 
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on the 1 6th it had been refolded to charge 
Colonel Goddard with this negociation, and 
on the 23d, notice was given of it to Moodagee ; 
now from that prince’s writing the letter re- 
ceived on the 1 2th of November upon his 
firft notice of Mr. Elliot’s death, to his no- 
tice of Colonel Goddard’s being fubftituted 
to him, (during which interval alfo happened 
his ficknefs) he muft have been in utter un- 
certainty; it was therefore proper to await 
the letters he fhould fend after his having 
learned that change. In confequence, the 
queftions received a negative. 

That no precaution tending to enfure the 
fuccefs of the detachment fhould be omitted, 

. as from the delay before Colonel Leflie’s 
death there might have been fome dimi- 
nution of their numbers ; two battalions 
of fepoys under the command of Major 
Carnac, an experienced officer, who had a 
thorough knowledge of that country, were 
fent to the weftern frontier, there to 
wait the dire&iohs of Colonel Goddard, 
either for a junction with his detachment, 
for the protection of Nagpoor, or for, pre- 
ferving the communication with Bengal, as 

S 3 fhould 
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{herald be by him judged moft conducive 
to the end of the expedition. They fet out 
the 4th of January 1779. 

In the mean time Colonel Goddard was 
proceeding; on the 1 ft of December, the firft 
and fourth battalion of fepoys cioffcd the Ner- 
buddah in boats. On the next day, the 
paflage of the whole army was effected, a 
place having been found where the river w 7 as 
fordable. As it was probable the troops 
might remain fome time in their encamp- 
ment, great care was taken to chufe an 
Healthy lituation. 

Immediately after crofting the Nerbuddah, 
Colonel Goddard was met by the confidential 
peribn whom the Rajah of Bcrar had pro- 
mifed to fend to him ; his convcrfation, 
though declarative of the moft friendly dilpo- 
fition, turned fingly on the means of recon- 
ciling the Poonah Dui bar to the march of 
the detachment : as no men- ion was made of 
any further views, fome other mode of com- 
munication was neceftary ; the diftance from 
the camp to Nagpore being two hundred miles, 
vpa’s too great for the Colonel to go in perfon, 
pnlefs he were allured that the intentions of 

the 
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the R ajah were perfectly favorable, in the feveral 
points on which he was empowered to treat ; 
he therefore, that no time (hould be loft, fent 
Lieutenant Weatherftone, fully inftrudted in 
every point relative to thofe matters : he an- 
fwered the truft repofed in him, acquitting 
himftlf of his commiflion with great ability. 
He found that a fpirit of caution and ciicum- 
fpe&ion directed the councils of Moodagee, 
and that he wifhed all further proceedings 
fhould be fufpended until a full fettlement 
between him and the Supreme Council was 
completed ; that the difputes in which the 
Poonah Durbar was involved with Bombay, 
and the part taken by thefe in favour of Ra- 
gobah, was an obftacle to the commencement 
of any adtive operations : at, the fame time 
there was no doubt but his inclinations to 
theEnglifh were really friendly, and that po- 
litical motives, as well from his future views 
as from the vicinity and fituation of his do- 
minions, in regard to the Englifh poflefiions, 
muft determine him to keep that line. Thele 
confiderations .convinced Colonel Goddard 
that there was sot any profpedt of an imme- 
diate' conclufion of luch au alliance as was 
aimed at in thd inftrudlions given to Mr, 
S 4 Elliot ; 
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Elliot ; he therefore determined his courfo 
of action by the events of the times, 

He had, agreeably to the orders of the Su- 
preme Council, regularly fent information to 
Bombay of the progrefs of his march, but had 
not for fome time part received any letters from 
them, yet from Moodagee and other quarters 
intelligence came to him of their intentions 
to reinllate Ragobah, and of their prepay 
tions for effecting that undertaking : certain 
of thefe fafts, he maturely considered the 
fubftance and Spirit of the inftrudtions from 
the Supreme Council as well to him as the 
late Mr. Elliot, whence he concluded that 
matching to Poonah was what was fitted: to 
be .done on the circumftances in which he 
flood ; he at that moment received letters 
from the prefidency of Bombay, confirming 
all thefe adyices, and particularly informing,, i 
him of their treaty with Ragobah, and that ■ 
their army had taken the field and begum 
their march to Poonah, towards which place 
they required him to proceed with all expe- 
dition ; this confirmed not on$ the propriety 
hut the necefiity of the meafure; what- 
ever, might be the refult of khe refolves of 
the $yprerne Council, the arrival of this 

force 
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force near Poonah muft be for the intereft of 
the fervice, either to profecute the war, 
which he looked on as a&ually begun by ads 
of hoftility he' had authentic intelligence of, 
or bring it to an honourable conclufion, and 
at the fame time he fhould be ready to ad 
in concert with Moodagee in any plan deter- 
mined between him and the Supreme Council. 
He therefore formed the refolution of march- 
ing dire&ly ; when this was imparted to 
Moodagee, he repeatedly exprefled his wifh 
that the Colonel fhould remain in his domi- 
nions till orders were received from Calcutta, 
but nothing could induce him to change a 
meafure which he was convinced was eflen- 
tial. He foon fatisfied Moodagee that a further 
delay would prove prejudicial. The whole 
condud of this prince befpoke perfed confi- 
dence and friendly intentions. The -Colonel 
finding a difficulty in negotiating his bills on 
Calcutta, he advanced money upon them, 
without receiving any thing on the fcore of 
difcount, and in every other refpedt alfifled 
him, promifing to furnifh provifions as they 
advanced, for whrch purpofe, a principal per- 
fon belonging to ? him fhould remain upon 
the confines of hisH country, and forward the 
jupplies of grain. ’All was now in readinefs, 

and 
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and on the 16th of January 1779, the 
troops left their camp on the banks of the 
Nerbuddah. 

In their march on the 2 1 ft, they paflcd 
through a confiderable town called Hurdah, 
belonging to the Pailhwa, and here they got 
into the great road leading to Brampore and 
Poonah, the way which Colonel Upton had 
gone when fent upon his embaffy to that} 
Durbar. 

The next day the army reached Charwah, 
and halted on account of the extreme illnefs 
, of Lieutenant Colonel Fortman, the field en- 
gineer, who died the day after, univerfally 
regretted. The diftance from, the camp on 
the banks of the Nerbuddah to Charwah is 
eighty miles, a country remarkably rich and 
fertile, and producing a large quantity of 
wheat. During this march, Colonel God- 
dard had received intelligence that the army 
from Bombay was encamped at Boragaut 
fifty miles from Poonah, waiting there for 
ftores, and that a confiderabje force had taken 
the field to oppofe them, *and was ftationed 
between them and that jfiace ; and on the 
124th he received advices dircftly from the 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen whom the felect committee of 
Bombay had appointed to conduct Ragobah 
to Poonah, and fettle the affairs of that go- 
vernment, giving notice of that appoint- 
ment; this letter was dated the 1 ith of Ja- 
nuary, and figned by Mr. Carnac ; it men- 
tioned, that “ within two days the face of 
u their affairs was fo changed with refpe£fc 
** to the primary caufe, which led to diredt- 
ing his march towards Zineer, a fort be- 
tl longing to Morabah, that they muff 
“ give him advice, if he was joined by a 
body of Moodagee’s forces, fufficient to 
“ enable him to advance, notwithftanding 
“ attacks of cavalry which would hover 
“ round him from all quarters to feize his 
“ baggage and provifions, and if he had 
“ provifions fufficient to laft him until he 
“ reached Broach or Surat, to proceed to fuch 
“ of thofe places as- he could moft fpeedily 
“ arrive at; but if he could not proceed in 
“ the face of fuch an enemy, without immi- 
“ ncnt hazard of diftrefs, then to remain 
on the borders of Bcrar, or where he 
“ could beft Vecure provifions till further 
“ directions fjbm the feledt committee of 
Bombay.” 


This 
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This letter left him in doubt whether the 
writers had a profpect of accomplilhing their 
undertaking without his affiftance, or had 
given it over as impracticable ; the fear exprefled 
of the Mahratta horfe led him to conclude the 
latter, and the beginning of their letter the 
former. This (late of uncertainty was in- 
creafed, by his receiving on the next day a 
letter from the felect committee at Bombay, 
dated the 1 2th, wherein they haftened his 
march in the road firft pointed out. It was 
plain the feleCt committee were ignorant of 
the circumftance alluded to in the letter of 
the i ith. In this perplexity he determined 
to proceed to Brampoor, where more particu- 
lar knowledge of the fituation of affairs 
fhould determine the manner of 'his farther 
progrefs. 

In confequence, the army continued its 
march from Charwah on the 25 th of January ; 
they.proceeded without interruption, and on 
the 30th reached the banks of the Tapti 
river, oppofite. Brampoor, a diMnce of feven- 
ty-three miles. Colonel Gcpdard did not 
find the regular information He expected, but 
met flying reports of the defejt of the Bom- 
bay army. 


On 
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On the 2d of February the following let- 
ter, figned by Mr. Carnac and Colonel Eger- 
ton, dated the 1 9th of January, from Cam- 
poly, was delivered to him ; 

“ Sir, We have addrefled you on the 
u 1 6th a letter containing orders which up- 
“ on recolle&ion we do not think ourfelves 
46 authorized to give you, you are therefore 
“ to pay no regard whatever thereunto, 

“ We are, &c,” 

Not having received the letter of the 1 6th, 
.and the reports he had met foreboding its 
contents, joined to the (hortnefs of this, 
threw him into great perplexity ; he thought 
at firfl: of halting; to procure further and 
more certain intelligence, but not having re- 
ceived it on the 5 th, after maturely confider- 
ing his critical fituation, being in the heart of 
the Mahratta empire, furrounded by enemies, 
whofe fuccefs might leave them at liberty to 
a£t with their whole force againft his detach- 
ment, the feafon approaching in which it 
would be hazardous to keep the field in an 
inimical country, he determined to march 
towards Surat jsWith all poffible expedition* 
He was confirmed in this by letters from 

Moodagee, 
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Moodagee, the contents whereof led him to 
conclude that the Bombay government had 
received fome confiderable checque, the bad 
confequences of which might be prevented by 
the prefence of the detachment, cfpecially 
fhould an attack meditated by the French, be 
carried into execution. The doubt whether 
the late misfortune might not operate a change 
in the favourable difpofitions of Moodagee, 
was another circumftance impelling him to 
proceed forward, rather than run the hazard 
of fuch a change in returning through Berar; 
too much time would have been confumed in 
waiting to learn his determination, and by 
that the opportunity of lervice be loft. The 
propriety of this refolution was evinced by a 
letter afterward received from Moodagee, 
wherein he feemed greatly apprehenfive of 
the confequences of this blow, and advifed 
that the detachment fhould not proceed. 
In the correfpondence between Colonel God- 
dard and the Supreme Council, the reafons 
which determined him to this meafure appear 
at large, and do no lefs honour to his judg- 
ment and penetration, than th/ celerity of his 
march does credit to his abili/es as an officer, 
and to the uncommon exertion and fpirit of 
the troop? under his commaifd. 


The 
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The city of Brampore is equal in fize to 
Patna, and is the capital of the rich province 
of Candifh, under the dominion of the Poo- 
nah miniftry ; it is furrounded by a ftone 
wall in bad repair. The troops during their 
ftay in this city were treated by the inhabi- 
tants with the g reate ft kindnefs and hofpita- 
lity, and plentifully fupplied with provilions, 
which were regularly paid for ; the grapes 
weie remarkably fine, and came from a place 
called Afhere Gurr, diftant about fourteen 
miles N. N. E. of Brampore. Mr. Dow in 
his third volume calls it Hafier, or Hazire. 
It is defcribed as an impregnable fortrefs, fitu- 
ated on the top of a very high hill, appearing 
fomewhat like the Table Land at the Cape of 
Good Hope ; the fort on the fummit feems 
not lefs than an Englifh mile in diameter ; 
it is of a triangular form, the walls of ftone, 
laid in mortar, with round towers, and cava- 
liers at proper diftances. Within the fort 
there is faid to be a large lake, and a canal 
from it which runs the length of the fort ; 
it is alfo reported that this ground produceth 
grain enough for the fubfiftence of the gar- ' 
rifon, which conufts of about 1500 men. 
In confe'quence of the ftrength of this fitua- 
tion, the Killadar flip ports his independence, 

and 
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and bids defiance to all his neighbours; the 
country all around is compofed of hills of 
conckar, and fuch broken irregular ground* 
that there is no accefs to the place, but 
through a deep hollow way, fo narrow that 
a loaded bullock can fcarce pafs. The moun- 
tain itfelf is of a rocky ft one and conckar* 
and the height fuch as to be feen diftin&ly 
at twenty-five miles diftance. 

The army marched on the 6th, and on 
the 9 tha Vaqueel belonging to the Paifhwah 
Madharow Nariain, delivered the letter figned 
by Mefifrs. Carnac and Egerton, dated the 1 6 th 
of January, from the camp at TuIIingaum, 
and written in conftquence of the late unfor- 
tunate convention, dire&ing his return to 
Bengal, accompanied by one from the Paifti- 
wah, correlponding with thofe directions. Tie 
letter of the ipth rcleafed him from every 
obligation to attend to thefc. From this 
jcjrpumftance, and the further intelligence re- 
ceived at the fame time, Colonel Goddard had 
the fullejft proof of the expediency land pro- 
priety of Tie refolution hC had taken; he 
therefore anfwered the Durbar, that in ob'e- 
pience to the orders, of the Supreme Council 
,3he $ras, marching to . protect Bombay* tliat his 

1 'intentions 
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intentions were friendly to the Mahratta ftatej 
and he ihould continue to preferve the fame re- 
gard to the friendfhip between the Supreme 
Council and the Poonah adminlftration, pro^ 
testing the fubjeds of the Paifhwa from vio- 
lence, and avoiding all hoftility, unlefs com- 
pelled to it by their oppofition. That he was 
now advanced to the neighbourhood of Bom- 
bay, which according to the orders of the Su- 
preme Council he muft reach, after which he 
mull be guided by its directions. He was then 
arrived on the banks of the gut Nuddy, near 
eighty miles from Brampoor, which he had 
marched in four days : the road was good, 
the country fine and fertile, full of villages 
and inhabitants: the diftance between the 
laft mentioned place to Surat, about two 
hundred miles, which lie made no doubt of 
reaching before the end of the month ; not 
was he miftaken, the march was continued 
with fuch unremitting celebrity and fpirit, 
that the army arrived at Surat on the 25th 
of February, having marched, from the 6th, 
hear three hundred miles, including two or 
three days halt. 

This march Wks performed with the mbr* 
♦afe from the gc'jjd effects produced by the 
* T mo 
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moderation and drift difcipline with which 
this detachment was conducted, which pro- 
cured them, not only acquiefcence, but every 
afiiftance which the inhabitants of the many 
villages they paffed through could give them. 
None of thefe forfook their houfes, but vo- 
luntarily offered their provifions and grain. 
An enumeration of thefe villages would yield 
neither fatisfadion or ufeful information, and 
their names are all detailed in a journal lately 
published. The country is fertile, populous, 
and well cultivated, the inhabitants feem in- 
duftrious, happy, and humane. Their good re- 
ception of the army was the more ufeful at 
this time as the rapidity of the march was fuch, 
that many of the carts, upon which the’ grain 
which had been provided at -Brampoor was to 
be carried, were unable to keep up with the 
army, and had not the country fupplied ;pro- 
vifions, the progrefs mail have been retarded 
from the neceffity of adapting the motion of 
the army to that of this part of the baggage* 

^ The fird notice received at Bengal of the 
unfortunate ifiue of the edterprize of the 
Bombay council was from/Fort St. George. 
The pftfident fent copies of letters which the 
Nabob Mahomet Aly • Ca fan had received 

from 
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from Poonah. From ihefe and federal other 
papers received the fame day, the whole ap- 
peared in the worft light : for, in fo me of 
them, it is was added, that Ragobah had ac- 
tually joined the Mahratta army with five or 
fix thoufand horfe, and was United with them 
to fight againft the Englifh. 

In this doubt and uncertainty the firft care 
of the Supreme Council, after a mature de- 
liberation, was to provide again ft all accidents 
that might happen from any hidden irrup- 
tion into their territory or that of’Qwde : 
General Stibbert, then at the head of the 
army in Bengal, was for that purpofe or- 
dered to form 'two camps of the troops under 
his command, and hold them In readiuefs to 
march at the firft notice j at the fame time 
the governor general advifed the Nabob of 
Owde that thefe extraordinary camps were 
not formed to a£t againft any of the powers it>' 
the neighbourhood of his dominions. A lub- 
fequent order was fent the general to march 
the firft brigade toward the banks of the 
Jumna, there to encamp in fuch a fituation 
as was moft convenient for defending the 
Poab againft an invafion. 


This 
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This was all that could be done until 
more authentic accounts came from Bombay. 
No very fudden irruption was yet to be 
feared from the Mahrattas, and though the 
defeat of the Bombay army might encourage 
the neighbouring powers to form alliances 
with the Poonah Durbar againft the Englifh, 
they could not be brought into afldon before 
the Supreme Council fhould have received 
fuch accounts as would have enabled them 
to take certain and proper arrangements, they 
therefore fufpended their proceedings on that 
fubjedt. The council of Madras apprifed them 
of their purfuing the fiege of Mahe, the fuc- 
cefs whereof could not be doubted ; this was 
a falutary meafure, not only as it totally re- 
moved the French from Indoftan, but pre- 
vented the effedt of difagreeable impreffions, 
which the late defeat might have made, efpe- 
cially if diffidence or timidity appeared to 
follow it. 

Much about the fame time they received 
letters from Colonel • Goddard, by which he 
informed them of the feveral particulars juft 
now related,, and the directing of his march 
towards Poonah in confequence : one part of 
his letters was comfortable. They all con- 
tained repetitions of hisj- firm belief of the 

friendly 
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friendly fentiments of the Rajah of Berar to- 
wards the government of Bengal, and of his 
performing his promifes of affiftance in every 
point but that of taking an active part with 
the Englifh arms. As the Colonel had re- 
ceived no particulars, he could be explicit 
in nothing hut his declaration of proceeding 
at firft to Poonah and afterwards to Surat. 

At laft, on the 18 th March 1779, letters 
came from the feledt committee of Bombay, 
dated the 3d of February, containing a lum- 
inary account of the whole proceedings, 
wherein they faid, as they could not admit 
an agreement made in fuch circumftances, 
and after fo explicit a declaration of the com- 
mittee’s want of power to be of any validity, 
they fhould endeavour to treat with the Mah- 
rattas upon another footing. 

The Supreme Council had fome debate 
concerning what fhould be written both to 
the feledt committee and Colonel Goddard ; 
at length it Was refolved to approve his 

marching to Surat with all expedition, 

and as by the refolution of the Bombay 
council againft the convention, or com- 
plying with its .terms, it was probable 

T 3 they 
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they might be engaged in hoftilities with 
the Mahrattas, but all was yet dark, he 
was to ad according to his difciction in 
purfuance to their former orders, with this 
explanation, that as the defign of his march 
w r as to protect Bombay, that mull be his 
object ; but was to proceed, fo as not to 
involve himfelf or the Supreme Council 
in the relponfibility of their ads, remembring 
that he aded under the foie authority of the 
Supreme Council, and of courie was to ex- 
ercife his own judgment both in the accept- 
ance and execution of any fervice which they 
Should require him to perform. 

The board now, on the id of April, or- 
dered Major Camac to return to Corumbah 
in Chutta N.agpore : he had advanced into 
Berar, where he met with a friendly recep- 
tion, Colonel Goddard having proceeded lb 
far on his way to Surat, it became unnecef- 
fary for Major Camac’ s detachment to pro- 
ceed further. 

An incident now happened,, which though 
it hath not a nccefliiry v connexion with the 
fads here related, yet from the fortunes and 
high rank of the ador, deftrve a place in 
hiftory. 

In 
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In the beginning of February the grandfon 
of the famous Nizam-al-Mullock, Ghazi-ul- 
Dien, who, in Dow’s hiftory, appears to have 
put two emperors to death, Ahmed Shaw, and 
Allum Geer Sani, the former the ion of the' 
unfortunate Mahummed, who had the morti- 
fication of receiving laws in his capital from 
Thamas Kouli Khan the Perfian emperor, and 
the latter the great grandfon of Aurungzebe, 
and father of the prefent Mogul, came to Su- 
rat. His nefarious actions are related in that 
hiftory to the year 1761, when every thing 
was in confufion, and Dehli in the hands of 
Abdulla and his Durannies, was a feene of 
blood, devaluation, and horror. Dow fums 
up his character in thole words : “ Thus 
“ ended the public tranfadfcions of Ghazi-ul- 
“ Dien, who crowded into a few years of 
“ early youth more crimes and abilities than 
“ other confummate villains have done in a 
“ long life of wickednefs and treachery. 
“ Though he did not poffefs the Decan, 
“ the fruit of his grandfather’s uncommon 
“ crimes, he ngay truly maybe laid to have 
been the genuine heir of the parts and 
u treaion of that monfler of iniquity and vil- 
“ lainy.” 'I'll is man, after wandring in dif- 
guifc through many countries, was brought 

T 4 to 
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to the neighbourhood of Surat, where he 
dwelt in one of the Borah’s mofques, in or- 
der, as it was given out, to proceed to 
Hodge : he was in the habit and perfonated 
the chara&er of a Faquier : the Nabob of 
Surat fent and fecured his perfon, He ac- 
knowledged himfelf to be the identical Ghazi 
de Khan * ; he had with him a wife and 
two children, one fixteen years, and the 
other nine years old, and about eight or ten 
attendants ; the Nabob fent him to one of 
his own gardens, called Mahomet a Bang, 
within the town walls. After his flight 
from Dehli in the year 1761, he had retired 
among the Jautes ; and wandring from one 
place to another to feek fecurity, he had 
Come to Eugene the capital o,f Sindia’s domi- 
nions. Here, under the habit of a Borah Fa- 
quier, he redded a confiderable time, and 
\yas by the Grand Mullah lent to Surat, 
thence to go to Hodge, where he was dis- 
covered by fome of thofe who had ferved un* 
der him at Delhi. Obnoxious to the Mogul 
for the murder of his father, ^and feared as a 
dangerous rival by the Subafy of the Decan : 
.Great fums h!ad been, offered for the pqffef- 
iflcfh of his perjbn : the .Nabob was unealy, 

left 

•uU** Thef^ddititm of de Efaan, ol ul-Dien is indifFereatly 
.givga to him. 
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left when his refidence at Surat fhould be 
I* 'bllcly known, his perfon fhould be de- 
I-* ..:, —d by each of thefe princes: at the 
fv .c time it was thought by hirn and the 
1> mbay council^ that the poffeffion of a per- 
fon fo con. lifted with the greateft families 
and Omrahs in India, might be of fervice to 
the Supreme Council. The Bombay feledt 
committee gave notice of this in their letter 
of the 21ft of February, and of their deter- 
mination to remove him to Bombay, which 
was hi.) ddign ; and they afked the orders of 
the Supreme Council concerning him. The 
anfwer to this expreffed a wifli that he had 
not been apprehended, advifed that all ap- 
pearance of violence fhould be avoided, and 
therefore recommended to them inftantly to 
grant him his liberty, peremptorily infilling 
that he quit the Englifh territories, and to for- 
ward him on his way to Mecca if an opportu- 
nity fhould offer. He foon after let out for 
that place, with his family and train. 

On the 5^ of April 1779 the num- 
ber of the board of the Supreme Council 
heing complete by the acceffion of Sir Eyre 
Coote, they took into confideration meafures 
proper tQ be purfued in the circuraftances 
v which the late franfa#ion$ had placed the 

affairs 
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affairs of the Company in. They appeared to 
be, that concelfions were made by perlbns 
having no authority to make them ; one of 
thefe was the furrender of the Company’s 
pofieflions dependent on Bombay, and the 
other the return of the detachment ; that the 
Bombay council were determined not to per- 
form the firll ; the arrival at Surat had put 
an end to the fecond : that it was likely, as 
the perfon of Ragobah was now in the pol- 
felfion of the Mahratta chiefs, they would 
not infill: on the rigorous performance of the 
conditions, fo that a peace might be efta- 
blifhed ; but if they Ihould infill on them 
actual war mull then exill, and Colonel 
Goddard' mull have been called in for the 
defence of thole iettlements : that in cafe the 
Mahrattas had taken no iuftant rneafures for 
inforcing the performance of thefe conditions, 
it might be fuppofed they had exacted them 
either to have a fpecious fubjedt for p relent 
negotiation, or a pretext for renewing the 
war when they Ihould be in a condition to 
profecute it with furer efiedl ;/hnd with this 
intent might have invited the French to 
avail thcmfelves, together with them of the 
pro lent advantage by bringing an armament- 
from Mauritius, where they hud force 

more 
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more than fufficient for fuch a defign, the 
only chance left them of regaining their ixi- 
fluence in India ; that fihould this have been 
done (as fuch a meffage, if difpatched in Ja- 
nuary would have arrived there in March) ; 
if it found every thing in readinefs the force 
lent from thence might arrive at the defined 
fpot by the month of September. 

On the other hand, probably the divifions 
of the Mahratta Rate were only fulpended by 
the late danger, which united thofe parties 
in one common caufe ; the prefence of Ra- 
gobah among them was likely to revive their 
diflentioos ; Sindia, who ever a&ed on a fe- 
parate intcreft, might apply the fanition of 
his name to encreafe and confirm his own 
power. As to the Rajah of Berar, his con- 
duit lince the knowledge of that event Shewed 
he confidered the defeat as natural, and a 
proof that Englilh arms could not with (land 
the Superiority of numbers, and the rapid 
movements of the Mahra'ta cavalry ; that his 
apprehenfion oA their power was the fpring 
of his advice to Colonel CJoddard not to pro- 
ceed, and the influence of that itnpreljion 
had probably made him give up the thought 
of the alliance he once courted. It was not 

therefote 
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therefore advifeable for the Supreme Council 
to renew any overtures toward it, but if ever 
circumftances, either through fear of the 
Mahratta power, or of any other danger im- 
pending on the province of Berar, fhould 
prompt him to folicit the fupport of the 
Englifh, it would be proper to grant it : the 
lofs fuftained was of credit and reputation 
only, therefore every ftep tending to betray 
a confcioufnefs of weaknefs or want of refo- 
lution, was carefully to be avoided : at all 
events, whilft they fought peace they ought 
to be prepared for war. 

, On thefe confiderations it was reiolved, 
i. To invert Colonel Goddard with full 
power, as minifter of the Supreme Council, 
to treat with the Mahratta ftate for the re- 
newal or confirmation of the treaty of Po- 
rounder, provided they receded from their 
pretcnfions under the convention of Wor- 
gaum, and engaged never to admit French 
forces into their dominions, or permit them 
|o have any eftablifiunent on^ the Mahratta 
eo'aft ; and thefe conditions were to be the 
alternative of peace or war. That letters in 
fconfejumcc, and. conformable to what fhauld 
^..written to Colonel Gpddard, Ihould be 
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fetit to the Pailhwa and his miniftcrs, and 
alfb to the Rajah of Berar : that other letters 
Ihould be written to the prefidency of' Bom*- 
bay, advifing them of Colonel Goddard’s in- 
ftrudions, defiring them to be prepared, but 
to undertake nothing ofFcnfively without po- 
fitive orders from the Supreme Council : and 
to the prefidency of Fort St. George to in- 
form them of this defign ; and in the event 
of their fuccefs againfi: Mahe, to order their 
troops then employed in that expedition to 
remain there or at Tillichery, and be pre- 
pared to move on the receipt of any orders 
for a junction with the Engliih forces on 
that fide of India. Thefe difpofitions were 
preparations to any plan which it might be 
neceflary to concert with other prefidencies 
in the event of a war with the Mahrattas 
fingly, or joined with the French, or any at* 
tempt of thefe laft fingly upon Bombay. 

The firfl care of Colonel Goddard, upon 
his arrival nea^ Surat, was to choofe a conve- 
nient and healthy fpot of ground whereon tQ 
encamp; fuch a one he found upon the 
b ank s of the river Tapti, two miles above the 
city. Almoft upon his arrival he received 
letters from the feleft committee at Bombay* 

refuelling 
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requeuing his prefence there. In order that 
he might lofe no time in laying before the 
Supreme Council the ftate of affairs at that 
fettlement, he fet out for that ifland as foon 
as he had regulated every 'thing relating to 
the bills to be drawn on Bengal for his fob- 
fiflence. In this he found difficulties ; the 
merchants, taking advantage of his wants, 
railed the exchange to a monftrous height, to 
which he was obliged for lome time to fob- 
mit. The council of Bengal, on their know- 
ledge of this, thought it neceffary to fend 
Ipecie from thence, which was attended with 
a misfortune, five lacks of roupies fent by 
the Stafford were loll by the wreck of that 
Ihip. 

Owing to the length of the paflage Colo- 
nel Goddard did not arrive at Bombay till 
the 15 th of March. The firft thing he did 
was to make them a report of his force, and 
as they informed him that through the mil- 
carriage of a pacquet from Bengal they had 
not received a copy of the inftru&ions which 
had been given to Mr. Elliot, that they 
might have a thorough knowledge of the 
whole' bufinefs, and thereby be prevented 
ffona' adopting mcalures Counteracting the 
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views of the Supreme Council, he wrote to 
them amply, inclofing a copy of the inftruc- 
tions, and giving a detail of every matter 
concerning the views in regard to Moodagee, 
and his dilpofition toward the Englifh. 

Whilft he was at Bombay he received his 
credentials from the Supreme Council’s ap- 
pointing him minifter at Poonah. The fc- 
le< 5 t committee determined to fufpend all ope- 
rations until they fhould receive an anfwer 
from Bengal to their representation of the 
Rate of their affairs, with which they had 
lent Mr. Horfley a member of that council ; 
and as the lituation of the affairs at Poonah 
were very different from what they appeared 
to be to the Supreme Council, when they 
fent the firll inftructions to him, which was 
on the 5 th of February, they having reafon at 
that time to fuppole Ragobah had fucceeded. 
Colonel Goddard deferred making known to 
that Durbar that he had received them, un- 
til he Ihould be further inftrudted on that 
head. This defay could be productive of no 
real inconvenience, as the period interven- 
ing between the arrival of an anfwer and 
the fealon for aCtion would give Efficient 

time 
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time to follow and complete any meafurds 
that anfwer fhould diredt : and he prepared 
to join his army at Surat, that he might be 
in readinefs for any fervice neceflary. 

During all this time great difientions had 
prevailed at Poonah ; nothing had been done 
in confequence of their advantage at Wor- 
gaum and Tullingaum, more than what hath 
been mentioned ; the Vaqueels of Nanah 
and Sindia demanded the execution of what 
■Was fiipulated in the convention, and the fame 
anlwers were returned ; the want of power 
in thofe who ligned it, the notice the Mah- 
ratta chiefs had of that, and of the inability 
of the Bombay committee to a£t without the 
order of the Supreme Council. The arrival 
of the detachment at Surat had this imme- 
diate good effeft, that a damp was thrown 
thereby upon whatever defigns the Durbar 
might have formed of recovering by arms 
what they infilled was ceded, and ought to 
be delivered to them. It had alfo a very 
material good confequence ' in regard to the 
invafion defigned by the French. They had 
got a very confiderable force at Mauritius* 
500o.European foldiers, with proportionable 
ftores and artillery, and ivere collecting fhips 

to 
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co Iranfport them* and join eitherlByder or 
the Poonah minillry; when they T&ugjfc 
the arrival of the detachment at Surat^'ffcey* 
flopped the embarkation. Thus every thing 
tended to open a new fcene of action, with 
a fair appearance of retrieving part: errors and 
misfortunes. 

As the fituation arid the different imereti s 
of the princes of Indoftan mufl have had a 
great influence on the proceedings of the Su- 
preme Council, and their oiders to Colonel 
Goddard from the time he was appointed the- 
minitW of that council in thole parts of In- 
dia, it will be ufeful arid perhaps not un en- 
tertaining to take a view of them. 

The flrft in dignity is the Mogul; he 
ought to be fo in importance, but the misfoi- 
tunes which have attended his whole life, 
have reduced that prince to fo low an, ebb, 
that after being at different periods fometimes 
opprefled and at others fupported by parties 
of barbarians who wafted his dominions and 
absolutely ruined his capital, (infomueh that 
the once fuperb Dehli is little better than 
heaps of rubbifh) his principal fubiiftence 
strifes from the revenue of a part' of the 

U country 
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country of Ovvde, which had been ceded to 
him on the fettlement with Sujah Dowlah iu 
the year 1764. Notwithftanding his fituation 
in life was fuch as required a continual exer- 
tion and an unremitting perfonal attention 
to his affairs, he had abandoned himfelf to 
pleafure and indolence, and was totally 
under the influence of others. His chara&er 
is very fully drawn by Mr. Dow in his 
fccond volume, and the feries of his adven- 
tures fince that time (hews it to be juft and 
true. After many various fcenes between 
him, and the perfons who furrounded him, 
NudjufFCawn one of his Omrahs, hath by his 
l'uccefles fixed himfelf iu the ftate of principal 
minifter, with the powers of a Vizir, though 
the Nabob of Owde bears the title. His ri- 
vals in the Emperor’s favour had not only 
failed in their fchemes to difpoflefs him, 
but had been actually delivered into his 
hands, whereby he remained foie and bn- 
controuled minifter, difpofingat his pleafure of 
every thing relating to the throne of the Mo- 
guls ; he had under his command a confider- 
able army, for, whofe maintenance the 
many jaghires he had grants of did not fuflace, 1 
lb that with numbers of men he wanted 
ireafure. Two, predatory fmall Mahratta 

Chiefs 
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Chiefs had tried to enter into negotiation with 
him, to obtain an eftablifhment in his fervice; 
blit he had no treaty or intercourie with the 
Mahratta date ; on the contrary, the advan- 
tages which he and other chiefs in the Mo- 
gul’s fervice had taken of the didrefles of the 
minifters at Poonah, to feixe fome of the 
Mahratta forts and territory* mud have made 
him fufpicious of their ill will, and there- 
fore difinclined to their caufe ; befides it was 
his intered that the diflentions fhould con- 
tinue;, confequently no ad in their favour 
was tp be dreaded from him or the chiefs 
who had pofleflions in thofe parts of Indof- 
tan. • The princes whofe friendlhip was mod 
important, or enmity dangerous, from their 
fituation, as well as inclination or power, 
were Hyder Ally and the Nizami 

Hyder Ally, though not in declared en- 
mity with the Englilhj was far from having 
favourable difpofitions towards them ; he had, 
from ■ the time his requisition for abidance- 
againft the Mahratta invafion had been 
refufed, harboured a ftrong refentment * 1 
, and now had entered into negotiations with 
the French, and in feveral in dances fhewn 
a ftrong inclination to their alliance. The 

U a year 
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year befor this, when General Belcombe went 
to Mahe, he ordered his vaflal the prince of 
Chericka, tp give him pofleflion of a fort 
which commanded the entrance of the river 
Myhic ; he had fent fupplies and even mo- 
ney to Mahe before the Englifh attacked it ; 
he had given the governor of that place per- 
million to hoift his colours for his protection ; 
and he was preparing to fend a fleet with 
provilions and fupplies to the French iflands, 
where there had been for fome time an ar- 
mament of five or fix thoufand men, in- 
tended to fail for the Malabar coafi: ; ' yet he 
was in an aCtual fiate of war with Poonah, 
in which he had had luccefs, having twice 
overthrown the Mahratta army, and taken 
fome forts and territory. His interefk was 
that their diflentions fhould continue,, but it 
was no lefs fo to prevent the increafe of 
power of the Nabob Mahomet Ally, .wjhppa 
he knew to be his foe, arid of the 
' whofe greatnefs deprefled him, and. prevented 
his increale of conqueft be is by much the 
raoft formidable prince in t India, having a 
gteat number of weli-difcipiitied troops, 1 apd- 
'a 1 proportionable well-ferved train of artiUeiy ; 
he'. entertains many European officers, aiid of 
late has had a great actfeffion to that force by 

the 
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the number of French who have found means 
to get to him from the French fettlements 
reduced, and other countries fallen into Eng- 
lifh pofifeffion, particularly the Qontour Cir- 
car, where Bazalet Jung had five hundred 
French foldiers. The difturbances in the 
Mahratta empire leffening his fears from 
that quarter, increafed his attention to thefe 
permanent objects of his jealoufy, and his 
army was ready to take advantage of any oc- 
cafion which may offer itfelf to employ 
it' iiv 


The Nizam purfued his accuftomed fyftem 
of policy, which is to take advantage of the 
' troubles in the countries bordering on his 
dominions : he had already profited by thofe 
in the Mahratta {late ; the minifters at 
Poonah had, to their great lofs, purchafed 
the fmall affiftance he had at different times 
affoifded them, by ceflions of towns and terri- 
tory, and payment of great fums of money; 

' he was at this time particularly 'inclined to 
theft), not only from the emolument which 
riiight strife fromefpoufing them, but by being 
very touch difpleafed with the government of 
Madras ; they had fuffered the annual rent fti- 
y 3 1 pulatod 
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pulnted to be paid him for the pofleffion of tire 
Ciicars to run in arrear ; and had fcnt Mr. 
Holland to his court to apologize for this,, to 
promilemore punctuality in future payments, 
and to foliclt his fandion to a treaty carry- 
ing on with his brother Bazalet Jung, who 
held the Gontour Circar during his life, 
after which it was to be the Company’s 
abfolute propeity for a ccffion of it. He 
had already bcjgun to ad with fucccfs, 
when he received from them inftrudions of 
very different tendency, whereby lje , ,w,as 
ordered to infift on a releafe of thofe arrears, 
and a ceffion of this revenue in future : they 
had beftdes, without waiting for the Nizam’s 
anfwer concerning Bazalet Jung, conclude/!, 
their treaty with him, whereby for a confi- 
de ration agreed on with them he yielded, the 
adual pofleffion of the Gontour Circar to 
them, and they had lent troops to take thp$., 
pofleffion. The council of Madras added; 
an odious fftp to this, the Circar was iet py 1 
them to the Nabob Mahomet Ally C^iwn, 
The Nizam already difplcafed at, this 
treaty, which though not openly injurious to 
bum, as it jegardea only Bazalet Jung and 
£he Engliffi, yet as it increaled their liability 
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and power, was a diminution of his, was 
exafpe rated at this ftrange requifition, and 
complained bitterly to the Supreme Council 
of the behaviour of the prefidency of Madras 
in this unjuft and ill-timed demand ; by the 
fame letters he inveighed againft the prefi- 
dency of Bombay for affifting Ragobah. 
Upon the receipt of thefe complaints at Cal- 
cutta, orders were fent to Mr. Holland to 
a£l folely upon his firft inftrudions, to make 
excufes for that extraordinary ftep, and to 
foothe him in regard to the tranfa&ion with 
Bazalet Jung, and from thenceforth to look 
on himfelf as the minifter of the Supreme 
Council, and ad by their direction folely. 
As to the affiftance given to Ragobah, 
they anfwered his complaint by faying, that 
as the minifter at Poonah had made war up- 
on the Englifh, thefe were driven by neceftity 
to have recourfe to every inftrument of de- 
fence, but that he might be affured it fhould 
n£ver be employed to his detriment, and 
reminded him that in the event of a w^t 
tHbJr were intitled to his affiftance ; he 
remained ' then feemingly quiet . at his 
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The Nabobs of Surat and, Cambay, natu- 
rally averlg to the Poonah government, by 
\yhich they were opprefied, mu ft fee that the 
diminution of its power was likely to free 
them from that fevere dependence, and 
therefore were well inclined to the Engliftr,. 
and w iflied their fuccefs. 

F utty ,Sing Cuicawar, poftefled pf a great 
part of Guzerat, wiflied to increafe thofe 
pofleffions : originally in league with the 
minifters, he had obtained from them, large 
grants of land, which Ragobah when -, dm 
power had revoked and granted to his .bro- 
ther Govind Row ; he had, on the, appear- 
ance of profperity to that caufe, in the year 
1775, offered to yield to them apart of 
territory fince claimed by the Poonah Dur- 
bar in virtue o.f the treaty of Porounder; 
nothing had been yet fettled on that claim, 
he. was ready to turn to whatever fide might 
prove pf moft advantage, to him ; , the rnisfor-, 
tupe at Worgaum kept him from uniting 
with the Englifti, whilft on, the other hand 
the increafe, pf fpree, by the arrival of the 
detachment under , Colonel Goddard, pre- 
sented his forming any alliance or entering 
intp H engsg e mcnts with ,t)ic m.iniftere. 


The 
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The confequence and power, and the in- 
clinations and fentirhents. of Moodagee Boofla 
Rajah of Berar, fully appear in what hath 
heen already related ; from the time he be- 
came uncontrovertibly poffefled of the Ra- 
jahfhip by the death of his brother, .he had 
Khewn a ftrong defire of alliance with the 
Englilh, whom he looked on as interefted in 
the fupport of views, which, although, fu£ 
pended' by . the late events in the Weft of In- 
dia, future circumftances might furnifti op- 
portunities of reviving and carrying into exe- 
cution. The eftablilhment of Ragobah in 
the Paifhwafhip was an obftacle to them, 
and therefore he was averfe to, his fuccefs ; 
the hatred of his caufe had grown into a 
hatred of his perfon ; on the whole it was his 
intereft that there fliould be no end to the 
difturbances in the Poonah government ; the 
fettlement of Ragobah, even in the regency, 
much more in the Pailhwafttip, was likely 
to bring that government into a fettled ftate; 
lie was therefore averfe to every ftep taken 
,'in his favour. This, / with a dread' ’of 
■jnvafion, or irruption into his territory by 
the Nizam, and the atfray of the Poonah 
mintfters, inclined him, after the fuccefs ’of 
$fanah and Sindja at Worgaum, and before 

Colonel 
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Colonel Goddard had completed his march 
to Surat, to wifh the return of the detach- 
mfentr to Bengal : yet he continued his pro- 
felfions of friendfhip to the Englifh nation. 
Inftances have already been related of his 
affiftance in procuring money when Colonel 
Goddard was diftrefled, and of his hofpitable 
treatment during the ftay of the detachment 
in his dominions; in truth he had a parti- 
cular efteem for the Governor General, with 
whom he had been long in correfpondence. 
Upon the misfortune at Worgatim, he had 
fenthis Dewan to Poonah, who afiifted at the 
counci Is held for the regulation and fottlement 
of that government, and he had for this re- 
ceived a grant of the diftridt of Gurrah Mun- 
dele * as a jaghire for one of his • fons, al- 
igned for the payment of a body of troops, 
his quota towards carrying on the war. But 
this had no effect, for phe minifters formed a 
defign to arreft the Dewan, which having 
nOtfdS of, lie difappointed by in abrupt de- 
parture,' and they had font orders to the bro- 
ther of Ballagee to oppole the; completion of 
tins grant by' preventing Moodagee, who or 1 

his* 

fLjGmra Maudele in Reyncl’s map is on the North of 
the N^jbaddah, Lat. 33’ Eaft, Lohg, 8 i w . 
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his part was railing troops to take pofleffion 
of it. His averfion to Ragobah’ was fome- 
what diminifhed by this perfidy of the mi- 
niftcrs. In April the governor general had 
written to him, in anfwer to a meflage ihe 
had feat by Benaram Pundit, the confiden- 
tial pcrfon, through whom their mutual cor- 
refpondence had often before been manned, 
which Ihewed that he then thought no force 
could be oppofed to the fuperiority of num- 
bers, and rapid movements of the Mahratta 
cavalry, influenced by which impreffion he 
had apparently given up all thoughts of the 
dfjfigped alliance; , the aim of this letter. was 
to, preferve the friendlhip and good difpofi* 
tion of that , Rate to the English. It ended 
by, mentioning that all thoughts of the defign 
which had been formed were relinquished, 
but' that , a lafling remembrance Should be had 
of his.,kindnefs, and that every fuitable re- 
turn Should be made whenever any future oc- 
cafion.of .hip affairs fhoulddemand it. Thus, 
the Supreme Council, totally -difencumbemd, 
fro.m , any engagement with him; were -at 
liberty * to purfue any plan of a£tio& which 
fhquld feem expedient, and at tjhe fame time 
]there fuhfifled a mutual benevolence which 

left 
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left room for any futuie negotiation the re* 
volution of time might furnifh an occafion 
for. 


That which was moft in favour of the 
Englifh caufe was the total expulfion of the 
French from India. The Supreme Council 
of Bengal had ftruck the fir ft ftroke by pof- 
fefling Chandernagore ; at the fame time 
fending orders to Madras to attack Pondi- 
cherry. This place furrendered after a 
fjcg?, the particulars of which are foreign 
to' the prefent purpofe, this was followed 
by the capture of Mahe ; they were even 
removed from Surat, the Bombay Council hav- 
ing given orders for this when they took the 
reiolution of effedually. efpoufing Ragobah. 
Ry that > removal from the coafts of Coro- 
mandel, the prefidencies of Fort St. George 
and Bengal were empowered to aft with fe- 
curity from that danger, and by fpirited and 
vigorous meafures to repair the mifehief of 
,the l?te .mifearriage, and keep in awe thofe 
.;power$ who might be difpofed to take ad- 
-ysntage of that misfortune. The presidency 
Of Madras faw this, and properly concluded 
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that proceeding vigoroufly in the attack of 
Mahe would remove the difadvantageous im- 
preffions it might have given rile to, whereas 
withdrawing their troops might have been 
followed by the lofs of Tillicherry, and per- 
haps have induced thofe powers who were 
wavering to declare againft the Englifh, 
and give invitations to the French. Suc- 
cefs proved the wifdom of thefe ' relb- 
lutions. 

However, the armament at the French 
iflands was to be dreaded, there was no doubt 
of their defign upon Bombay, the lofs .'6f 
the Protee, joined to the arrival of the de- 
tachment under Colonel Goddard at Surat, 
retarded the execution of this defign, and pro- 
bably might have obliged them to alter the 
dfiftination of the expedition, as hy the? pre- 
fence of lb conliderahle a force, chatdettk- 
,imnt was perfectly lecure, but the defign 
flail continued, and it was not to be fuppofed 
that it could be given over, efpeeially aathhix 
correfpondence at Poonah ftill was’ earned 
on, and they were well acquainted with ‘‘Nat* 
nah ; ’ a fentiments and Hyder -AU^s • incli- 
nations. 


Befides 
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Befides the powers already mentioned, 
there are feveral whofe poffeffions lying 
northward partly compofe, and partly in- 
circle the Mahratta dominions* Some of 
t he m retaining the admini ft ration of their 
own domain, yet own a dependence on Poo- 
nah ; others are independent : the firft though 
incapable of a diredt refxftance muft have the 
defire common to all Zemindars of taking 
the advantage of troubles in the ftate to 
withhold the payment of their rent or tribute ; 
this, many of them then did, and whilft 
the diftrefles of their mafters prevented thetr 
exertion againft them, would continue to do : 
this withholding in the mean time was ex- 
tremely prejudicial to the ftate, already 
very much drained of public wealth. 

But the independent are more dangerous 
to the Mahratta empire : many of them have 
aflerted this independence at critical times, 
when diftrefles either by internal commotions 
or external enemies have ib embarrafled that 
government, that it hath been unable to re- 
duce them to obedience. They know that 
when once power isreftored, either by fettle- 
ment of an able man in the Paifhwafliip, or 
by the total fubverfion of all claims againft 

the 
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the minifters, their independence muft be 
annihilated. They fubfift only by the prefent 
diftradtions, and therefore are naturally the 
enemies of that government, and friends to 
thofe with whom they are at war. The 
countries of the moft considerable of thefe 
princes form a chain from the Jumna to 
Guzerat ; thefe are the Rajah of Gohid, of 
Jeynagur, of Jowdpoor, of Odeypoor : the 
ftrft whofe country approaches the neareft to 
the poffeffions of the Schah,andof the Nabob 
of Owde has the reputation of valour and 
ability ; he has a great number of forts in his 
territory which have Rood reiterated attacks ; 
notwithftanding the Mahrattas have made 
frequent attempts to reduce him to fubjee- 
tion, he hath hitherto had the good fortune 
to maintain his independence. Formerly 
Gowalier was the principal fort, and the ca- 
pital of his dominions, but after an unfortu- 
nate battle fought with them by his father, 
four or five-and-twenty years ago, in which 
he loft his life, this fort was gained by' 
the Mahratta general, and hath ever finfce 
been 1 in their pofteffion. The prefent Rajah 
was then but nine years old ; he feels ‘the 
importance of this fort, and no doubt muft 
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be ready to enter into any meafure which 
Could enable him to regain that poflefliom 

The Rajah of jeynagur is yet A minor; 
and the weaknefs of a minority is increafed 
by contefts and diflentions among his fer- 
vants; his territory is very confiderable, 
and may afford an army of 40,000 men *. 

' The Rajah, commonly called Ranna of 
Odeypoor, is by defcent the firft in rank of 
all the Indoo families; he is very little 
known, and whether owing to prudence or 
fortune, has been fo happy as to have no 
concern in the recent occurrences of Indoftan. 
The antient domains of his family are now 
poffefled by the Mahrattas. Hie can bring 
into the field only about 15,600 men +: 

The molt confiderable from power and ex- 
tent of territory is the Rajah of Jowdpoor, his 
dominion extends from the borders of Jeyna- 
gur Baft to the frontier of Guzerat. his capi- 
tal is Meerta, a confiderable town ; the 
fortrefs and- town of Jauloor, or Shaloor, 

on 

*.Dow, 5>d-vol. Decline of the Mogul empire, p. 9/5- 
f Dow, ibid! 
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tin the river Paddar, belong alfo to him ; his 
territory extends to Aytneer on the north, 
and Odeypoor on the fouth. Thefe • two 
laft Rajahs are nearly connected by inter- 
marriages. 

Though no immediate connexion with 
any of thefe powers except the Rajah of 
Gohid is probable to be formed, yet, as by 
their fituation in refpedt of the Mahratta 
territory, and their interefl to have that 
empire humbled and difabled from vindicat- 
ing the right they claim to the fupreme 
dominion over them, they may be ufeful to 
caufe a diverfion in cafe the war is conti- 
nued, it is not impoffible that fome alliance, 
at kaft temporary, may be formed witn 
them by thofe who a ft for the Englifh na- 
tion oil that fide of India. 

The merit of Colonel Goddard appeared 
in fo high a light* both in his military and 
political line* that the Supreme Council gave 
him a brevet of brigadier general, and 66n* 
fitmed the powers they had already veiled in 
him for treating and concluding With the 
Mahratta government, leaving him, in cafe 
they reje&ed the terms he had inftru&ions 
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to" propofe, full latitude of a&ion as he 
fhould think moll advifeable : and : as Sindiay 
by- his -behaviour ■ whilft the- Bombay army 
were at Worgaum, had rights founded on 
intrinfic benefits, they declared that he fhould 
have a full compenfation for any difappoint- 
ment he fhould fuffer by the denial of the 
ads of that committee ; that negotiation was 
alfo totally left to him ; as to that with 
Moodagee, if he found it totally at an end, 
it -was not to be renewed without the orders' 
of -the Supreme Council. 

On the 29th of May, Brigadier General 
Goddard announced his commiflion to the 
Poonah Durbar by letters- lie wrote to the 
Paifhwa and Nanah, mentioning that it was 
the firtcere wifh of the Supreme Council to 1 
conclude a lading alliance with that date, 
and ‘defiling they would lend a confidential' 
perionto him, to whom he fhould comrnu* 
nicate particulars. The diflentions at Poo- 
nali '-‘fan* : h igh , - N a nnh endeavouring to regain 
theTophiority he-formerly hud, and which 
he had flattered- himfclf the confinement of 
Mcrabair and' Saccartim would have effedtu- * 
allysfeciired td~ him, and Sindia determined 
to- prefeive liis.pbWer and- keep NanaK in to-' 
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tal dependence on him ; for . this he had re- 
tail,)^- ■ cuftody of , Pwagobah’s perfon, 
notwithftanding Nanah had made him great 
offers to have that pofleffion delivered to him* 
and treated him with the refpedt due to his 
rank ; having promiied him an annual fti- 
pend of twelve lacks of roupees* left him a 
train of artillery of twenty pieces of cannon, 
and a confiderable body of troops ; yet this 
was but an honourable confinement, he was 
Watched with great care. Senfible that this 
poflefiion was a great advantage again ft Na- 
nah, and efteftually to fecure if, Sindia de- 
figned to keep him out of the reach of Poo- 
nah,' and for that purpofe propofed that he 
fhould be Conducted to a place of fafety ia 
'one of his own provinces north of the Ner- 
buddah : this Ragobah agreed to, whether he 
really thought it moft for his fecurity of 
hoped the journey might furnifh opportu- 
nities of fortune once more favouring him. 
Accordingly he let out towards Brampoor 
with his own attendants, and his fpr.ee, 
which eonfifted of 1500 horfe and foot 4 , 
with twenty pieces t of cannon ; in this jour- 
ney he was 'efcorted by 4000 hprf^ pndef 
the command of Blurry Bowagee, Sindia’s 
Dewan. DiflatisfaStion arofe, the allowance 
X a was 



324 AN ACCOUNT 

was not regularly paid, nor were the troops 
of Ragobah furnifhed with forage and pro- 
vifions ; he heard befides that Sindia had 
taken off two of his principal Jemindars, 
and detained fome of his people who were 
to be lent after him ; this awaked his fufpi- 
cion that confinement was to follow, and 
prompted him to contrive a plan for an 
cfcape ; an opportunity foon offered, as their 
tioops crofted the Nerbuddah, his artillery 
marching down from the Gaut of Nurwah 
to the river, pafled by the Dewan’s tent, fome 
buftle happened, in which the Dewan’s peo- 
ple fired, on which Ragobah’s troops attacked 
tire guard, totally routed them, killing three 
hundred, and mortally wounding the com- 
mander, Ragobah immediately proceeded 
with what diligence he could towards Surat. 
•From the neighbourhood of Broach he wrote 
•to General Goddard, defiling his protection. 
.The Geneial was at firft apprehenfive that 
receivin| him might be ah obftacle to the 
negotiation with Poonah ; but confidering 
that fuch a protection might be reconciled to 
that Durbar upon principles of juftice and 
•humanity, and that important, political ad- 
■vantag' s might attend the pofleffion of his 
.per foil, he granted this afylum and perlonal 

fecuritv, 
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fecurity, recommending it to him to be 
careful in preventing any violence from his 
people upon the fubje&s of the Mahratta 
{fate. His conduct in this was approved by 
the Suptcme Council, who directed him to 
continue this protection fo long as it fliould 
be not forfeited by any a£t of infidelity, or 
attempt to defeat the effe& of his negotiation. 

On the 1 ath of June Ragobah arrived in 
the Englifh camp, accompanied by his 
adopted foil Amrut Row, about feventeen 
years old, and Badge Row, a child of four 
years old, bom to him fince the adoption. 
The Colonel wrote to the Pailhwa and Na- 
uah acquainting them with this event, adding, 
that they might in their negotiation adjuft 
whatever was proper concerning him. The 
Poonah minifters were enraged at this efcape, 
and declared to Sindia they muft contider 
him as reiponfible for that lofs. It had at 
fir ft the eired of making them in appearance 
more tra&able, both Sindia and the minifters 
wiftung to conclude a peace that they might 
be at liberty to ad againft Hyder Ally, wio 
was ftill encroaching on them. 
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The force of the French at the Ifland 
■was each day more looked on by- the Su- 
preme Council as a matter of very great 
importance ; by advices lately received, they 
had reafon to conclude they were intended 
againft Bombay, and they therefore, in the 
beginning of Auguft, ordered a reinforcement 
to General Goddard’s army, by a detachment 
from Madras, and as much as could be fpared 
from Mahe, when the work? flipujd be de- 
moliihed ; they adviied him of this, and 
their reafon for it, recommending particu- 
larly the defence of Bombay, as his firfl 
objedt. 

The Poonah Durbar had anfwered Gene- 
ral Goddard’s letter to the Paifhwa, expreff- 
ing themfelvcs in terms of high friendship 
towards the Englifh, and promifed to lend a 
confidential per Ion to him ; they had even 
exprefifed their fatisfadllou at the planner in 
which caie had been taken that their lubjedts 
in the Giuerat (hould receive no damage from 
Ragobah’s troops, and recompicndcd the 
Paifhwa’S colledtors to the continuation of 
his protedtion. The Vaqqeel might ha\;e ■ 
arrived towards the end of July, but belides 
the flownefs natural to the political tranfac- 

tions 
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tions of that Durbar, by which alone if ac- 
quielced in, the time for action mu ft have 
elapfed, the general had reafon to think ■ that 
the perfon to be fent was more to ■ a<9t the 
part of a fpy than of a negotiator ; he had 
undoubted intelligence that Nanah was mak- 
ing all pofiiblc preparation for war, and fo- 
liating every power in the neighbourhood 
to join in it againft the Englifh; that he 
h ad particularly applied to the Nizam, and 
received anfwers on that fubjedt ; that the 
French agent at Poonah was alfo very bufy 
at this time, and that many difpatches had 
been fent to and received from France. The 
General therefore looked upon war as more 
likely than peace, and precautioned himfelf 
againft every event. What he forefaw hap- 
pened, the negotiation was protracted ; he 
had intimated to them that a perfonal inter- 
view between him and .the minifters might 
tend to a fpeedy fettlemeut, but this was, not 
taken up. 

The Vaqueel did not arrive in •'the gene- 
ral’s camp till the middle of Aqguft} on 
the 1 6th they had a conference; a perfon was 
fent with him, who feerned to have tbp; fqn- 
dudt of bnfmeis, though tlxe* perforated 
* X 4 ' thc 
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ambaffador. They at firft recurred to the 
ftate of affairs between the nations, before 
the circumflances of Ragobah obliged him 
jo apply to the Bombay Council for affift- 
ance, but the General fixed them to the 
treaty of Porounder, which was to be the 
bafis of any agreement ; the others as 
ftrongly infilled on the convention of Wor- 
gaum, and 'in confeqivnce, the furrender of 
Salfet. The Genet al on his part menti- 
oned the want of power in Meffrs. Car- 
nac and Eger ton, and the knowledge the 
Mahratta chiefs had of it, and told them, 
that unlcfs the requifitions made by the 
Supreme Council, (which were, the aban- 
doning am\^tn4,’ r under that convention, 
a"nd exelvKimgf^hc French) were agreed to as 
preliminaries, nothing could be entered on. 
No mention was nude on either fide of 
any’ proviiion to be made for Ragobah ; 
much time was taken up in explications of 
the different matters which had occasioned 
the altercations and mutual complaints of 
ihe Bom hi, v Council and the Mahratta mi- 

4 ^ « 

'nifters againfl each other before the Lift 
’revolutions at Poonah, but in the cud 
'MCh reverted to his point. Nothing there- 
fqio ; could be fettled without a further re- 
ference 
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tcrence to Poonah. One of the Mahratta 
agents returned there for- that purpofe. 

Before the departure of the Vaqueel- for 
Poonah, General Goddard declared to him, 
that the Supreme Council would never con- 
lcnt to the reftraint of the perfon of Ra- 
gobah, that he mull be at liberty to refide 
wherever he Ihould chufe, with a decent 
allowance from the Mahratta Rate, and that 
on thete conditions he Ihould not be fufFered 
in any manner to difturb it. The return of 
the Vaqueel, which he had promiled Ihould 
be in twenty days, was continually delayed, 
notwithllanding repeated affurances that he 
was immediately to leave Poonah ; the 
month of October was thus two-thirds Ipent 
in vain expectation ; at laft the general told 
file remaining Vaqueel that the delay ufed, 
and evalivu unfwcrs given hitherto, evinced 
jhoilile intentions in the Poonah Durbar; 
that notwithilanding thofe evident proofs, 
the Englilh wifhed to Ihew tlieir fincere 
inclination for peace, and to grant every 
indulgence conlilleut with their honour and 
fillty ; that therefore he would wait fifteen 
days" more, and if at the expiration pf that 
period the abt'unj Vaquecl did not return, or 
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fend a fatisfa&ory anfwer to the propofah 
tranfmitted by him, he Ihould look upon it 
as a declaration of war, and a£t accordingly : 
he might the more boldly do this, as his 
army was in excellent order, complete in 
military ftores, the artillery thoroughly 
repaired, and provided with every requifite 
for taking the field and immediately enter- 
ing upon fervice ; at the fame time he had 
reafon to be allured that Sindia and Nanah 
had fet a negotiation on foot with the Ni- 
zam, Hyder, and even Moodagee, to make a 
general attack upon the Englifh at their fe- 
veral fettlements. The laft was not likely to 
ftir, but the others were but too well in- 
clined to a£t againft them. 

On the 28th of O&ober the Vaqucel re- 
turned with letters from the Paifhwa and 
’minifter, referring to him for a full decla- 
'ration of their fentiments, which he in plain 
'terms declared to be, that no peace Ihould be 
concluded unlefs, in the firft place, Ragobah’s 
perlbn was delivered up, and Salfct reftored 
to the Mahratta government. This broke off 
'all further negotiation. As the General had 
'found S, India’s inclinations fo ftrbng againft 

the 
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the Englifh, he had not as yet made him 
any private overture, left it fhould be attri- 
buted to a confcioufnefs of inferiority, and b» 
received with contempt ; the courfe of ope- 
rations might afford an occafion which would 
.r.ender it expedient, for as his connexion with 
.the minifter was founded on confiderations of 
iutereft and*ambition, a door would open for 
Treating whenever he thought it his political 
advantage : this was not likely, whilft his 
lituation at Poonah remained as it then was ; 
his power, by means of his army, and his 
.influence over Holcar was* fo great, that it 
was impoftible for Nanah to fhake off the 
fhackles in which he held him ; he had been 
prevailed on to return to Poonah, where his 
prefence was bought by further grants of ter- 
ritory or large fums of money : no advan- 
tage could be offered him adequate to thofe 
he reaped from that importance; dilatory 
and uncertain proceedings were therefore his 
object. Such a ftate was as pernicious to the 
Englifh as it was profitable to him : to them 
pvery thing concurred to make decifion nepef- 
ftiry. The army under General Goddard w$s 
maintained > at a vaft expence, which the tptv 
ritory in the weft of India was by #© means 
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equal to defray ; in truth' far otherwife : 
the exertions made by the Bombay Council 
had drained their wealth, and they were con- 
tinually requiring fupplies from Bengal : 
great as the refource there was, it could not 
fuffice for every demand, and much had been 
lent to Madras as well as Bombay : an ac- 
tual exifting war gave the Engliih a right to 
feize the enemy’s territory, and dr'aw the 
maintenance of their army from their reve- 
nues, of which they were then the protec- 
tory. To the expence of the army was added 
that occafioned by the afylum given to Ra- 
,gobah ; the direction in feveral letters had 
enjoined it, the Supreme Council approved 
it, humanity required it, and policy made it 
expedient. General Goddard was bound to 
prevent injuries to the inhabitants, not only 
by prudence, but his orders, and the promilc 
lie had made to the Poonah D,urbar, which 
continued in force till war Ihould a&uaily 
cxiit. That Ragobah might be enabled to 
reftrain his troops by paying them, the ge- 
neral had allowed him 50,000 rupees a 
month; this expence was thought too heavy, 
,sr$ .the continuance of it forbidden by the 
.^Supreme Council ; thus unprovided he muft 

prey 
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prey at large upon the country, unlefs put 
in poficffion of fome diftridt whofe -revenues 
might maintain him, and fuch a pofleffion 
might be extended to enable him to difcharge 
ibme part of the debt he owed the Company. 

The rich and fertile province of Guzerat 
was the moft obvious country for fuch a 
provifion, as well as for a refource, whence 
to draw fubfiflance for the army ; it lay open 
and totally incapable of rcfiftance, no French 
force was yet in that part of India, or could 
ai rive before the conqueft was effe&ed ; the 
approaching monfoon prevented oppofition 
from the Mahrattas, and would give an in- 
vader time to eftablifh himfelf in that poflefc 
lion, the greateft part of the country was 
the property of the Paifowa family ; hence 
the benefit arifing from that pofleffion was 
double, depriving the enemy of as much as 
it afforded the pofieffor ; the Nawal of Cam- 
bay and other Rajahs, inveterate -enemies of 
the Mahratta flate, were ready to aflift, if ef- 
fectually protected ; thus the country Would! 
be eafily fubdued, and from its being' inter- 
fe.dted by rivers and open to the Tea', as eafily 
defended againft the meurfions of a predatory 

eaemy : 
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enemy : by a proper ufe of thofe advantages; 
Futty Sing might be neceffitated to join the 
English, and thereby free himfelf from de* 
pendence, and Share the fpoil of his former 
lords; from him fuecours of money and 
troops, principally horfe, might be ob- 
tained* 

Another very important consideration was 
the retrieving the honour of the English arms 
loft in the misfortune at Worgaum: this 
was not barely a feather ; from that event 
the Indian powers had Shaken off the awe 
with which the valour and former prowefs 
of that nation had imprefled their mind. 
This was fo not only at Poonah, where the 
Durbar had ufed themfelves to think of the 
Englifh with contempt, and conclude that 
they were fallen into a ftate of weakneft 
which obliged them to fue for peace, and 
yield to give up every thing infilled on, but 
the neighbouring princes whom they foli- 
cited, influenced in like manner, would pro- 
bably be the more eafily induced to accede to 
their invitation ; a fortunate blow,' the fplen- 
dor of a victory mull turn the Scale ; fear, 
that piinciple, prevalent through the eaft, 
would mfpire a dread of refentment if the 

English 
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Englifh proved fuccefsful, ajid therefore 
make them await the event of the, war. The 
Durbar of Poonah whofe great reliance was 
on an attack to be made by the French’ force 
fo often promifed, finding none was at hand, 
might rcfume their fchemes of recovering the 
territory their diflentions made them lofe, 
and defire a peace with the Englifh that they 
might be at liberty to revive their claims 
among their neighbours. 

Full of thefe confiderations, the general 
proceeded to Bombay to concert with the Se- 
le& Committee the plan of operations. 

Thus ended the year 1 779, in the well pf 
India ; it had produced fome great events, 
and been loaded with many difappointments ; 
the next is big with many more, whether 
decifive or no is in the bread of Providence. 


£ pST- 
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POS T3CR.IPT, 

S INCE the eonclufion of the foregoing 
Iheets, private advices have been received 
of the following fads* Tire Bombay Coun- 
cil approved* though they would not be re- 
fponfible for the meafures General Goddard 
propofed_, and. furnifhed him all the affilfcmce 
that was confxftent with their &fety ; they 
wrote to Colonel Braithwaite to haften his 
coming With the troops from Malic, but as 
Hyder had Birred up the princes near Telli- 
-cherry to a< 5 ts of .hoftility, the colonel could 
not immediately fpare his whole force ; he 
lent one company of European infantry, one 
of artillery, and one battallion of fepoys, but 
they did not arrive fo foon as was expected : ■ 
from Bombay were lent four companies of 
European infantry, and two battallions of 
lepoys, commanded by Colonel Hartley* 
Thus reinforced, General Goddard, on the 
ill of January 1780, 'marched from his 
camp near Surat, and croffing the Tappy, 
took pofleffion of all the territory round Su- 
rat and Broach, and, proceeded into the 

Gu/.erat ; 
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Guzerat : part of this country belongs to the 
Gwicawar family and is at prefent pofleffed 
by F utty Sing, and the remainder immedi- 
ately to the Poonah government or Paifhwa 
family : this was a proper foundation for a 
treaty with Futty Sing, whofe fituation in 
tegard to the governing party at Poonah 
hath been already mentioned. On the 19th, 
the array encamped before the fort of Dub- 
boy, fubjedt to Poonah ; the garrifon made 
at firft a {hew of refinance, firing lome fhot 
on the approach ; that night a battery was 
eredted which was intended to begin next 
day; lome attempts were made to difturb 
the work, but upon its being finished, the 
garrifon abandoned the place, in which were 
found only a few unarmed inhabitants. The 
revenues of this diftridt amount to two lacks 
of rupees a year; it was left in charge of a 
colledtor and fome troops from Broach, and 
the march was continued towards Broderah, 
the refidence of Futty Sing, which was held 
by a ftrong garrifon ; General Goddard pro* 
jpofed a treaty to him ; fome days he remained 
in fufpence, but his deliberation ended in 
concluding an alliance; the conditions of 
which were, that the Paifhwa fhould be 
totally excluded from any poflfeffion in Gu- 

Y zerat;, 
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zerat, and the Englifh and Futty Sing en- 
gaged mutually to fupport each other in the 
poffeffions they fiiould fhare between them. 
Futty Sing was to furnifh 3000 hoirfe to 
General Goddard, and to have Ahrttedavad in 
lieu of his fhare of the Guzerat fouth of the 
Tappy, and he was to be effectually fup- 
poi ted in withholding his tribute of twenty- 
feven lacks till the conclufion of peace, when 
his interefts were to be taken care of. This 
fettled, he accompanied the Englifh army 
\\ ith his horfe to Ahmedavad, the capital of 
Guzerat } this is a large town well fortified. 
O11 the 1 oth of February they encamped be- 
fore it ; it was defended by a great number 
of troops, part of which were 6000 Arabs, 
and 2000 cavalry ; the batteries were ready 
the 1 2th at noon, by the 1 4th at night feve- 
ral breaches were practicable, and at day- 
break on the 15th the Europeans and fepoy 
grenadiers, led by the gallant Colonel Hart- 
ley, took it by florm after a vigorous refin- 
ance from the brave Arabs, great number of 
whom fell ; the lofs of the Englifh in killed 
and wounded amounted but to one hundred 
and twenty, but that of the enemy to Up- 
wards of 1 Qp o . The town according to 
agreement was given up to 3 £utty Sing, and'Sf 
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Small detachment of his and the English 
troops left for the guard of it* 

The jealouSies at Poonah had not discon- 
tinued, Nanah had even projected to feize the 
perfons of Holcar and Sindia, but without 
efFed ; but they were reunited by the com* 
mon danger : upon the news of the march of 
the English army to Ahmedavad being re- 
ceived at Poonah, a considerable force pro- 
ceeded under Sindia and Holcar to prevent 
that liege, or if begun to force them to raile 
it, but they learned the capture before they 
had got half way ; that Slackened their pace, 
yet they continued moving towards the 
Englifh; when they reached the environs of 
Broderah, General Goddard marched to meet 
them, they retreated as he advanced ; In 
three days he had got fo near as to occupy in 
a few hours the camp they had left in the 
morning ; there Sindia and Holcar fent him 
back the hoftages, writing to him, that though 
^uthoriled by the law of nations to put them 
to .death, they would not be guilty of fuch 
inhumanity ; alking at the fame time whe- 
ther he meant peace or war ? the aftfwer 
.was, that the war was only agalnSl Nanah 
isjiif} the enemies ofi the English, to which a 
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reply was given by their Vaqueel, that Sin- 
dia was an enemy to Nanan and well in- 
clined to the Englifh ; thus a kind of nego- 
tiation was feerpingly offered, whilft evidently 
their fcheme was to harrafs and diftrefs the 
Englifh army by hovering round them, and 
not leaving it in their power to come to an 
engagement to keep them in continual alarm, 
and cut off their provifions and forage ; in 
this manner to draw out the campaign till 
the rains fhould put an- end to it, when 
they would retire and go to the culture 
of their farms. 

General Goddard faw the confequences of 
this manoeuvre, and fludied to end it by a 
decifive ftroke : on the 3d of April, about 
two in the morning, he marched filently from 
his camp with a chofen detachment, confin- 
ing of four battailous of fepoy grenadiers, 
four companies of European infantry, four 
twelve-pounders, and eight fix-pounders, and 
after marching about feven miles, at the dawn 
of day entered their camp; he was fo provi- 
dent in every precaution that his march was 
totally undiscovered, and regularity and order 
fo well preferved that unperceived he reached 
the center of their qamp, after palling through 

a body 
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a body of fix thoufimd men ; be then began 
his attack ; great was the confufion among 
the enemy, yet they got feme troops toge- 
ther with which they endeavoured to oppofe 
him, but in vain ; they fled from their camp 
into a neighbouring ground, where, without 
lofs of time, he charged them; after a ihort 
refiftance that whole army, confifting of up- 
wards of 30,000 men, difperfed totally, 
leaving him not only matter of the field, but 
of that whole country. The lofs on the 
Englifh fide was very inconfiderable, being 
not more than twenty killed and wounded. 
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